
Kentucky State Fair 2026: Dates, Tickets & What to 
Expect 

 

The Kentucky State Fair 2026 returns to Louisville from August 20-30 for 11 
days of agriculture, livestock, carnival rides, live entertainment, food, 
competitions, and family activities. Held at the Kentucky Exposition Center, the 
fair is one of the state’s biggest annual traditions and a popular summer event for 
visitors from across Kentucky and beyond. 

The 2026 fair also celebrates America’s 250th birthday, with special exhibits, 
themed competitions, interactive displays, and other America250 activities 
throughout the event. 

 

Kentucky State Fair 2026 Dates & Location 

These are the essential details to know before planning your visit. 



●​ Dates: August 20-30, 2026 
●​ Location: Kentucky Exposition Center, 937 Phillips Lane, Louisville, 

Kentucky 
●​ Tickets: Buy Tickets Online 

The Kentucky Exposition Center is near Louisville International Airport, making 
the fairgrounds convenient for visitors arriving by car or plane. 

 

What Is the Kentucky State Fair? 

The Kentucky State Fair is an annual celebration of Kentucky agriculture, culture, 
food, entertainment, and community traditions. 

Agriculture remains central to the event, with livestock, competitions, exhibits, 
youth programs, and educational attractions. Visitors can also enjoy carnival rides, 
concerts, food vendors, shopping, and family entertainment across the Kentucky 
Exposition Center. 

 

What to Expect at the Kentucky State Fair 2026 

The fair combines traditional Kentucky agriculture with large-scale entertainment 
and family attractions. 

Agriculture and Livestock 

Agriculture is one of the most important parts of the Kentucky State Fair. Visitors 
can see livestock, agricultural exhibits, competitions, and displays representing 
communities throughout the Commonwealth. 

The fair also includes AgLand, where families can learn about farming, food 
production, and Kentucky agriculture. 

Thrill Ville and Carnival Rides 

https://kystatefair.org/tickets


Thrill Ville provides carnival entertainment with more than 50 rides available 
through its unlimited ride wristband option. Ride availability is subject to age and 
height restrictions. Families can also find attractions and activities designed for 
younger visitors. 

Live Concerts and Entertainment 

Live entertainment is a major part of the Kentucky State Fair experience. The 2026 
Texas Roadhouse Concert Series features a new lineup of performers, while other 
attractions include Sea Lion Splash, a Motorcycle Stunt Show, a Lumberjack 
Show, the Pork Chop Revue, and Amazing Aydar. Check the official schedule 
before your visit because entertainment varies by day. 

America250 Celebration 

The 2026 fair has a special connection to the 250th anniversary of the United 
States. The America250 programming includes special exhibits, themed 
competitions, patriotic photo opportunities, live mural painting, and interactive 
displays exploring Kentucky’s contributions to American history. 

Competitions and Exhibits 

The Kentucky State Fair features thousands of entries across numerous competition 
categories. Visitors can see everything from agricultural products and livestock to 
cakes, quilts, crafts, and other creative entries. These competitions give travelers a 
closer look at the skills, traditions, and communities represented throughout 
Kentucky. 

Kentucky Fair Food 

Food is another major attraction. Expect classic fair favorites such as corn dogs, 
funnel cakes, barbecue, fried foods, sweets, and other carnival treats. Visitors can 
also look for Kentucky-inspired dishes and local food vendors throughout the 
fairgrounds. 

 



Kentucky State Fair Hours 

These are the general operating hours for the 2026 fair, although individual barns, 
exhibits, rides, and halls can have different schedules. 

The fairgrounds’ gates open at 7 AM daily. Outdoor attractions generally begin 
later, with hours varying by day. For example, the outdoor areas are scheduled to 
remain open until 10 PM on Thursday and Sunday through Thursday, while Friday 
and Saturday extend to 11 PM. Thrill Ville also has separate operating hours. 
Check the official daily schedule before planning your visit. 

 

Travel Tips for Attending the Kentucky State Fair 

A little planning can make your visit easier, especially during the busiest days. 

●​ Buy tickets in advance: Advance admission can offer significant savings 
and includes parking. 

●​ Go early: Morning visits can be useful for exploring barns and exhibits 
before the busiest afternoon and evening periods. 

●​ Check the concert schedule: Plan your visit around your favorite 
performers. 

●​ Plan your rides: If you're visiting primarily for Thrill Ville, compare 
wristband options before arriving. 

●​ Wear comfortable shoes: The Kentucky Exposition Center and fairgrounds 
involve plenty of walking. 

●​ Stay hydrated: August in Louisville can be hot and humid. 
●​ Plan your food stops: Popular vendors can become busy during peak meal 

times. 
●​ Stay nearby: Hotels around the airport and Kentucky Exposition Center are 

convenient for fair visitors. 
●​ Allow extra travel time: Traffic can increase around the fairgrounds during 

busy evenings and weekends. 
●​ Check daily hours: Different parts of the fair have different opening and 

closing times. 



 

Things to Do Near Louisville During the Fair 

Louisville offers plenty of attractions, making it easy to turn your Kentucky State 
Fair visit into a longer trip. 

Churchill Downs 

Visit Churchill Downs, the legendary home of the Kentucky Derby. Racing fans 
can explore the grounds and learn more about the history of one of America's most 
famous horse races. 

Louisville Mega Cavern 

The Louisville Mega Cavern offers underground adventure activities and is a 
popular family attraction. 

Downtown Louisville 

Explore downtown Louisville for museums, restaurants, historic neighborhoods, 
riverfront parks, and entertainment. 

Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory 

Baseball fans can visit the Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory to learn about 
the history and manufacturing of the iconic Louisville Slugger baseball bat. 

Explore Kentucky Bourbon Country 

Louisville is an excellent starting point for exploring Kentucky's bourbon heritage. 
Visitors can visit distilleries in and around the city or plan a longer trip along the 
Kentucky Bourbon Trail. 

 

Why You Should Visit the Kentucky State Fair in 2026 



The Kentucky State Fair brings together many of the experiences travelers 
associate with a classic American state fair: agriculture, livestock, carnival rides, 
food, competitions, live music, and family entertainment. 

The 2026 edition has an additional reason to visit, with America250 programming 
celebrating the 250th anniversary of the United States through special exhibits, 
competitions, and interactive experiences. 

For travelers, the fair’s Louisville location makes the experience even more 
appealing. You can visit the fair during the day and explore Louisville’s museums, 
restaurants, bourbon attractions, and historic sites during the rest of your trip. 

Conclusion 

The Kentucky State Fair 2026 runs from August 20-30 at the Kentucky Exposition 
Center in Louisville. With agriculture, livestock, carnival rides, live concerts, 
competitions, food, and family entertainment, it offers a full Kentucky summer 
experience. 

The 2026 fair also celebrates America’s 250th birthday, making this year’s event 
particularly notable for visitors interested in Kentucky history and American 
heritage. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

When is the Kentucky State Fair 2026? 

The Kentucky State Fair 2026 takes place from August 20-30, 2026, at the 
Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville. 

Where is the Kentucky State Fair held? 

The fair is held at the Kentucky Exposition Center, 937 Phillips Lane, Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

How much are tickets to the Kentucky State Fair 2026? 



Advance admission starts at $9 and includes parking. Regular admission currently 
starts at $12, while children age 5 and under are free. Prices and promotions can 
change, so check the official ticket page before visiting. 

Are concerts included with Kentucky State Fair admission? 

The 2026 fair includes a Texas Roadhouse Concert Series along with other 
entertainment. Check the official schedule and ticket requirements for individual 
performances before attending. 

Is the Kentucky State Fair family-friendly? 

Yes. Families can enjoy livestock exhibits, AgLand, Discovery Farm, carnival 
rides, games, entertainment, competitions, food, and other attractions throughout 
the fairgrounds. 

What can I do near the Kentucky State Fair? 

Visitors can explore Churchill Downs, Louisville Mega Cavern, downtown 
Louisville, the Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory, and Kentucky's bourbon 
attractions during their fair trip. 
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