
15 Things to do in Nashville: Experience Music City 
Like a Local 

 

Nashville has exploded over the last few years, and while the energy is incredible, 
the sudden tourism boom means it is easier than ever to get stuck in overpriced 
tourist traps. Lower Broadway is an absolute blast, but if you spend your entire trip 
trapped inside three-story mega-bars drinking marked-up cocktails, you are going 
to miss the real soul of the city. 

Whether you are mapping out a high-energy weekend with friends, planning a 
stroller-friendly family vacation, or sneaking away for a quiet couples' retreat, 
hitting the right spots requires a solid game plan. This guide cuts straight to the 
real-world utility: what attractions are actually worth your time and money, where 
to find the best food, and how to navigate the city’s unique neighborhood layout 
without wasting your vacation hours. 

 



The Heavy Hitters: Music & Entertainment Landmarks 

You cannot visit Nashville without experiencing its music scene, but how and when 
you visit these iconic spots completely dictates whether you have a legendary 
experience or end up frustrated and broke. 

1. Honky Tonk Highway (Lower Broadway) 

This is the famous four-block stretch of Lower Broadway lined with multi-level 
bars packed with live musical acts from 10:00 AM until 3:00 AM every single day 
of the year. There is never a cover charge at the door, and the world-class 
musicians on stage play entirely for the cash tips you drop in their buckets. 

●​ The Reality Check: By 8:00 PM, Broadway transforms into a chaotic, 
shoulder-to-shoulder sea of bachelorette parties, loud crowds, and intense 
street noise. If you try to bar-hop at night, you will spend most of your 
evening waiting in massive lines outside or fighting your way to a bar just to 
order a drink that is marked up to premium tourist prices. 

●​ The Play: Go between noon and 4:00 PM. The musicians playing the day 
shifts are often veteran session players who are technically superior, the bars 
are clean, the bartenders are attentive, and you can actually grab a stool right 
next to the stage to enjoy the show. 

●​ Where to Go: Skip the massive, multi-million-dollar celebrity bars that feel 
like generic sports stadiums. Instead, head straight to Robert’s Western 
World. It is a glorious, completely unpretentious throwback spot where you 
can hear traditional honky-tonk and classic rockabilly music, drink ice-cold 
beer, and chat with locals. If you get hungry, order their famous “Recession 
Special”, a fried bologna sandwich, a bag of potato chips, a pickle, and a 
cold PBR beer for exactly $6. 

2. The Ryman Auditorium 

Known globally as the “Mother Church of Country Music,” this historic venue is 
famous for its flawless, church-like acoustic properties and its iconic, wrap-around 
wooden church pews. Every music legend from Louis Armstrong to Dolly Parton 
has graced this stage. 



●​ The Play: Do not waste your money on a daytime self-guided tour just to 
walk through historical museum plaques and look at empty seats. Instead, 
take that exact same cash and put it toward a ticket for an evening concert or 
comedy show. Because of the curved architecture and the warm wooden 
pews, catching a live performance inside this room is an absolute spiritual 
experience, regardless of who is performing. 

●​ Logistics: The security lines at the main entrance bottleneck heavily right 
before showtime, wrapping completely around the brick building. To avoid 
the stress, grab an early dinner nearby and head to the security gates about 
40 to 45 minutes before the ticketed start time to beat the crowd and find 
your pew comfortably. 

3. Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum 

A massive, beautifully designed downtown museum preserving the instruments, 
iconic stage costumes, rare vehicles, and personal stories of American music 
history. 

●​ The Play: The museum operates on strict, timed-entry ticketing to control 
crowd sizes, which means you cannot simply walk up to the box office and 
expect to get in. You must book your specific time slot online days in 
advance. 

●​ Logistics: Give yourself at least two to three full hours here because the 
artifact collection is incredibly dense. If you are traveling with children, skip 
past the dense text walls on the lower levels and head straight to the third 
floor, where the Taylor Swift Education Center offers interactive 
instrument-testing stations and hands-on craft activities for families. 

4. The Grand Ole Opry House 

The world’s longest-running live radio broadcast. Instead of a standard two-hour 
concert by a single artist, an Opry ticket grants you access to a fast-paced, 
traditional variety show where 5 to 8 different artists perform short, high-energy 
15-minute sets on a single night. 



●​ The Play: Keep in mind that the modern Opry House is located about 20 
minutes northeast of downtown Nashville near the Gaylord Opryland Resort, 
it is completely separate and not walkable from Broadway. Budget roughly 
$25 to $30 for a rideshare each way. Always check the official performer 
lineup online before buying your tickets; the show mixes rising bluegrass 
pickers with legacy Hall of Famers, so you want to ensure the night's lineup 
matches your musical tastes. 

5. The Bluebird Cafe 

A tiny, legendary 90-seat listening room hidden inside an unassuming suburban 
strip mall in the Green Hills neighborhood. This is the exact room where famous 
songwriters sit in a tight circle in the center of the room and perform their hit songs 
acoustically. 

●​ The Play: Landing a seat here is notoriously difficult because of the 
microscopic capacity. Ticket windows open online exactly one week in 
advance of the show date and routinely sell out in under 60 seconds. If you 
miss out on the online window, they do keep a very small handful of seats 
open for walk-ins on the night of the show. To get those, you will need to 
physically join the queue on the outside sidewalk at least two to three hours 
before the doors open, so bring a jacket and clear your afternoon schedule. 

6. Historic RCA Studio B 

The exact recording studio located on Music Row where legends like Elvis Presley, 
Dolly Parton, Roy Orbison, and Willie Nelson cut over 35,000 hit records. 

●​ Logistics: You cannot simply drive up to the building and walk in for a tour. 
The historic site is protected, and tours depart daily via a dedicated shuttle 
bus exclusively from the Country Music Hall of Fame downtown. Make sure 
you select the combined ticket package when booking your main museum 
pass online so your transportation and entry times are perfectly 
synchronized. 

 



The Real Food Scene: Hot Chicken & Meat-and-Threes 

Nashville’s food scene is booming with high-end, innovative dining, but the 
culinary soul of the city remains anchored in its historic comfort foods and fiery 
spices. 

7. Nashville Hot Chicken 

This is fresh chicken marinated extensively in rich buttermilk, double-breaded, 
deep-fried to a perfect crisp, and then coated in an intense cayenne pepper lard 
paste. It is traditionally served resting on thick slices of white bread to soak up the 
grease, topped with sour pickle chips. 

●​ Where to Go: Prince’s Hot Chicken is the undisputed historical pioneer of 
the dish, born out of a legendary local story of romantic revenge. For a 
highly consistent, modern option with easy downtown or Gulch access, hit 
Hattie B’s Hot Chicken. 

●​ The Play: Be incredibly careful and humble when selecting your spice 
levels. “Medium” at most authentic Nashville hot chicken joints carries a 
serious, sweat-inducing kick that surpasses buffalo wings. If you aren't a 
regular fan of extreme chili spice, stick to “Mild” or “Southern (No Heat)” 
to protect your stomach and ensure you enjoy the flavor without ruining the 
rest of your vacation days. 

8. The Southern Meat-and-Three 

An authentic local dining tradition that dates back to the city's early working-class 
industrial days. You choose one primary meat option (like country fried steak, 
slow-roasted beef, or baked ham) and pair it with three classic Southern side 
choices (like baked mac-and-cheese, fried green tomatoes, turnip greens, or 
creamed corn). 

●​ Where to Go: Skip the trendy, overpriced tourist brunch spots one afternoon 
and grab a classic cafeteria tray at Arnold’s Country Kitchen. It is a James 
Beard Award-winning local institution that has spent decades serving up the 
finest comfort food in the state. Go early for lunch to get the freshest 
cornbread and a slice of their famous homemade banana pudding. 



9. Rooftop Lounge Culture 

The downtown skyline has completely exploded over the last decade with 
multi-level rooftop lounges, many of which are branded and owned by massive 
country stars like Luke Bryan, Dierks Bentley, and Blake Shelton. 

●​ Where to Go: Head to Dierks Bentley’s Whiskey Row for one of the 
highest viewpoints on Broadway, or visit Blake Shelton’s Ole Red for an 
upscale open-air lounge environment with top-tier sound systems. 

●​ The Play: Go right around sunset to capture the best panoramic photos of 
the Cumberland River and the glowing neon below. However, skip ordering 
a full dinner on the rooftops, menu prices up there are heavily marked up for 
tourists. Your best bet is to grab a pre-dinner cocktail for the views, and then 
walk to a surrounding neighborhood to eat a real meal. 

10. Nelson’s Green Brier Distillery 

Located in the historic Marathon Village industrial brick complex, this distillery 
revives a massive pre-Prohibition family whiskey recipe that was hidden for 
generations. 

●​ The Play: Take the production tour to taste authentic Tennessee sour mash 
whiskey and learn about the unique "Lincoln County Process"—a rigorous 
charcoal-mellowing step that sets state whiskey apart from standard 
bourbon. Marathon Village itself is an old 1800s car factory full of unique 
local artisan shops, making it a great place to walk around for an hour 
post-tasting to pick up authentic souvenirs. 

 
 

Parks, Culture & Neighborhood Gems 

When you need a clean, relaxing break from the loud music and dense bar 
corridors, head out into Nashville’s beautiful open public spaces and artistic hubs. 



11. The Parthenon (Centennial Park) 

Standing proudly in the center of Centennial Park is a stunning, full-scale, and 
structurally exact architectural replica of the original ancient Greek monument in 
Athens, Greece. It was originally built for Tennessee’s 1897 Centennial Exposition 
to honor the city’s reputation as the “Athens of the South.” 

●​ The Play: Walking around the massive exterior stone columns, exploring 
the sunken gardens, and relaxing on the surrounding lawns of Centennial 
Park is entirely free and makes for a fantastic afternoon picnic spot. If you 
want to pay a small admission fee to go inside the interior museum doors, it 
is well worth it to stand before the monumental, 42-foot gold-leaf statue of 
Athena, the largest indoor statue in the Western Hemisphere. 

12. John Seigenthaler Pedestrian Bridge 

One of the longest car-free pedestrian bridges in the world, stretching over 3,000 
feet across the Cumberland River and connecting the downtown financial district 
directly to the quiet riverbanks of East Nashville. 

●​ The Play: Walk across the bridge right at dusk or early morning. It gives 
you the absolute best, completely unobstructed panoramic photo opportunity 
of the iconic downtown skyline as the city skyscraper lights turn on, 
completely free of charge. 

13. Cheekwood Estate and Gardens 

A breathtaking 55-acre botanical garden and historic 1930s Georgian-style 
mansion art museum located about 8 miles southwest of the city center. 

●​ The Play: This is the ultimate peaceful afternoon escape if you want a break 
from the concrete downtown core. The property features 11 distinct 
landscaped gardens and a mile-long woodland sculpture trail. Because it is a 
protected cultural site, you must reserve your parking pass and entry tickets 
online via their portal before driving out to the gates. 



14. 12 South Neighborhood 

A highly walkable, half-mile stretch of 12th Avenue South lined with beautiful 
tree-shaded residential homes, upscale local clothing boutiques, independent coffee 
shops, and famous street art murals. 

●​ The Play: Spend an afternoon strolling the sidewalks to shop for premium 
local denim at Imogene + Willie, snap a classic travel photo in front of the 
blue-and-white "I Believe in Nashville" wall mural, and grab a signature 
100-layer donut (a decadent hybrid of a croissant and a donut) from the 
famous Five Daughters Bakery. 

15. Printers Alley 

A narrow, historic cobblestone alleyway tucked away between Third and Fourth 
Avenues downtown that originally housed the city’s booming printing and 
publishing industry in the early 1900s. 

●​ The Play: During Prohibition, these printing shops secretly transformed into 
underground speakeasies. Today, the alley retains that vintage, moody 
atmosphere. Head here late in the evening for a jazz and blues-filled 
alternative to the loud country music on Broadway. Check out Skull’s 
Rainbow Room for an incredible prime rib dinner accompanied by a live 
jazz band. 

 
 

Tailored Travel Plan for Nashville: Pick Your Travel Style 

Every traveler experiences Music City through a different lens. A wild night out 
looks completely different from a stroller-friendly family trip or a quiet couple's 
getaway. To give you immediate, actionable guidance, we have broken down 
complete trip blueprints for every type of travel style. Select the exact plan below 
that matches your group. 



The Budget Traveler’s Master Blueprint 

You do not need a massive bank account to experience the full weight of 
Nashville's culture. Music City is uniquely built for budget travel because its 
primary draw, live music, is entirely free to access if you know how to navigate the 
streets. 

●​ Where to Go & What to Do: Spend your mornings exploring the outer 
grounds of Centennial Park to marvel at the sheer scale of the full-sized 
Parthenon replica. It costs nothing to walk the trail loop or sit by the lake. In 
the afternoon, cross the river via the John Seigenthaler Pedestrian Bridge 
for zero-cost, sweeping panoramic photos of the city skyscrapers. When you 
are ready for music, skip the shiny celebrity mega-bars and head straight into 
Robert’s Western World or Layla’s Honky Tonk on Lower Broadway. 

●​ When to Go: Hit the honky-tonks between 11:00 AM and 3:00 PM. This is 
the ultimate budget hack: you get the absolute best veteran session musicians 
playing for tips, zero lines, and cheap daytime drink prices. 

●​ Why Go: This layout lets you experience legendary, authentic country 
music culture without paying a single cover charge. 

●​ The Inside Saver Tip: For food, order the famous "Recession Special" at 
Robert’s Western World. For exactly $6, you get a fried bologna sandwich, a 
bag of chips, a pickle, and an ice-cold PBR beer. Pair that with a $4 
breakfast biscuit from Biscuit Love in the Gulch, and you can easily 
experience a full day of sightseeing, food, and world-class live music for 
under twenty dollars. 

 

2. The Intergenerational Family Roadmap 

Navigating Nashville with kids or teenagers requires skipping the rowdy bar rows 
and focusing on wide-open spaces, interactive environments, and flexible dining 
structures where everyone can find something they like. 

●​ Where to Go & What to Do: Dedicate a full morning to the Adventure 
Science Center, letting the kids climb the multi-story indoor towers and 



experience the hands-on physics and space exhibits. Spend your afternoon at 
the Nashville Zoo at Grassmere, taking the kids through the customized 
bamboo trail treks and cloud leopard encounters. For music and history, head 
to the Country Music Hall of Fame and bypass the dense text walls, head 
straight to the third floor’s Taylor Swift Education Center, which features 
interactive instrument-testing stations and youth craft rooms. 

●​ When to Go: Start your days early. Hit the famous Pancake Pantry in 
Hillsboro Village right at 7:00 AM. Getting there early means you 
completely skip the hour-long sidewalk line, meaning hungry kids get their 
sweet potato pancakes immediately. Time your museum visits for 
mid-afternoon when the summer heat peaks and you need high-quality air 
conditioning. 

●​ Why Go: This plan keeps kids completely active and engaged while keeping 
parents safely away from the adult-centric nightlife corridors. 

●​ The Family Dining Save: For lunch, do not try to sit down at a traditional 
restaurant. Head directly to the Assembly Food Hall downtown. It houses 
over 30 local food stalls under one roof. Parents can grab artisan sushi or hot 
chicken, kids can get fresh wood-fired pizza, and the whole family can sit 
together at open tables without waiting on a slow server. 

 

3. The Romantic Couples’ Escape 

If you are planning an anniversary, a honeymoon, or a sophisticated weekend away 
together, you need to know how to slip past the loud bachelorette parties and find 
the intimate side of Music City. 

●​ Where to Go & What to Do: Spend a quiet afternoon walking 
hand-in-hand through the 55 acres of manicured botanical trails and historic 
stone estates at Cheekwood Gardens. For shopping, skip downtown and 
stroll the tree-lined sidewalks of the 12 South corridor to browse custom 
local denim at Imogene + Willie. As night falls, leave Broadway behind and 
head into the cobblestone paths of Printers Alley for an upscale, candlelit 



prime rib dinner accompanied by a live jazz band at Skull’s Rainbow 
Room. 

●​ When to Go: Plan your romantic trip for the spring (April-May) or fall 
(September-October) to catch the gardens in full bloom or vibrant autumn 
colors. Book your dinner slots for late evening (around 8:30 PM) when the 
early dinner rush clears out and the atmosphere turns quiet and intimate. 

●​ Why Go: Nashville has a deeply rich, sophisticated culinary and cocktail 
culture hidden right beneath its loud country exterior. This plan exposes you 
to the elegant, artistic side of the city. 

●​ The Cocktail Secret: Wrap up your evening by making a reservation at The 
Patterson House in Midtown. It is a quiet, hidden speakeasy tucked behind 
heavy velvet curtains where expert bartenders craft custom, bespoke 
cocktails based entirely on your personal flavor profile and spirits 
preferences. 

 

4. The True Local Nightlife Circuit 

If your goal is to stay out late but you want to party where Nashville’s actual local 
indie artists, session musicians, and creative industry workers hang out, you need 
to look completely beyond the Broadway tourist strip. 

●​ Where to Go & What to Do: Start your evening in the trendy, industrial 
Wedgewood-Houston district, grabbing local craft seasonal beers on the 
outdoor patio at Jackalope Brewing Company. Next, take a short rideshare 
across the river to The Basement East in East Nashville—this is the 
premier spot to catch high-energy indie rock, alternative, or underground 
music showcases. Wrap up your night at Dino’s Bar, a legendary local dive 
bar that has been operating for decades. 

●​ When to Go: The local scene doesn’t truly get moving until after 9:00 PM. 
Plan to arrive at the music venues around 8:30 PM to grab a drink before the 
headliners take the stage. 



●​ Why Go: Lower Broadway plays fantastic country covers, but if you want 
to hear original, cutting-edge music across all genres, the outer 
neighborhoods are where the city's real creative energy lives. 

●​ The Late-Night Survival Tip: Broadway bars cut off food menus early, but 
Dino's Bar serves up their legendary late-night cheeseburgers, fries, and 
cold drinks until 3:00 AM. It is the ultimate local post-show tradition. 

 

Where to Stay & Getting Around 

Where you choose to book your hotel or rental room will completely dictate your 
daily transit budget, your overall sleep quality, and the baseline vibe of your entire 
vacation. 

Downtown & SoBro (South of Broadway) 

Stay in this geographic epicenter if your absolute top priority is convenience and 
walkability. Booking a room here puts you within a 5-to-10-minute walk of 
Broadway, the Ryman Auditorium, the Bridgestone Arena, and primary museums. 
You can walk out of your hotel lobby and instantly be in the center of the action 
without ever needing a car. 

●​ Where to Look: Focus your hotel search along Rep. John Lewis Way or 
near the Cumberland Riverfront park corridor. Notable anchor properties 
include the luxury JW Marriott or the historic Hermitage Hotel. 

●​ The Trade-off: Hotel room rates here skew the highest in the entire state, 
and street noise from late-night bars and emergency vehicles is non-stop. If 
you want a quiet evening or are traveling with small children, this 
neighborhood will feel overwhelming after dark. 

The Gulch 

A polished, upscale urban district built on a completely repurposed historic railroad 
yard. It is a master-planned neighborhood filled with modern luxury high-rises, 
boutique fitness studios, high-end shops, and trendy brunch spots that draw a 



younger, fashion-forward crowd. It is incredibly clean, highly secure, and very 
photogenic. 

●​ Where to Look: Target the properties sitting directly along 11th Avenue 
South, placing you steps away from the famous wings mural and premier 
dining options like The Thompson Nashville. 

●​ The Trade-off: This area completely lacks historic Southern architecture, 
grit, or character. It feels like a shiny new metropolis, and the dining and 
retail prices skew heavily toward premium luxury brackets. 

East Nashville 

Located directly across the Cumberland River, this massive historic district is the 
creative, bohemian soul of Music City. It is the neighborhood where the city's local 
artists, songwriters, and top culinary chefs actually live and work. The area is 
dominated by beautifully restored 1900s craftsman homes, quirky indie coffee 
shops, vintage clothing boutiques, and an incredible food scene centered around 
the lively Five Points Intersection. 

●​ Where to Look: Focus on charming boutique guesthouses, historic 
bed-and-breakfasts, or local vacation rentals surrounding Gallatin Pike and 
Clearview Avenue. Stays like the Urban Cowboy offer an incredible, trendy 
Western-chic aesthetic. 

●​ The Trade-off: You cannot walk to the major downtown landmarks or 
Broadway from here. You will be entirely dependent on rideshares or a 
vehicle to cross the river bridges to get downtown. 

Midtown & West End 

Bordering the beautiful green grounds of Vanderbilt University, this leafy district 
effortlessly mixes a vibrant, casual collegiate energy with upscale residential 
charm, offering immediate access to the full-scale Parthenon replica in Centennial 
Park. 

●​ Where to Look: Look for mid-tier business hotels and boutique stays 
running along West End Avenue or tucked quietly behind Division Street. 



Stays like the Graduate Nashville offer a fun, quirky, Dolly Parton-themed 
aesthetic that is perfect for travelers who want a unique experience. 

●​ The Trade-off: The nightlife scene right outside your door centers heavily 
around local sports pubs, college bars, and intimate indie-rock clubs rather 
than traditional country music honky-tonks. 

 

Transportation & Transit Survival Rules 

●​ Do Not Rent a Car Downtown: If you plan on spending the vast majority 
of your trip within the downtown core, renting a car is a major financial 
mistake. Downtown traffic is heavily congested, and hotel valet or public 
parking garage fees are exceptionally steep, routinely ranging from $40 to 
$60 per night. Save that cash for food and entertainment. 

●​ The Best Transit Strategy: The immediate downtown core is entirely 
walkable on foot. For trips to outer neighborhoods like East Nashville, 12 
South, or the Grand Ole Opry, simply utilize Uber or Lyft. Rideshares are 
highly reliable, readily available within minutes at all hours, and cost 
significantly less over a weekend than daily car rental and parking fees. 

●​ Quick Distances: Look out for app-based electric scooters and e-bikes 
scattered along downtown sidewalks for a quick, cheap, and fun way to 
make short-distance dashes down the street blocks. 

 

Insider Travel Tips for Visiting Nashville 

Before you pack your bags and head to Music City, there are a few unwritten local 
rules you need to know. These quick tips will save you money, prevent awkward 
situations, and help you blend right in with the locals. 

The Broadway Tipping System 

Because there are no cover charges at the door on Lower Broadway, the 
world-class musicians on stage are playing almost entirely for tips. 



●​ The Rule: Always carry a stack of $5, $10, or $20 bills on you. If you hang 
out for a set and enjoy the music, drop cash in the tip bucket (often a giant 
cowboy hat) when it comes around. 

●​ The Request: The bands will play almost any song request if you slide a 
$20 bill up to the stage with a note. Just don't ask for "Wagon Wheel" unless 
you want them to roll their eyes. 

What to Actually Wear 

You will see plenty of tourists dressed in head-to-toe rhinestone cowboy gear and 
brand-new boots, but you don't need to overdo it to fit in. 

●​ The Reality: Nashville is incredibly casual. Jeans, a vintage t-shirt, and 
comfortable sneakers are the standard local uniform. 

●​ The Warning: Lower Broadway is full of steep, historic staircases and 
cobblestone alleyways. If you buy brand-new cowboy boots on your first 
day, do not wear them out that night. Breaking in stiff leather while walking 
miles on concrete is a recipe for painful blisters. Stick to broken-in, 
comfortable footwear. 

The 30-Day Booking Window 

Nashville’s food and entertainment scene is highly competitive. If you wait until 
you land in the city to book your evening plans, you will end up eating fast food or 
sitting in the back row. 

●​ Restaurants: Popular spots in The Gulch, Germantown, and Midtown open 
their reservation books online exactly 30 days in advance via platforms like 
Resy or OpenTable. Set a calendar reminder to lock in your weekend dinner 
slots. 

●​ Shows: Venues like The Bluebird Cafe or the Grand Ole Opry sell out 
weeks or months ahead. Secure your tickets the moment you book your 
flights. 



Bypassing the Bachelorette Crowds 

If the non-stop party bus traffic, pedal taverns, and screaming bachelorette parties 
on Broadway start to wear you down, you need a quick exit strategy. 

●​ The Escape Route: Walk two blocks north to Printers Alley for dark, 
moody jazz lounges, or take a 5-minute rideshare out to East Nashville. East 
Nashville's neighborhood bars are entirely free of tractor-pulled party 
wagons and offer a laid-back, creative atmosphere. 

Conclusion 

Nashville is a destination that offers something for every traveler. Whether you 
want to experience legendary live music, explore fascinating museums, sample 
authentic Southern cuisine, stroll through vibrant neighborhoods, or simply soak up 
the city's welcoming atmosphere, Music City never disappoints. From first-time 
visitors to returning travelers, there's always a new attraction, hidden gem, or local 
favorite waiting to be discovered. 

Use this guide to plan your itinerary, prioritize the attractions that match your 
interests, and make the most of your time in Nashville. With the right plan, you'll 
leave with unforgettable memories and plenty of reasons to return. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What are the best things to do in Nashville for first-time visitors? 

First-time visitors should explore Broadway, visit the Grand Ole Opry, tour the 
Ryman Auditorium, see the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum, walk 
through Centennial Park, and enjoy Nashville's famous hot chicken and live music 
scene. 

 

How many days do you need in Nashville? 



A 2 to 3-day trip is enough to experience Nashville's top attractions, live music 
venues, museums, and restaurants. If you want to explore nearby neighborhoods or 
take day trips, plan for 4 to 5 days. 

 

Is Nashville worth visiting? 

Yes. Nashville is one of the top travel destinations in the United States, offering 
live music, Southern cuisine, historic landmarks, museums, professional sports, 
vibrant nightlife, and attractions suitable for couples, families, and solo travelers. 

 

What is Nashville most famous for? 

Nashville is best known as the Music City, home to the Grand Ole Opry, 
Broadway honky-tonks, the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum, and a rich 
history of country music. 

 

What are the best free things to do in Nashville? 

Popular free activities include walking along Broadway, exploring Centennial 
Park, visiting the Tennessee State Museum, admiring Nashville's murals, and 
enjoying free live music at many downtown venues. 

 

Is Nashville family-friendly? 

Absolutely. Families can visit the Nashville Zoo, Adventure Science Center, 
Centennial Park, the Parthenon, and numerous interactive museums and parks 
designed for children of all ages. 

 

What is the best time of year to visit Nashville? 



The best times to visit Nashville are April through May and September through 
October, when temperatures are comfortable and the city hosts numerous festivals 
and outdoor events. 

 

Where should I stay in Nashville? 

Downtown is ideal for first-time visitors who want easy access to Broadway and 
major attractions. The Gulch offers upscale hotels and dining, while Midtown, 
Germantown, East Nashville, and Opryland each provide unique experiences for 
different travel styles. 

 

Can you explore Nashville without a car? 

Yes. Downtown Nashville is highly walkable, and rideshare services are widely 
available. However, renting a car is recommended if you plan to visit attractions 
outside the downtown area. 

 

What food should I try in Nashville? 

Don’t leave Nashville without trying Nashville hot chicken, Tennessee barbecue, 
meat-and-three restaurants, Southern biscuits, fried catfish, and the city's famous 
Goo Goo Cluster candy. 

 

What are the best things to do in Nashville at night? 

Spend the evening enjoying live music on Broadway, attending a concert at the 
Ryman Auditorium or Grand Ole Opry, visiting rooftop bars, taking a river cruise, 
or exploring Nashville's lively nightlife districts. 

 



Is Nashville a good destination for couples? 

Yes. Couples can enjoy romantic rooftop dinners, live music performances, scenic 
walks through Centennial Park, river cruises, wine tastings, and boutique shopping 
in neighborhoods like 12 South and The Gulch. 
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