
Romantic Things to Do in Nashville: 12 Date Ideas 
You will Never Forget 

 

Nashville may be famous for honky-tonks and live country music, but it is also one 
of the South’s most underrated romantic destinations. Beyond the lively crowds of 
Broadway, couples will find peaceful botanical gardens, elegant rooftop 
restaurants, intimate live music venues, scenic riverfront walks, and charming 
neighborhoods filled with local cafés and boutiques. Whether you are celebrating 
an anniversary, planning a honeymoon, celebrating Valentine's Day, or simply 
escaping for a weekend together, Music City offers experiences that suit every 
style and budget. 

This guide highlights the most romantic things to do in Nashville, from sunset 
skyline views and candlelit dinners to hidden local favorites that create 
unforgettable memories for two. 



 

12 Romantic Things to Do in Nashville 

1. Watch the Sunset from a Rooftop Bar 

One of the most romantic ways to begin an evening in Nashville is by watching the 
sun set over the city skyline from a rooftop bar. As daylight fades, the downtown 
buildings glow against the Cumberland River while live music creates the perfect 
atmosphere for a memorable date. Whether you are celebrating a special occasion 
or simply enjoying your first evening in Music City, rooftop lounges offer a 
relaxed setting to unwind together before dinner or a night out. 

Couples’ Tip: Arrive about 45 minutes before sunset to secure the best seating and 
enjoy both golden-hour views and the sparkling city lights after dark. 

 

2. Wander Through Cheekwood Estate & Gardens 

Cheekwood Estate & Gardens offers one of Nashville’s most peaceful and 
romantic settings. Spread across 55 acres, the estate features beautifully landscaped 
gardens, seasonal flower displays, wooded walking trails, fountains, and a historic 
mansion filled with art exhibitions. Every season brings something different, from 
colorful tulips in spring to spectacular holiday light displays during winter. The 
quiet atmosphere makes it an ideal escape from the energy of downtown. 

Couples’ Tip: Visit on weekday mornings or late afternoons for a quieter 
experience and some of the property's best photo opportunities. 

 

3. Enjoy a Concert at the Ryman Auditorium 

Few places combine history, music, and atmosphere like the Ryman Auditorium. 
Known as the “Mother Church of Country Music,” this legendary venue offers an 
intimate concert experience where every seat feels close to the stage. Even if 
country music isn't your favorite genre, the remarkable acoustics and historic 



surroundings make every performance feel special. Sharing a live concert here 
creates a memorable evening that perfectly captures Nashville's musical spirit. 

Couples' Tip: Pair your concert with dinner at a nearby restaurant to create a 
complete downtown date night. 

 

4. Share a Romantic Dinner in The Gulch 

The Gulch has become one of Nashville's premier dining neighborhoods, offering 
stylish restaurants, rooftop lounges, wine bars, and contemporary Southern cuisine. 
Couples can enjoy everything from perfectly cooked steaks and fresh seafood to 
chef-driven tasting menus in elegant settings. After dinner, take a leisurely walk 
through the beautifully lit streets filled with murals, boutique shops, and lively 
outdoor patios. 

Couples’ Tip: Make reservations several weeks ahead if you are visiting on 
weekends, especially during spring and fall when Nashville is busiest. 

 

5. Walk Across the John Seigenthaler Pedestrian Bridge at Night 

As the city lights reflect across the Cumberland River, the John Seigenthaler 
Pedestrian Bridge becomes one of Nashville's most romantic places for an evening 
walk. The bridge provides panoramic views of the downtown skyline, Nissan 
Stadium, and Broadway's famous neon lights. It's a peaceful experience that allows 
couples to escape the busy streets while enjoying one of the city’s best free 
attractions. 

Couples’ Tip: Bring a camera or smartphone because this is one of the best 
locations in Nashville for nighttime skyline photos. 

 

6. Explore the Charming 12 South Neighborhood Together 



The 12 South neighborhood offers a slower, more intimate side of Nashville. 
Couples can spend an afternoon browsing locally owned boutiques, enjoying 
handcrafted coffee, sharing dessert at Five Daughters Bakery, and taking photos in 
front of the famous “I Believe in Nashville” mural. Tree-lined streets and 
welcoming cafés create a relaxed atmosphere that's perfect for strolling hand in 
hand. 

Couples’ Tip: Visit during the late afternoon, enjoy coffee or dessert, then 
continue your evening with dinner nearby before heading downtown for live 
music. 

 

7. Spend an Evening in Historic Printers Alley 

Just a short walk from Broadway, Printers Alley offers a quieter and more intimate 
nightlife experience. Once home to Nashville’s printing industry, this historic alley 
is now filled with cozy jazz clubs, craft cocktail lounges, blues bars, and hidden 
speakeasies. The vintage brick buildings, glowing neon signs, and live music create 
an atmosphere that feels worlds away from the energetic crowds on Broadway, 
making it a favorite destination for couples looking for a more relaxed evening. 

Couples’ Tip: Reserve a table at Skull's Rainbow Room for live jazz, classic 
cocktails, and one of Nashville's most romantic dinner settings. 

 

8. Enjoy a Wine Tasting at Arrington Vineyards 

Located about 30 minutes south of downtown, Arrington Vineyards offers a 
peaceful escape surrounded by rolling Tennessee hills and beautiful vineyards. 
Founded in part by country music artist Kix Brooks, the winery features 
award-winning wines, picnic areas, outdoor seating, and regular live music during 
the warmer months. Couples can sample a variety of wines before relaxing on the 
lawn while enjoying scenic countryside views. 



Couples' Tip: Bring a picnic blanket and arrive in the late afternoon to enjoy wine 
tasting followed by a beautiful Tennessee sunset. 

 

9. Experience an Intimate Show at The Bluebird Cafe 

The Bluebird Cafe has earned legendary status for its intimate songwriter 
performances. Instead of large productions, audiences gather in a small room 
where talented songwriters perform the hits they've written for some of country 
music's biggest stars. The quiet setting allows couples to truly appreciate the music 
while sharing one of Nashville's most authentic experiences. 

Couples’ Tip: Tickets often sell out within minutes of becoming available, so 
purchase them as early as possible when planning your trip. 

 

10. Have a Picnic at Centennial Park 

Centennial Park provides one of Nashville's most beautiful outdoor settings for 
couples. Home to the city’s famous full-scale Parthenon replica, the park features 
walking paths, flower gardens, a peaceful lake, and plenty of shaded picnic areas. 
It's an ideal place to slow down between sightseeing and enjoy quality time 
together without spending much money. 

Couples’ Tip: Pick up sandwiches, pastries, or local treats from nearby cafés 
before arriving to create an affordable yet memorable picnic date. 

 

11. Relax with a Couples Spa Experience 

After a full day exploring Nashville, a couples spa treatment offers the perfect 
opportunity to relax together. Several luxury hotels and wellness centers 
throughout the city provide massages, facials, hydrotherapy treatments, and private 
spa packages designed specifically for couples. It's an excellent choice for 
anniversaries, honeymoons, or simply adding a little luxury to your getaway. 



Couples’ Tip: Morning appointments are often quieter and allow you to spend the 
rest of the day refreshed and ready to explore the city. 

 

12. End the Evening with Live Music Beyond Broadway 

While Broadway attracts most visitors, some of Nashville’s most memorable date 
nights happen in smaller neighborhood venues. Areas like East Nashville and 
Midtown feature intimate listening rooms, acoustic performances, indie music 
venues, and cozy bars where couples can enjoy live entertainment without the large 
tourist crowds. These venues showcase Nashville's incredible musical talent while 
providing a more personal atmosphere. 

Couples’ Tip: Ask locals or your hotel concierge about smaller live music venues 
featuring singer-songwriters for an authentic Nashville experience. 

 

Best Neighborhoods for a Romantic Getaway 

Different Nashville neighborhoods offer completely different experiences for 
couples. 

●​ The Gulch: Perfect for upscale dining, boutique hotels, rooftop bars, and 
modern nightlife. 

●​ 12 South: Ideal for leisurely walks, shopping, coffee dates, local bakeries, 
and relaxed afternoons. 

●​ Downtown: Best for first-time visitors who want easy access to Broadway, 
the Ryman Auditorium, and major attractions. 

●​ Germantown: Known for its award-winning restaurants, historic streets, 
and quieter atmosphere away from the busiest tourist areas. 

●​ East Nashville: A favorite for couples seeking independent cafés, live music 
venues, craft breweries, and a more local experience. 

 



Romantic Travel Tips 

A little planning can make your Nashville getaway even more memorable. 

●​ Visit during April through May or September through October for 
pleasant weather and beautiful outdoor scenery. 

●​ Make restaurant reservations two to four weeks in advance, especially for 
weekends and holidays. 

●​ Plan outdoor activities around sunset to enjoy Nashville's beautiful skyline 
and golden-hour photography. 

●​ If you're celebrating an anniversary or honeymoon, mention it when making 
reservations. Many restaurants and hotels offer complimentary surprises for 
special occasions. 

●​ Stay in Downtown or The Gulch if you want to explore most attractions on 
foot, while East Nashville offers a quieter and more local atmosphere. 

 

Conclusion 

Nashville offers far more than lively honky-tonks and country music. Couples can 
spend their days exploring beautiful gardens, enjoying scenic walks, discovering 
charming neighborhoods, and dining at outstanding restaurants before ending the 
evening with unforgettable live music. Whether you're planning a first date, 
anniversary, honeymoon, or weekend escape, Music City offers countless 
opportunities to create lasting memories together. 

 

Download the FREE Romantic Nashville Guide (PDF) 

Take this guide with you and discover Nashville's most romantic restaurants, scenic 
viewpoints, date ideas, and hidden local gems wherever your trip takes you. 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 

Is Nashville a good destination for couples? 

Yes. Nashville offers a wonderful mix of live music, romantic restaurants, rooftop 
bars, botanical gardens, scenic walks, and luxury hotels, making it an excellent 
destination for couples year-round. 

What is the most romantic place in Nashville? 

Cheekwood Estate & Gardens is often considered Nashville's most romantic 
attraction thanks to its beautiful gardens, walking trails, and peaceful atmosphere. 

Where should couples stay in Nashville? 

The Gulch, Downtown, Germantown, and East Nashville are among the best 
neighborhoods for couples, depending on whether you prefer nightlife, luxury 
hotels, fine dining, or a quieter local atmosphere. 

What is the best time to visit Nashville for couples? 

Spring (April-May) and fall (September-October) offer comfortable temperatures, 
blooming gardens, outdoor dining, and ideal weather for sightseeing. 

Are there romantic activities in Nashville besides live music? 

Absolutely. Couples can enjoy wine tasting, botanical gardens, rooftop dining, 
scenic river walks, museums, spa treatments, shopping in 12 South, and sunset 
views across the Cumberland River. 

Is Nashville a good honeymoon destination? 

Yes. While Nashville is famous for music, it also offers luxury accommodations, 
outstanding dining, beautiful outdoor attractions, and unique experiences that make 
it a memorable honeymoon or anniversary destination. 

 


	Romantic Things to Do in Nashville: 12 Date Ideas You will Never Forget 
	12 Romantic Things to Do in Nashville 
	1. Watch the Sunset from a Rooftop Bar 
	2. Wander Through Cheekwood Estate & Gardens 
	3. Enjoy a Concert at the Ryman Auditorium 
	4. Share a Romantic Dinner in The Gulch 
	5. Walk Across the John Seigenthaler Pedestrian Bridge at Night 
	6. Explore the Charming 12 South Neighborhood Together 

	7. Spend an Evening in Historic Printers Alley 
	8. Enjoy a Wine Tasting at Arrington Vineyards 
	9. Experience an Intimate Show at The Bluebird Cafe 
	10. Have a Picnic at Centennial Park 
	11. Relax with a Couples Spa Experience 
	12. End the Evening with Live Music Beyond Broadway 
	Best Neighborhoods for a Romantic Getaway 
	Romantic Travel Tips 
	Conclusion 
	Download the FREE Romantic Nashville Guide (PDF) 

	Frequently Asked Questions 
	Is Nashville a good destination for couples? 
	What is the most romantic place in Nashville? 
	Where should couples stay in Nashville? 
	What is the best time to visit Nashville for couples? 
	Are there romantic activities in Nashville besides live music? 
	Is Nashville a good honeymoon destination? 



