
07 Best Places To Stay in Estes Park For 
Comfortable Stay  

 

 

Estes Park is one of the most scenic mountain towns in Colorado. It serves as the 
primary gateway to Rocky Mountain National Park and a favorite stop for travelers 
exploring top US destinations. Surrounded by alpine peaks, river valleys, and 
abundant wildlife, the town offers a unique balance of outdoor adventure and 
small-town charm. Choosing the right place to stay in Estes Park can shape the 
entire experience, from waking up to mountain views to easy access to hiking 
trails, wildlife viewing, and downtown dining. 

Accommodations in Estes Park range from walkable downtown lodges to quiet 
cabins tucked into forested hillsides. Some areas are ideal for first-time visitors 
who want convenience and dining nearby. However, others suit travelers seeking 
privacy, nature, and peaceful surroundings. Seasonal factors also play a role. For 
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example, summer brings peak crowds and winter offers quieter stays with 
snow-covered landscapes. 

This guide breaks down the best places to stay in Estes Park, Colorado. It will help 
travelers understand what each area offers, who it is best for, and what to expect 
before booking. Every section is written to support informed decisions, realistic 
expectations, and a smooth travel experience. 

 

Best Places to Stay in Estes Park, Colorado 

A breakdown of Estes Park’s most popular and practical areas to help you choose 
the right base for your stay: 

 

 

Downtown Estes Park 

Downtown Estes Park is the most convenient place to stay for travelers who want 
walkable access to shops, restaurants, breweries, and riverfront paths. This area sits 
along the Big Thompson River and serves as the town’s social and commercial 



center. Staying here means easy access to guided tours, shuttle stops, souvenir 
stores, and seasonal events. Many accommodations offer river views, balconies, 
and proximity to the Riverwalk, making it especially appealing for first-time 
visitors. Downtown is also close to the Beaver Meadows entrance of one of the 
best Colorado national parks - Rocky Mountain National Park. It reduces drive 
time for early morning hikes. While it can be busy during peak summer months, 
the trade-off is unmatched convenience and a lively atmosphere that keeps 
evenings active without long drives. 

Pros 

●​ Walkable access to shops and restaurants 
●​ Close to Rocky Mountain National Park entrance 
●​ Riverfront views and central location 

Cons 

●​ Crowded during peak season 
●​ Limited parking availability 

 

Fall River Road Area 

The Fall River Road area offers a quieter and more scenic alternative to downtown 
while still being close to major attractions. This area follows the Fall River as it 
winds toward Rocky Mountain National Park, one of the best national parks to 
visit in the US. This makes the area popular for travelers who want peaceful 
surroundings without being isolated. Lodging here often includes cabins, lodges, 
and riverside properties with mountain views and wildlife sightings. It’s a strong 
choice for couples, nature-focused travelers, and visitors who plan to spend most of 
their time hiking or exploring the park. Access to the Fall River entrance of the 
park is quick, and traffic is generally lighter than downtown. 

Pros 

●​ Peaceful setting with river and mountain views 
●​ Quick access to Rocky Mountain National Park 
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●​ Fewer crowds than downtown 

Cons 

●​ Limited dining options nearby 
●​ Car required for most activities 

 

West Estes Park 

West Estes Park appeals to travelers looking for space, privacy, and mountain 
scenery without being too far from town. This area includes cabins, vacation 
rentals, and lodges set against forested hillsides. It’s a good option for families, 
longer stays, and travelers who prefer quiet evenings after full days of outdoor 
activity. Wildlife sightings are common, and the area feels more residential than 
tourist-focused. While dining and shopping require a short drive, the trade-off is a 
more relaxed and uncrowded environment. 

Pros 

●​ Quiet and less tourist-heavy area 
●​ Spacious accommodations and cabins 
●​ Frequent wildlife sightings 

Cons 

●​ Short drive needed to reach town 
●​ Fewer services within walking distance 

 

East Estes Park 

East Estes Park is a practical choice for travelers who want quick highway access 
and slightly lower accommodation prices compared to central locations. This area 
sits closer to the outskirts of town, making it convenient for road trippers arriving 
from the Front Range or continuing onward after their stay. Lodging here often 
includes hotels, motels, and cabin-style properties with easy parking and 



straightforward check-in experiences. While it lacks the charm of downtown, East 
Estes Park offers quieter nights, less congestion, and good value. It works well for 
travelers who plan full days inside Rocky Mountain National Park and prefer a 
calm place to return to in the evening. 

Pros 

●​ Easy highway access and convenient parking 
●​ Generally more affordable accommodations 
●​ Quieter than downtown areas 

Cons 

●​ Limited dining and shopping nearby 
●​ Less scenic compared to other areas 

 

Mary’s Lake Area 

The Mary’s Lake area is ideal for travelers seeking mountain serenity without 
complete isolation. Centered around a scenic alpine lake, this area offers cabins, 
lodges, and vacation rentals with sweeping views and a peaceful atmosphere. It is 
especially appealing to couples, photographers, and travelers looking to unwind 
after active days of hiking. Wildlife sightings are common, and evenings are quiet 
and dark, perfect for stargazing. While the area is only a short drive from 
downtown Estes Park, it feels far removed from crowds and traffic, making it a 
strong option for relaxation-focused stays. 

Pros 

●​ Scenic lake and mountain views 
●​ Peaceful and quiet environment 
●​ Good balance of nature and proximity 

Cons 

●​ Limited services within walking distance 



●​ Requires driving for dining and shopping 

 

Near Beaver Meadows Entrance 

Staying near the Beaver Meadows entrance is a strategic option for travelers who 
prioritize early access to Rocky Mountain National Park. This area is particularly 
popular with hikers, photographers, and wildlife watchers who want to enter the 
park before crowds build up. Lodging here includes lodges, hotels, and cabins 
designed for outdoor-focused travelers. While dining options are limited, the 
proximity to the park more than compensates. It’s one of the best areas for visitors 
planning multiple park days and early morning starts. 

Pros 

●​ Fast access to Rocky Mountain National Park 
●​ Ideal for early morning park entry 
●​ Quiet and nature-focused setting 

Cons 

●​ Limited dining and nightlife options 
●​ Less walkable than downtown 

 

Near Lake Estes 

The Lake Estes area offers a more open and relaxed setting compared to the 
mountain-dense parts of town. Located near the eastern edge of Estes Park, this 
area features walking paths, lake views, and easy access to outdoor recreation 
without steep terrain. It’s well-suited for families, cyclists, and travelers who prefer 
flat trails and open scenery. Lodging options include lakeside hotels and vacation 
rentals, often at more moderate prices. While it’s not as close to the park entrances, 
the calm atmosphere and recreational access make it a solid alternative. 

Pros 



●​ Open views and lakeside walking paths 
●​ Family-friendly and less congested 
●​ Easier terrain for casual activities 

Cons 

●​ Farther from park entrances 
●​ Limited dining within walking distance 

 

Travel Tips for Staying in Estes Park 

Smart planning makes a major difference when visiting this mountain town and 
national park gateway: 

 

 

●​ Book lodging well in advance for peak season: Summer (June-September) 
and fall foliage season sell out quickly. Secure accommodations at least 3-6 



months ahead, especially if you want riverfront rooms or park-adjacent 
stays. 

●​ Plan Rocky Mountain National Park entry carefully: The park uses a 
timed-entry reservation system during busy months. Check current 
requirements before arrival and book entry slots early to avoid being turned 
away. 

●​ Start early to avoid crowds and traffic: Wildlife viewing, trail access, and 
parking are best before 8 a.m. Late mornings and afternoons often bring 
congestion, especially near park entrances. 

●​ Pack layers for unpredictable mountain weather: Even in summer, 
temperatures can drop quickly. Bring a light jacket, rain layer, and warm 
clothing for mornings and evenings. 

●​ Expect limited cell service in and around the park: Download maps, park 
guides, and reservations offline. Do not rely solely on mobile navigation 
when driving or hiking. 

●​ Be wildlife-aware at all times: Elk and deer frequently roam through town, 
lodging areas, and roads. Maintain distance and never approach or feed 
wildlife. 

●​ Choose your lodging location based on your itinerary: Downtown is best 
for walkability and dining. Park-adjacent or West Estes locations are better 
for hiking-focused trips and quiet stays. 

●​ Prepare for altitude effects: Estes Park sits over 7,500 feet above sea level. 
Stay hydrated, avoid overexertion on day one, and limit alcohol intake. 

●​ Have a vehicle unless staying downtown only: Public transportation 
options are limited. A car is highly recommended for park access, trailheads, 
and scenic drives. 

●​ Dine early or make reservations: Restaurants fill up quickly during peak 
hours. Early dinners or reservations help avoid long waits. 

●​ Fuel up before entering remote areas: Gas stations are limited near the 
park. Fill up in town before long scenic drives like Trail Ridge Road. 

 

Conclusion: Plan the Perfect Stay in Estes Park! 



Choosing the right place to stay in Estes Park can completely shape your Colorado 
mountain experience. Whether you prefer walkable downtown convenience, quiet 
riverside views, or secluded mountain cabins near Rocky Mountain National Park, 
each area offers something unique. With thoughtful planning and the right location, 
your stay becomes more comfortable, efficient, and memorable. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the best area to stay in Estes Park? 

Downtown Estes Park is best for walkability and dining, while areas near Rocky 
Mountain National Park are ideal for hiking and early park access. 

Is Estes Park a good place to stay when visiting Rocky Mountain National 
Park? 

Yes. Estes Park is the most convenient base for exploring the eastern side of Rocky 
Mountain National Park. 

Do I need a car when staying in Estes Park? 

Yes, a car is highly recommended unless you plan to stay strictly downtown and 
use local shuttles. 

How many days should I stay in Estes Park? 

Most travelers stay 2-4 days to explore the town and Rocky Mountain National 
Park comfortably. 

Is Estes Park crowded during summer? 

Yes, summer is the busiest season. Expect traffic, limited parking, and higher 
accommodation prices. 

Are there quiet places to stay in Estes Park? 

Yes. West Estes Park and Fall River Road areas are quieter than downtown. 



Is Estes Park expensive for accommodations? 

Prices increase significantly during summer and fall. Shoulder seasons offer better 
rates. 

When is the best time to visit Estes Park? 

Late spring and early fall offer fewer crowds, cooler temperatures, and beautiful 
scenery. 

Are there family-friendly places to stay in Estes Park? 

Yes. East Estes Park and lodge-style accommodations are well-suited for families. 

Can I see wildlife near my hotel in Estes Park? 

Yes. Elk and deer frequently appear near lodging areas, especially early morning 
and evening. 

Is it better to stay near the park entrance or in town? 

Stay near the park if hiking is your priority. Stay in town for dining, shopping, and 
convenience. 

Does Estes Park have good dining options? 

Yes, downtown Estes Park offers a variety of restaurants, cafes, and bakeries. 

Is Estes Park walkable? 

Downtown is walkable. Other areas require driving. 
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