
Colorado State Fair 2026: Dates, Tickets, Events & 
Travel Guide 

 

 

The Colorado State Fair 2026 is one of the most exciting annual events in the 
United States. Held in Pueblo, it attracts visitors looking for a mix of agriculture, 
entertainment, and local culture. The fair offers a balanced experience with both 
traditional and modern attractions. 

From livestock shows to concerts and rodeo events, there is something for 
everyone. The fair reflects Colorado’s rich heritage and vibrant community spirit. 
It is not only one of the most awaited US state fairs 2026, but a great addition to 
any late summer travel plan. 

 

What is the Colorado State Fair? 
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The Colorado State Fair is a long-running event that celebrates the state’s 
agricultural roots and western heritage. It has been a key tradition for over a 
century. The fair provides a platform for farmers, ranchers, and local communities 
to showcase their work. 

Livestock competitions, crop exhibits, and rodeo events are central to the fair. At 
the same time, it offers carnival rides, concerts, and food experiences. This mix 
creates a well-rounded event that appeals to both locals and visitors. 

The fair is also known for its strong connection to Colorado’s ranching culture. It 
offers a more authentic western experience compared to many other state fairs. 

 

Key Details of the Colorado State Fair 2026 

●​ Date: August 28 - September 7, 2026  
●​ Venue: Colorado State Fair Ground, Pueblo, Colorado 
●​ Tickets: Check Tickets 
●​ How to Get There: 

○​ By Air: Fly into Colorado Springs Airport (COS) or Denver 
International Airport (DEN), then drive to Pueblo 

○​ By Car: Accessible via Interstate 25 
○​ Local Transport: Rental cars and ride-sharing services are the most 

convenient options  

 

What to Expect at the Colorado State Fair 

Experience a strong mix of agriculture, rodeo culture, and live entertainment. 

●​ Rodeo Events and Western Heritage: The fair is known for its rodeo 
competitions. You can watch bull riding, barrel racing, and other classic 
events. These shows reflect the ranching culture of Colorado. 

●​ Agricultural Exhibits and Livestock Shows: Explore barns with cattle, 
sheep, and other animals. Farmers and youth participants present their work 
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through competitions. These exhibits highlight the state’s agricultural 
traditions. 

●​ Carnival Rides and Midway Attractions: The midway features rides for 
all ages. From family-friendly rides to thrill attractions, there is something 
for everyone. 

●​ Live Music and Concerts: The fair hosts concerts and live performances 
throughout the event. Many shows are included with admission. Evening 
performances draw large crowds. 

●​ Fair Food and Local Specialties: Food is a major highlight. You will find 
barbecue, fried snacks, and regional dishes. Vendors offer a wide range of 
options. 

●​ Exhibits, Competitions, and Vendors: The fair includes craft displays, 
competitions, and vendor booths. You can shop for handmade goods and 
local products. 

 

Best Time to Visit the Colorado State Fair 

Plan your visit to enjoy better weather and fewer crowds. 

●​ Weekdays for a More Relaxed Experience: Weekdays are less crowded. 
You can explore the fair at your own pace. 

●​ Evenings for a Lively Atmosphere: Evenings are cooler and more 
comfortable. Concerts and events are more active during this time. 

●​ Early Days of the Fair: Visiting during the first few days helps avoid peak 
crowds. Attractions are easier to access. 

●​ Weekend Mornings as an Alternative: If you visit on weekends, go early. 
Crowds increase later in the day. 

●​ Weather Considerations: Late summer weather in Pueblo is generally 
warm. Evenings can be cooler. Light layers are recommended. 

 

Things to Do in Colorado While Exploring the State Fair 



Extend your trip and explore more of the state beyond the fairgrounds. 

●​ Explore Historic Pueblo: Visit Pueblo for its Riverwalk, local restaurants, 
and cultural spots. The area offers a relaxed atmosphere with scenic views. 

●​ Walk Along the Arkansas Riverwalk: Enjoy a peaceful walk along the 
river. This area features shops, cafes, and boat rides. 

●​ Visit Colorado Springs: Colorado Springs is about 45 minutes away. It 
offers attractions like gardens, museums, and outdoor activities. 

●​ Explore Garden of the Gods: Garden of the Gods is known for its red rock 
formations. It is one of the most visited natural attractions in the state. 

●​ Take a Scenic Mountain Drive: Colorado is famous for its landscapes. Plan 
a short drive to enjoy mountain views and fresh air. 

●​ Discover Local Food and Breweries: Colorado has a strong food and craft 
beer scene. Explore local restaurants and breweries near Pueblo. 

For a complete itinerary, explore this Colorado travel guide or browse more travel 
ideas on our US destinations page. 

 

Travel Tips to Visit the Colorado State Fair 

Plan ahead to enjoy a smooth and comfortable visit. 

●​ Arrive Early to Avoid Traffic: Parking areas can fill up quickly. Early 
arrival helps you save time. 

●​ Wear Comfortable Clothing and Shoes: The fairgrounds are large. You 
will walk a lot during your visit. 

●​ Stay Hydrated at Higher Elevation: Colorado’s elevation can affect 
hydration levels. Drink water regularly throughout the day. 

●​ Carry Cash and Cards: Some vendors may prefer cash. It is best to have 
multiple payment options. 

●​ Check Event Schedule in Advance: Plan your visit around rodeo events, 
concerts, and shows. 

●​ Prepare for Weather Changes: Weather can shift quickly. Days are warm, 
but evenings can be cooler. 
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●​ Visit Evenings for Better Comfort: Evenings offer cooler temperatures and 
a lively fair atmosphere. 

 

Conclusion 

The Colorado State Fair offers a strong mix of agriculture, rodeo culture, and 
entertainment. It provides an authentic experience that reflects the traditions of 
Colorado. From livestock shows to live concerts and scenic surroundings, the fair 
delivers a complete and engaging visit. 

Whether you are exploring Pueblo or planning a broader trip, this fair is a valuable 
addition to your itinerary. Download the complete Colorado State Fair 2026 
Guide to plan your visit with ease. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

When is the Colorado State Fair 2026? 

The Colorado State Fair 2026 is expected to take place from late August to early 
September. The event typically runs for around 10 to 11 days, covering Labor Day 
weekend. It is best to check the official schedule closer to the event for confirmed 
dates and daily timings. 

Where is the Colorado State Fair held? 

The fair is held at the Colorado State Fairgrounds in Pueblo. The location is easily 
accessible and offers parking, event spaces, and facilities for large crowds 
attending concerts, rodeos, and exhibits. 

What is the Colorado State Fair known for? 

The Colorado State Fair is best known for its rodeo competitions, which include 
bull riding and barrel racing. It is also popular for agricultural exhibits, livestock 



shows, live concerts, and a wide range of fair food. The event reflects the strong 
western and ranching culture of Colorado. 

Is the Colorado State Fair family-friendly? 

Yes, the fair is very family-friendly. It offers rides for kids, interactive exhibits, 
animal displays, and entertainment suitable for all age groups. Families can easily 
spend a full day enjoying different attractions across the fairgrounds. 

How do I get tickets for the Colorado State Fair? 

Tickets are available online through the official website as well as at the entrance 
gates. Buying tickets in advance is recommended, especially for concerts and 
rodeo events, as they can sell out quickly during peak days. 

What is the best time to visit the Colorado State Fair 2026? 

The best time to visit is during weekday evenings. This is when the weather is 
cooler, and the crowd levels are more manageable. If you prefer a quieter 
experience, weekday mornings are also a good option. 
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