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Meta Description: Discover the best things to do in Denali National Park, Alaska. 
Explore wildlife viewing, scenic tours, outdoor adventures, and unique experiences 
in one of America’s most spectacular wilderness destinations. 

 

Things to Do in Denali National Park: Best Activities 
and Adventures 

 

 

Denali National Park is one of the most extraordinary wilderness destinations in 
Alaska. Spanning more than six million acres in the heart of Alaska, the park 
protects vast tundra landscapes, towering mountain ranges, wild rivers, and 
abundant wildlife. At the center of it all rises Denali, North America’s tallest 
mountain, standing at 20,310 feet and dominating the surrounding Alaska Range. 

https://roam50states.com/national-parks-in-alaska/


Travelers visit Denali National Park to experience one of the most untouched 
environments in North America. The park is famous for its incredible wildlife 
viewing opportunities, where visitors may see grizzly bears, moose, caribou, 
wolves, and Dall sheep roaming freely across the tundra. Scenic bus tours, hiking 
routes, flightseeing excursions, and river adventures allow travelers to explore the 
landscape from multiple perspectives. 

What makes Denali especially unique is its sense of scale and wilderness. Much of 
the park remains roadless and undeveloped, creating an environment where nature 
still follows its own rhythms. Visitors can travel deep into the park along the 
Denali Park Road, hike across open tundra, or witness massive glaciers carving 
through mountain valleys. 

This guide highlights the best things to do in Denali National Park, including 
wildlife encounters, scenic tours, outdoor adventures, and unforgettable 
experiences that showcase the wild beauty of Alaska’s interior. 

 

Outdoor Adventures in Denali National Park 

Denali National Park is one of the best places to visit in North America for 
outdoor adventure. The park protects vast tundra landscapes, glacial valleys, and 
rugged mountains that invite travelers to explore Alaska’s wilderness on foot, by 
river, or through scenic tours. While much of Denali remains untouched 
backcountry, several activities allow visitors to safely experience the park’s 
dramatic scenery. 

https://roam50states.com/best-places-to-visit-in-usa/


 

 

Take a Bus Tour Along Denali Park Road 

The Denali Park Road is the main route that leads deep into the park’s wilderness. 
Because private vehicles are only allowed for a short distance, most visitors 
explore the park by joining a narrated bus tour or shuttle. 

These tours travel through tundra landscapes, mountain valleys, and river basins 
where wildlife is often seen. Passengers frequently spot grizzly bears, moose, 
caribou, and Dall sheep from the road. Guides also explain the park’s ecosystems, 
geology, and wildlife behavior during the journey. Longer tours travel as far as the 
Eielson Visitor Center, where visitors enjoy one of the best viewpoints of the 
mountain on clear days. 

 

Hike the Savage River Loop Trail 



The Savage River Loop Trail is one of the most accessible hikes in Denali National 
Park. Located near the park entrance, this easy trail follows the Savage River 
through a wide valley surrounded by mountain ridges. 

The loop is about two miles long and offers excellent views of the surrounding 
landscape. Visitors often see Dall sheep on nearby cliffs or small animals moving 
across the tundra. Because the trail is relatively flat and well maintained, it is a 
popular hike for travelers of all experience levels. 

 

Explore the Denali Backcountry 

One of the unique aspects of Denali National Park is that much of the land remains 
trail-free wilderness. Experienced hikers and backpackers can venture into the 
backcountry to explore remote valleys, tundra slopes, and glacial landscapes. 

Unlike many national parks, Denali allows visitors to hike almost anywhere as 
long as they follow safety guidelines and obtain backcountry permits when 
necessary. This freedom creates an incredible opportunity to experience true 
wilderness far from crowds. Backcountry hiking requires careful preparation, 
including navigation skills, wildlife awareness, and proper equipment for Alaska’s 
changing weather conditions. 

 

Go Whitewater Rafting on the Nenana River 

The Nenana River flows along the eastern boundary of Denali National Park and 
offers one of the most exciting river adventures in Alaska. Several outfitters near 
the park entrance provide rafting trips that range from scenic floats to thrilling 
whitewater runs. 

The river cuts through deep canyon walls and glacial valleys, creating dramatic 
scenery along the route. Guides lead the rafting trips and share stories about the 
region while helping visitors navigate the river’s rapids. For travelers looking to 
combine adventure with breathtaking scenery, rafting on the Nenana River is one 
of the most memorable experiences near Denali. 



 

Visit the Polychrome Pass Overlook 

Polychrome Pass is one of the most dramatic viewpoints along Denali Park Road. 
The landscape here features colorful volcanic rock formations, deep valleys, and 
sweeping tundra slopes that stretch toward the Alaska Range. 

Many bus tours stop at viewpoints near Polychrome Pass, giving visitors a chance 
to step outside and admire the scenery. Wildlife sightings are also common in this 
region because the open terrain allows animals to move freely across the hills. 
Photographers especially enjoy this location because the layered mountains and 
vibrant rock colors create some of the most striking landscapes in Denali. 

 

Explore the Savage Alpine Trail 

The Savage Alpine Trail is one of the most scenic hikes in Denali National Park. 
This point-to-point trail climbs high above the Savage River valley, offering 
panoramic views of surrounding peaks and tundra landscapes. 

The hike is moderately challenging and covers about four miles between the 
Savage River area and the Mountain Vista viewpoint. Along the route, hikers often 
spot Dall sheep, marmots, and birds of prey gliding over the valley. Because the 
trail reaches higher elevations, it provides a broader perspective of Denali’s rugged 
terrain. 

 

Go Mountain Biking Near the Park Entrance 

Mountain biking is another way to explore the landscapes around Denali. Several 
trails and gravel roads near the park entrance allow cyclists to ride through forests 
and along river corridors while enjoying views of the Alaska Range. 

Bike rentals are available from local outfitters in the nearby Denali Park area. 
Riders can explore sections of the Denali Park Road open to bicycles or venture 



onto nearby trails that lead through quiet natural areas. Cycling provides a more 
active way to experience the region’s scenery while covering more ground than 
hiking. 

 

Try Glacier Hiking or Ice Climbing 

For travelers seeking a true alpine adventure, guided glacier hikes and ice climbing 
excursions are available in areas near Denali. These tours allow visitors to walk 
across ancient ice fields while learning about glacier formation and movement. 

Equipped with crampons and safety gear, participants explore crevasses, ice 
formations, and frozen ridges under the guidance of experienced mountaineering 
guides. Glacier adventures offer a rare chance to interact directly with the icy 
landscapes that shape much of Alaska’s terrain. 

 

Camp in the Denali Wilderness 

Camping is one of the best ways to fully experience Denali National Park. Several 
campgrounds along the Denali Park Road allow visitors to stay overnight 
surrounded by mountains, forests, and tundra landscapes. 

Campgrounds such as Riley Creek, Savage River, and Teklanika River provide 
access to hiking trails and scenic viewpoints while offering a peaceful setting away 
from busy visitor areas. Spending a night in the park allows travelers to experience 
Denali’s wilderness at sunrise and sunset, when the light across the tundra creates 
unforgettable views. 

 

Wildlife and Nature Experiences in Denali National Park 

Denali National Park is famous for its wildlife and untouched natural landscapes. 
The park protects one of the most complete ecosystems in North America, where 
large animals roam freely across tundra, forest, and mountain habitats. For many 



visitors, seeing wildlife in its natural environment becomes the highlight of a trip to 
Denali. 

 

 

Watch for the “Big Five” Wildlife 

Denali is known for the “Big Five” wildlife species that travelers hope to see 
during their visit: grizzly bears, moose, caribou, wolves, and Dall sheep. These 
animals live throughout the park’s vast landscapes and are often spotted during bus 
tours or while hiking. 

Grizzly bears roam the tundra valleys searching for berries and ground squirrels, 
while caribou migrate across open plains. Dall sheep can often be seen standing on 
steep mountain cliffs where they remain safe from predators. Seeing these animals 
in the wild is one of the most unforgettable experiences in Alaska. 

 

Visit the Denali Sled Dog Kennels 



Sled dogs have played an important role in Alaska’s history, and Denali National 
Park maintains its own working sled dog team. These dogs are used by park 
rangers during the winter months to patrol remote areas of the park. 

During summer, visitors can attend ranger-led demonstrations at the sled dog 
kennels. Rangers explain how the dogs are trained, how sled teams travel through 
the snow, and how sled dogs helped explorers and early settlers navigate Alaska’s 
wilderness. The demonstrations provide a fascinating look at a tradition that 
remains an important part of life in Alaska. 

 

Explore the Eielson Visitor Center 

The Eielson Visitor Center sits deep inside Denali National Park and offers one of 
the best viewpoints of the mountain on clear days. Located about 66 miles along 
the Denali Park Road, the center overlooks vast tundra landscapes and glacial 
valleys. 

Inside the visitor center, exhibits explain the park’s geology, wildlife habitats, and 
natural history. Outdoor viewing platforms provide excellent opportunities for 
photography and wildlife observation. Many bus tours stop here, giving travelers 
time to explore the area and learn more about the park’s ecosystems. 

 

Photograph the Tundra Landscape 

The open tundra landscapes of Denali create incredible opportunities for 
photography. Rolling hills, braided rivers, and distant mountain peaks form 
dramatic scenery that changes with the light throughout the day. 

Wildflowers bloom across the tundra during summer, adding color to the 
landscape, while autumn brings vibrant shades of red, orange, and gold. 
Photographers often capture wildlife moving across the plains with Denali rising in 
the background. Because of its wide open spaces and natural beauty, Denali is 
considered one of the best wilderness photography destinations in North America. 

https://roam50states.com/destinations/


 

Scenic Tours and Unique Experiences in Denali National Park 

Denali is not only about hiking and wildlife spotting. The park also offers several 
scenic and educational experiences that allow visitors to understand Alaska’s 
landscapes, ecosystems, and history from a deeper perspective. These activities 
provide memorable ways to explore the park beyond traditional outdoor 
adventures. 

 

 

Walk the McKinley Station Historic District 

The McKinley Station Historic District preserves part of the park’s early tourism 
history. Located near the entrance, this area includes historic buildings that date 
back to the early 20th century when Denali first began attracting travelers. 

Wooden cabins, railroad structures, and preserved facilities offer a glimpse into 
how early visitors explored the region. Informational signs throughout the area 



explain the development of tourism in Denali and the role of the Alaska Railroad in 
bringing travelers to this remote part of the state. 

 

Attend a Ranger-Led Program 

Ranger-led programs are one of the best ways to learn about Denali’s ecosystems 
and wildlife from experts who work inside the park. These educational sessions 
take place throughout the summer at visitor centers, campgrounds, and outdoor 
amphitheaters. 

Topics often include wildlife behavior, tundra ecology, mountaineering history, and 
Alaska’s cultural heritage. Rangers frequently share stories from their own 
experiences working in the park, making these presentations both informative and 
engaging. 

 

Drive the Denali Highway 

Although the Denali Park Road has vehicle restrictions, travelers who want to 
explore Alaska’s wilderness by car can drive the nearby Denali Highway. This 
scenic route runs between Paxson and Cantwell and passes through remote tundra 
landscapes, rivers, and mountain views. 

The highway offers excellent opportunities for photography, wildlife sightings, and 
peaceful roadside stops far from crowded tourist areas. Many travelers consider it 
one of the most beautiful scenic drives in Alaska. 

 

Experience the Midnight Sun 

During summer months, Denali experiences extremely long daylight hours due to 
its northern latitude. The midnight sun creates a unique atmosphere where daylight 
continues late into the evening. 



Visitors often take evening walks, enjoy scenic viewpoints, or simply relax at 
campgrounds while the sun lingers near the horizon. The extended daylight allows 
travelers to explore more of the park while experiencing a natural phenomenon that 
few destinations in the United States offer. 

 

Adventure Activities Near Denali National Park 

The area surrounding Denali National Park offers additional outdoor adventures 
that complement the wilderness experiences inside the park. Several activities 
nearby allow visitors to explore Alaska from entirely different perspectives. 

 

 

Go Ziplining Through the Boreal Forest 

Ziplining near Denali allows visitors to glide through Alaska’s boreal forest while 
enjoying panoramic views of surrounding mountains. Adventure courses feature 
multiple zip lines connected by suspended platforms and short hiking trails. 

https://roam50states.com/alaska-travel-guide/


Guides lead small groups through the course while explaining the natural 
environment of the forest below. The experience combines outdoor adventure with 
a unique perspective of Alaska’s landscape from above the treetops. 

 

Go Fishing in Alaska’s Wild Rivers 

The rivers surrounding Denali provide excellent opportunities for fishing. Anglers 
can try their luck catching species such as Arctic grayling, salmon, and trout in 
clear glacial rivers and streams. 

Local guides offer fishing trips that help visitors find the best spots while ensuring 
they follow Alaska’s fishing regulations. The quiet river settings also provide a 
relaxing way to enjoy the wilderness while surrounded by mountain scenery. 

 

Take a Scenic Helicopter Tour 

Helicopter tours offer another dramatic way to view the landscapes surrounding 
Denali. These flights travel above glaciers, alpine valleys, and rugged mountain 
peaks that are difficult to reach from the ground. 

Some tours include glacier landings where visitors can walk across ancient ice 
formations and observe crevasses and ice ridges up close. The aerial perspective 
reveals the immense scale of Alaska’s wilderness and provides unforgettable views 
of the Alaska Range. 

 

Best Time to Visit Denali National Park 

Denali National Park can be visited year-round, but the experience changes 
dramatically with each season. Weather conditions, wildlife activity, road access, 
and available tours all vary throughout the year, so the best time to visit depends on 
the type of trip you want. 



 

 

Summer (Late May to Early September) 

Summer is the most popular time to visit Denali National Park. During this season, 
the Denali Park Road is open for bus tours, most visitor services operate at full 
capacity, and the majority of guided activities are available. 

Wildlife viewing is often excellent in summer, especially along the park road and 
across open tundra landscapes. Long daylight hours also allow travelers to spend 
more time exploring the park. In June and July, the midnight sun creates extended 
evenings, giving visitors more opportunities for hiking, sightseeing, and 
photography. July and August are typically the warmest months, though 
temperatures can still change quickly due to Alaska’s unpredictable weather. 

 

Fall (Early September to Late September) 



Fall is one of the most visually stunning seasons in Denali. The tundra landscape 
turns brilliant shades of red, orange, and gold, creating dramatic scenery across the 
park’s valleys and hills. 

Crowds begin to decrease during this period, allowing for a quieter and more 
peaceful experience. Wildlife is still active, and the cooler temperatures make 
hiking comfortable. However, some tours and services begin closing toward the 
end of September as winter approaches. 

 

Winter (October to March) 

Winter transforms Denali into a remote and snowy wilderness. Deep snow covers 
the tundra and mountains, creating a completely different landscape compared to 
the summer season. 

Although fewer services operate during winter, visitors can experience unique 
activities such as cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and winter wildlife tracking. 
The cold temperatures and limited daylight make this season better suited for 
experienced winter travelers. 

 

Spring (April to Mid-May) 

Spring is a transitional period in Denali. Snow begins to melt at lower elevations, 
wildlife becomes more active, and the park gradually prepares for the busy summer 
season. 

Some facilities reopen during late spring, but services remain limited compared to 
summer. Travelers visiting during this time can enjoy quieter landscapes and early 
wildlife activity before peak tourist numbers arrive. 

 

Conclusion 



Denali National Park offers one of the most remarkable wilderness experiences in 
the United States. From vast tundra landscapes and towering mountain peaks to 
incredible wildlife encounters, the park showcases Alaska’s natural beauty on a 
massive scale. 

Visitors can explore remote valleys, watch animals roam freely across the tundra, 
and witness the dramatic scenery surrounding North America’s tallest mountain. 
Whether you are hiking through alpine terrain, traveling deep into the park along 
Denali Park Road, or enjoying the peaceful silence of Alaska’s wilderness, Denali 
delivers unforgettable travel experiences. 

To help you plan your trip more easily, download our free Denali National Park 
travel guide PDF. The guide includes key attractions, activity highlights, travel 
tips, and practical planning information so you can explore Denali with confidence. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What are the best things to do in Denali National Park? 

Some of the best things to do in Denali National Park include traveling along the 
Denali Park Road, hiking scenic trails such as Savage River Loop or Savage 
Alpine Trail, exploring the open tundra landscapes, and watching wildlife like 
grizzly bears, moose, caribou, wolves, and Dall sheep. Visitors can also enjoy 
rafting on the Nenana River, scenic flight tours over the Alaska Range, and 
camping in the park’s wilderness campgrounds. 

How many days should you spend in Denali National Park? 

Most travelers spend two to three days in Denali National Park. This allows 
enough time to explore the entrance area, take a bus trip deeper into the park, and 
experience some of the hiking trails. Visitors interested in backcountry hiking or 
multiple guided tours may want to stay four to five days. 

Can you see Denali mountain from the park? 



Yes, Denali can be seen from several locations inside the park when the weather is 
clear. Popular viewpoints include areas along the Denali Park Road and viewpoints 
near Eielson. However, the mountain is often covered by clouds, so clear views are 
never guaranteed. 

Is Denali National Park worth visiting? 

Denali National Park is widely considered one of the most spectacular wilderness 
destinations in the United States. The park protects massive tundra landscapes, 
glacier-covered mountains, and diverse wildlife habitats. Travelers visit to 
experience remote nature, see large animals in the wild, and explore one of the 
largest national parks in the country. 

When is the best month to visit Denali National Park? 

The best months to visit Denali are June, July, and August. During this time, most 
park services operate, bus tours travel deep into the park, and wildlife viewing 
opportunities are strong. Early September is also a great time to visit for fall colors 
and fewer crowds. 

Do you need a car to visit Denali National Park? 

You do not necessarily need a car to visit Denali National Park. Many travelers 
arrive by train or tour bus from Anchorage or Fairbanks. Inside the park, most 
visitors rely on shuttle buses and guided tours to explore the Denali Park Road 
since private vehicles are restricted beyond the entrance area. 

How do you get to Denali National Park? 

Denali National Park is located between Anchorage and Fairbanks in central 
Alaska. Visitors can reach the park by car along the George Parks Highway, by 
train on the Alaska Railroad, or by guided tour buses that operate between major 
Alaska cities and the park entrance area. 

What animals can you see in Denali National Park? 

Denali is home to a wide variety of wildlife. The most famous animals are the 
park’s “Big Five”: grizzly bears, moose, caribou, wolves, and Dall sheep. Visitors 



may also see foxes, marmots, eagles, and many bird species while exploring the 
park. 

Can you drive your own car inside Denali National Park? 

Private vehicles are only allowed on the first portion of the Denali Park Road near 
the entrance. To travel deeper into the park, visitors must use the official shuttle 
buses or guided tour buses that operate along the road. 

What is Denali National Park known for? 

Denali National Park is best known for Denali, the tallest mountain in North 
America, which rises 20,310 feet above sea level. The park is also famous for its 
vast wilderness, open tundra landscapes, glacier-covered mountains, and 
opportunities to see wildlife in a natural environment. 

Is Denali National Park open year-round? 

Yes, Denali National Park is open year-round, but most services operate only 
during the summer season. In winter, facilities are limited and access can be more 
challenging due to snow and extreme weather conditions. 

Can you see the northern lights in Denali National Park? 

Yes, it is possible to see the northern lights in Denali during the fall, winter, and 
early spring months when nights are dark enough. Aurora viewing is generally not 
possible during summer because the long daylight hours prevent the sky from 
becoming dark. 
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