Best Museums in Nashville: 10 Must-Visit Museums
for Every Traveler (2026 Guide)
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MUSIC, HISTORY & CULTURE AWAIT!

While Nashville is famous for its live music and vibrant nightlife, the city is also
home to an impressive collection of museums that celebrate everything from
country music and civil rights to fine art, science, and Tennessee history. Whether
you're a first-time visitor, traveling with kids, or looking for a rainy-day activity,
Nashville's museums offer engaging experiences for every interest and age group.

From world-famous attractions like the Country Music Hall of Fame to hidden
gems showcasing local history and contemporary art, these museums provide a
deeper look into the people, culture, and stories that shaped Music City. This guide
highlights the best museums in Nashville, helping you decide which ones deserve a
spot on your itinerary.

Nashville Museums at a Glance



Quick Fact Details

Best For History buffs, families, music lovers & art enthusiasts
Admission Varies - depending on the museum
Top Museum Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum

Family Favorite = Adventure Science Center

Don’t Miss Country Music Hall of Fame, Johnny Cash Museum &
Frist Art Museum

Best Time to Visit Weekday mornings for smaller crowds

Getting Around  Most downtown museums are within walking distance

10 Best Museums in Nashville

From legendary music museums to inspiring art galleries and interactive science
centers, these are the best museums in Nashville for every type of traveler.

1. Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum

Google Rating: Highly Rated (4.8+/5)

Location: 222 Rep. John Lewis Way South, Downtown Nashville
Admission: Get Tickets Here

Best For: Music lovers & first-time visitors

Highlights: Historic artifacts, costumes, instruments & interactive exhibits

Best Time to Visit: Morning on weekdays

No museum captures the spirit of Nashville better than the Country Music Hall of
Fame and Museum. As one of the largest music museums in the world, it
showcases the evolution of country music through interactive exhibits, rare
recordings, legendary instruments, stage costumes, handwritten lyrics, and personal
memorabilia from some of the genre's biggest stars.


https://www.countrymusichalloffame.org/select-your-experience

Visitors can explore exhibits featuring icons like Dolly Parton, Johnny Cash, Patsy
Cline, Willie Nelson, and Garth Brooks while learning how Nashville became the
heart of country music. The museum also hosts rotating exhibitions, ensuring every
visit offers something new.

¢ Visitor Tip: Allow at least two to three hours to fully explore the exhibits,
especially if you're a country music fan.

2. Johnny Cash Museum

Google Rating: Highly Rated (4.7+/5)

Location: 119 3rd Avenue South, Downtown Nashville

Admission: Get Tickets Here

Best For: Country music fans & history enthusiasts

Highlights: Personal artifacts, guitars, stage costumes & handwritten letters
Best Time to Visit: Early afternoon

Dedicated entirely to the legendary “Man in Black,” the Johnny Cash Museum
houses the world’s largest collection of Johnny Cash memorabilia. Visitors can
trace his remarkable journey from humble beginnings in Arkansas to becoming one
of the most influential musicians in American history.

The exhibits include original guitars, gold records, military uniforms, personal
photographs, stage costumes, and heartfelt letters that reveal both his musical
legacy and personal life.

¢ Visitor Tip: Purchase tickets online if you are visiting during weekends, as the
museum is one of downtown Nashville's busiest attractions.

3. Frist Art Museum

e Google Rating: Highly Rated (4.7+/5)
e Location: 919 Broadway, Downtown Nashville
o Admission: Get Tickets Here



https://www.johnnycashmuseum.com/tickets
https://fristartmuseum.org/tickets/

e Best For: Art lovers & couples
e Highlights: Rotating exhibitions, photography & contemporary art
e Best Time to Visit: Weekday afternoons

Housed inside Nashville’s beautifully restored Art Deco post office, the Frist Art
Museum is one of Tennessee’s leading cultural institutions. Unlike traditional
museums with permanent collections, the Frist presents rotating exhibitions from

internationally renowned museums and artists, meaning no two visits are exactly
alike.

From classic European paintings to contemporary photography and modern
sculpture, the museum offers something for every art enthusiast.

¢ Visitor Tip: Check the exhibition calendar before your visit to see which
special collections are on display.

4. Tennessee State Museum

Google Rating: Highly Rated (4.8+/5)

Location: 1000 Rosa L. Parks Boulevard, Nashville

Admission: Admission to the Tennessee State Museum is free

Best For: History lovers & budget travelers

Highlights: Tennessee history, Civil War exhibits & Native American

artifacts
e Best Time to Visit: Morning

One of Nashville's best free attractions, the Tennessee State Museum tells the story
of the Volunteer State from prehistoric times to the present day. Interactive
displays, historical artifacts, military collections, and immersive exhibits explore
Native American cultures, frontier settlements, the Civil War, civil rights, and
modern Tennessee.

Its engaging exhibits make it equally enjoyable for adults and older children.

¢ Visitor Tip: Since admission is free, this museum is perfect if you're looking
for a budget-friendly indoor activity.



5. Adventure Science Center

Google Rating: Highly Rated (4.6+/5)

Location: 800 Fort Negley Boulevard, Nashville

Admission: Get Tickets Here

Best For: Families with children

Highlights: Hands-on science exhibits, planetarium & interactive learning
Best Time to Visit: Morning

Adventure Science Center is one of Nashville's top family attractions, offering
more than 175 interactive exhibits covering space, physics, biology, engineering,
and technology. Children can experiment with hands-on activities while adults
enjoy engaging science demonstrations and the state-of-the-art planetarium.

It is an excellent rainy-day destination for families traveling with kids.

¢ Visitor Tip: Plan at least three hours if you're visiting with children because
there’s plenty to explore.

6. National Museum of African American Music

Google Rating: Highly Rated (4.8+/5)

Location: 510 Broadway, Downtown Nashville

Admission: Get Tickets Here

Best For: Music lovers, history enthusiasts & cultural travelers
Highlights: Interactive exhibits, legendary artists & music history
Best Time to Visit: Weekday mornings

Located in the heart of downtown Nashville, the National Museum of African
American Music celebrates the remarkable influence of African American artists
on more than 50 music genres, including gospel, jazz, blues, R&B, hip-hop, soul,
and rock. Through immersive exhibits, interactive listening stations, and
fascinating historical displays, visitors can explore the stories behind some of


https://www.adventuresci.org/visit/pricing/
https://71931.blackbaudhosting.com/71931/tickets?tab=3&txobjid=19fe0e05-94c4-45dc-a2a2-2b909df6aa09

America’s greatest musicians while understanding how their contributions shaped
modern music.

Unlike traditional museums, this attraction encourages visitors to interact with the
exhibits, making it one of Nashville’s most engaging cultural experiences.

+ Visitor Tip: Bring headphones or take advantage of the museum's interactive
listening experiences to fully enjoy the music collections.

7. Musicians Hall of Fame & Museum

Google Rating: Highly Rated (4.8+/5)

Location: 401 Gay Street, Nashville (Municipal Auditorium)

Admission: Get Tickets Here

Best For: Music fans & recording enthusiasts

Highlights: Recording studio exhibits, instruments & famous session

musicians
e Best Time to Visit: Morning or early afternoon

While many visitors focus on famous singers, the Musicians Hall of Fame &
Museum honors the talented musicians, producers, and recording professionals
who helped create some of the world’s greatest songs. The museum features
legendary instruments, recording equipment, Elvis Presley’s Cadillac, interactive
exhibits, and even a replica recording studio where visitors can experience what it
feels like to record music.

Its unique focus makes it an excellent complement to the Country Music Hall of
Fame.

¢ Visitor Tip: If you love behind-the-scenes music history, don't skip the

&

interactive recording studio exhibit.

8. Lane Motor Museum


https://www.musicianshalloffame.com/informationprices/

Google Rating: Highly Rated (4.8+/5)
Location: 702 Murfreesboro Pike, Nashville
Admission: Get Tickets Here

Best For: Car enthusiasts & families

Highlights: Rare European vehicles, motorcycles & vintage automobiles

Best Time to Visit: Late morning

Home to one of America's most unusual automobile collections, Lane Motor
Museum showcases more than 500 rare vehicles from around the world. Instead of
focusing on classic American muscle cars, the museum specializes in unique
European microcars, amphibious vehicles, military transports, experimental
prototypes, and historic motorcycles rarely seen anywhere else.

Even wvisitors with little interest in automobiles often find the collection
surprisingly entertaining because of its diversity and unusual exhibits.

¢ Visitor Tip: Check the museum calendar for demonstration days when selected
vehicles are driven outside.

9. RCA Studio B

Google Rating: Highly Rated (4.8+/5)

Location: 1611 Roy Acuff Place, Nashville (Music Row)
Admission: Get Tickets Here

Best For: Country music fans & first-time visitors
Highlights: Historic recording studio & Elvis Presley history
Best Time to Visit: Guided tours throughout the day

Often called the “Home of 1,000 Hits,” RCA Studio B is where legendary artists
including Elvis Presley, Dolly Parton, Roy Orbison, and the Everly Brothers
recorded many of their greatest songs. Rather than a traditional museum, visitors
join guided tours that explore the studio's rich musical history while standing
inside the very room where countless chart-topping records were created.


https://www.lanemotormuseum.org/visit/visit-lane-motor-museum/
https://www.countrymusichalloffame.org/select-your-experience

It is one of Nashville’s most authentic music experiences and an essential stop for
fans of American music history.

¢ Visitor Tip: Tours often sell out during peak travel seasons, so book your
tickets in advance.

10. The Parthenon Art Museum

e Google Rating: Highly Rated (4.7+/5)

e Location: Centennial Park, Nashville

o Admission: Get Tickets Here

e Best For: History lovers, photographers & families
([

°

Highlights: Full-scale Parthenon replica, Athena statue & art gallery
Best Time to Visit: Morning or sunset

One of Nashville’s most recognizable landmarks, the Parthenon is a full-scale
replica of the ancient Greek temple in Athens. Inside, visitors can admire a
breathtaking 42-foot statue of Athena along with an impressive collection of
nineteenth- and twentieth-century American paintings. Surrounded by the scenic
Centennial Park, the Parthenon offers both historical significance and one of the
city’s best photo opportunities.

Its combination of architecture, art, and beautiful surroundings makes it one of
Nashville’s most unique attractions.

F

¢ Visitor Tip: Visit during sunset to capture beautiful photographs of the
Parthenon reflected in the nearby lake.

Compare Nashville’s Top Museums

Compare Nashville’s top museums by admission, highlights, and visitor experience
to find the perfect attraction for your interests and itinerary.


https://www.nashvilleparthenon.com/hours-admission
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Tips for Visiting Museums in Nashville

Whether you are planning a weekend getaway or a longer stay, visiting Nashville’s

museums is one of the best ways to experience the city's rich history and culture

beyond Broadway. Keep these tips in mind to make the most of your visit:

e Purchase tickets online for popular museums to save time and secure your
preferred entry slot.

e Visit weekday mornings for a quieter experience and smaller crowds.



e Many downtown museums are within walking distance, making it easy to
visit two or three in a single day.

e Check each museum’s website before your visit for rotating exhibitions,
guided tours, and special events.

e If you are traveling with children, Adventure Science Center offers the most
interactive family experience, while history and music lovers should
prioritize the Country Music Hall of Fame and RCA Studio B.

Conclusion

Nashville’s museums showcase far more than country music. From
world-renowned music attractions and inspiring art galleries to fascinating history
museums and interactive science exhibits, there is something for every traveler to
enjoy. Whether you are exploring Music City for the first time or returning to
discover more of its cultural side, these museums provide memorable experiences
that perfectly complement Nashville’s famous entertainment and dining scene.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the most popular museum in Nashville?

The Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum is Nashville’s most visited museum
and one of the city’s top attractions.

Are there any free museums in Nashville?

Yes. The Tennessee State Museum offers free admission year-round and is one of
the best free attractions in the city.

Which Nashville museum is best for families?



The Adventure Science Center is the best choice for families, thanks to its
interactive exhibits, planetarium, and hands-on learning experiences.

Is the Johnny Cash Museum worth visiting?

Yes. It features the world’s largest collection of Johnny Cash memorabilia and
provides an excellent look into the life and career of one of country music's
greatest legends.

How many museums can you visit in one day?

Most visitors can comfortably explore two to three museums in a day, especially if
staying downtown where several attractions are located within walking distance.

What is the best museum for music lovers besides the Country Music Hall of
Fame?

The National Museum of African American Music, Musicians Hall of Fame &
Museum, and RCA Studio B are outstanding choices for anyone interested in the
broader history of American music.
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