
12 Best Things To Do in West Palm Beach 

 

 

West Palm Beach is one of Florida’s most vibrant coastal cities, known for its sunny 
beaches, walkable waterfront, cultural attractions, and relaxed tropical energy. Located 
along the Intracoastal Waterway, this city blends oceanfront beauty with urban 
sophistication. This makes the city a favorite destination for both leisure travelers and 
weekend explorers. From palm-lined promenades and white-sand beaches to art districts, 
family attractions, and outdoor adventures, West Palm Beach offers experiences that go 
far beyond a typical beach town. 

Travelers searching for things to do in West Palm Beach will find a destination that works 
year-round. The city delivers outdoor fun, cultural depth, food-focused neighborhoods, 
and easy access to nature. Clear skies, warm temperatures, a lively downtown, and city 
charm make it perfect to explore Florida year-round. This guide covers the most 
rewarding attractions, activities, and local experiences that define West Palm Beach and 
help travelers plan a well-rounded trip. 

 

https://roam50states.com/florida-travel-guide/


Quick Fun Facts About West Palm Beach 

 

 

A few quick facts that highlight what makes West Palm Beach a standout coastal 
destination in South Florida. 

●​ Gateway to Palm Beach: West Palm Beach sits directly across the Intracoastal 
Waterway from Palm Beach Island, connected by scenic bridges and water taxis. 

●​ Sunny Weather Almost All Year: The city enjoys warm temperatures and 
sunshine most of the year, making it a popular winter escape and year-round beach 
destination. 

●​ Birthplace of Modern Resort Florida: West Palm Beach was developed by 
Henry Flagler, the same visionary who helped shape Florida’s early tourism boom. 

●​ Home to One of Florida’s Best Waterfront Downtowns: Clematis Street and the 
nearby waterfront form a lively hub filled with dining, nightlife, festivals, and 
ocean views. 

●​ Cultural Hotspot of Palm Beach County: The city hosts major cultural 
institutions, including art centers, theaters, and museums that attract visitors 
year-round. 

●​ Close to Pristine Beaches: While West Palm Beach has its own shoreline, some 
of Florida’s most famous beaches are just minutes away. 



●​ Outdoor Lifestyle Is Part of Daily Life: Biking, kayaking, paddleboarding, and 
waterfront walks are common activities thanks to the city’s flat terrain and coastal 
setting. 

●​ Major Cruise Port Nearby: The Port of Palm Beach serves as a departure point 
for cruises, adding to the city’s travel appeal. 

●​ Family Friendly and Couple Friendly: West Palm Beach balances attractions for 
kids with upscale dining, shopping, and cultural experiences for adults. 

●​ Easy Access from Anywhere: Palm Beach International Airport is located 
minutes from downtown, making travel simple and convenient. 

 

12 Best Things to Do in West Palm Beach 

 

 

This section covers the most rewarding experiences in West Palm Beach, blending 
beaches, culture, outdoor activities, family attractions, and iconic local experiences. 

 

Relax and Swim at Palm Beach Municipal Beach 



Palm Beach Municipal Beach is one of the most popular coastal spots near West Palm 
Beach and a major reason travelers visit the area. The beach features clean sand, clear 
Atlantic waters, and a calm atmosphere that suits families, couples, and solo travelers. 
Lifeguards are present, making it safer for swimming, while the gentle shoreline is ideal 
for long walks and morning jogs. Visitors can rent chairs and umbrellas or simply spread 
a towel and enjoy the ocean breeze. The surrounding area includes scenic mansions, 
palm-lined streets, and easy access to cafés and restrooms. Sunrise views here are 
especially memorable. This beach delivers a classic South Florida experience and 
remains a must-visit for anyone exploring West Palm Beach. 

 

Explore Clematis Street and Downtown Waterfront 

Clematis Street is the cultural and social heart of downtown West Palm Beach. This lively 
strip is filled with restaurants, bars, boutique shops, live music venues, and historic 
architecture. During the day, visitors enjoy casual dining, waterfront views, and local 
shopping. At night, the area transforms into a vibrant nightlife destination with outdoor 
seating and live entertainment. The nearby waterfront hosts weekly events, outdoor 
concerts, and seasonal festivals that attract both tourists and locals. Walking along 
Clematis Street gives visitors a real sense of the city’s energy. It is an ideal place to 
experience West Palm Beach beyond the beach scene. 

 

Visit the Norton Museum of Art 

The Norton Museum of Art is one of the most important cultural institutions in South 
Florida. It houses an impressive collection of American, European, and Chinese art, along 
with contemporary exhibitions that rotate throughout the year. The museum also features 
a beautifully designed sculpture garden, modern architecture, and educational programs 
for all ages. Visitors can attend lectures, film screenings, and special exhibitions that add 
depth to the experience. The Norton Museum is not just for art lovers. It is also a peaceful 
space that offers a refined contrast to the city’s outdoor attractions. It plays a key role in 
West Palm Beach’s growing cultural reputation. 

 

Walk or Bike Along the West Palm Beach Waterfront 



The West Palm Beach waterfront offers a scenic path that runs along the Intracoastal 
Waterway. It is perfect for walking, jogging, cycling, or simply enjoying the view of 
yachts and palm trees. The paved promenade connects parks, marinas, and downtown 
attractions, making it easy to explore without a car. Many visitors come early in the 
morning for fresh air and quiet surroundings, while evenings bring sunset views and a 
relaxed crowd. Benches and shaded areas make it comfortable for longer stays. This 
waterfront walk highlights the city’s coastal lifestyle and is one of the simplest yet most 
enjoyable activities in West Palm Beach. 

 

Spend a Day at Peanut Island 

Peanut Island is a small tropical island located near the Port of Palm Beach and 
accessible by boat or water taxi. It is famous for snorkeling, swimming, and crystal-clear 
water. The island features shallow reefs, picnic areas, and walking paths that allow 
visitors to explore its natural beauty. It is also known for its historic Cold War-era bunker, 
adding an interesting historical element. Families enjoy the calm waters, while adventure 
seekers love snorkeling along the shoreline. Peanut Island feels like a hidden escape just 
minutes from the city and is one of the most unique things to do near West Palm Beach. 

 

Shop and Dine at Rosemary Square 

Rosemary Square is an upscale shopping and dining district designed as an open-air 
lifestyle destination. It features high-end retailers, popular restaurants, cafés, and 
entertainment venues. The area regularly hosts live music, outdoor yoga, seasonal events, 
and art installations. Visitors enjoy strolling through beautifully landscaped walkways 
while shopping or dining in a relaxed setting. Rosemary Square is also home to theaters 
and performance spaces, making it a cultural hub as well. This district appeals to travelers 
looking for a polished experience that blends shopping, food, and entertainment in one 
walkable location. 

 

Discover Mounts Botanical Garden 

Mounts Botanical Garden is the oldest and largest botanical garden in Palm Beach 
County. It showcases tropical plants, native Florida species, butterfly gardens, and 



themed landscapes that change with the seasons. Walking paths guide visitors through 
peaceful settings filled with color and fragrance. Educational exhibits explain the region’s 
ecology and plant life, making the visit both relaxing and informative. The garden often 
hosts workshops, plant sales, and family-friendly events. It is an excellent stop for nature 
lovers who want a break from the beach while staying connected to South Florida’s 
natural environment. 

 

Take a Scenic Cruise on the Intracoastal Waterway 

A sightseeing cruise along the Intracoastal Waterway offers a unique view of West Palm 
Beach and Palm Beach Island. These cruises pass luxury waterfront homes, marinas, and 
historic landmarks while providing commentary on local history and architecture. Some 
tours include sunset cruises, dinner cruises, or narrated sightseeing trips. It is a relaxing 
way to experience the area without crowds. Wildlife sightings such as dolphins and 
seabirds are common. This activity is especially popular with couples and first-time 
visitors who want a memorable overview of the city from the water. 

 

Visit the Palm Beach Zoo and Conservation Society 

The Palm Beach Zoo is a family-friendly attraction featuring animals from around the 
world in naturalistic habitats. Visitors can see tigers, jaguars, koalas, flamingos, and 
many other species. Interactive exhibits and feeding experiences help children learn about 
wildlife conservation. The zoo focuses heavily on education and sustainability, making it 
both fun and meaningful. Shaded paths and water features keep the experience 
comfortable even on warmer days. This is one of the best things to do in West Palm 
Beach with kids and a great option for travelers seeking a balance of entertainment and 
learning. 

 

Explore Antique Row Art and Design District 

Antique Row is a charming stretch of South Dixie Highway known for antiques, art 
galleries, and interior design shops. It attracts collectors, designers, and travelers looking 
for unique finds. The district is especially lively during special events and seasonal art 
walks. Browsing the shops offers insight into the city’s artistic and historical side. Even 



visitors not planning to buy enjoy walking through the area and appreciating the 
craftsmanship on display. Antique Row adds depth to the West Palm Beach experience 
and appeals to travelers interested in culture and design. 

 

Enjoy Outdoor Activities at Okeeheelee Park 

Okeeheelee Park is one of the largest recreational areas near West Palm Beach. It offers 
biking trails, lakes, picnic areas, golf courses, and water sports facilities. Visitors can 
kayak, fish, or enjoy a quiet walk surrounded by nature. The park is also popular for 
birdwatching and family outings. Well-maintained paths and open spaces make it suitable 
for visitors of all ages. It provides a different perspective of South Florida that goes 
beyond beaches and shopping. Okeeheelee Park is ideal for travelers who enjoy outdoor 
recreation and wide-open green spaces. 

 

Attend Local Events and Festivals 

A lot of US events & festivals are celebrated around the year and West Palm Beach hosts 
a wide range of events. These include waterfront concerts, food festivals, art shows, and 
holiday celebrations. Events like weekly outdoor music nights and seasonal festivals 
bring the community together and offer visitors an authentic local experience. Many 
events are free and held in scenic outdoor settings. Attending a local event allows 
travelers to experience the city’s culture, food, and music in a lively atmosphere. 
Checking the city calendar before visiting can add a memorable highlight to any trip. 

 

Best Time to Visit West Palm Beach 

https://roam50states.com/category/events-festivals/


 
 

West Palm Beach is a year-round destination, but the experience can vary significantly 
depending on the season, weather conditions, and travel demand. Choosing the right time 
to visit helps travelers enjoy outdoor activities comfortably, manage budgets, and avoid 
unnecessary crowds. 

Winter and Early Spring (November to April) 

This is widely considered the best time to visit West Palm Beach. Temperatures are warm 
but not overwhelming, humidity is lower, and rainfall is minimal. Daytime highs usually 
range between the low 70s and low 80s, making it ideal for beach days, walking tours, 
boating, and outdoor dining. This period also coincides with peak travel season, so the 
city feels lively with events, festivals, and cultural activities. Hotel rates tend to be higher, 
and popular attractions are busier, but the overall experience is comfortable and 
enjoyable. 

Late Spring (May) 

May serves as a transition month. The weather remains warm, crowds begin to thin, and 
prices start to soften. Occasional humidity increases, but outdoor activities are still very 
manageable. Travelers looking for a balance between good weather and fewer visitors 
often find May a strong option. 



Summer (June to September) 

Summer in West Palm Beach is hot and humid, with frequent afternoon rain showers. 
Temperatures often reach the high 80s to low 90s, and humidity can feel intense, 
especially for visitors not used to tropical climates. That said, this season offers 
advantages. Hotel rates are typically lower, attractions are less crowded, and beach and 
water-based activities remain popular. Morning and evening outings are more 
comfortable, and rain usually passes quickly. 

Fall (October) 

October marks the return of more comfortable conditions. Heat and humidity begin to 
ease, rainfall decreases, and crowds remain lighter compared to winter. It is a good time 
for travelers who want pleasant weather without peak-season pricing. 

Hurricane Considerations 

Hurricane season runs from June through November, with the highest activity typically 
between August and October. While direct impacts are rare, travelers should monitor 
forecasts and consider travel insurance during this period. 

Overall Recommendation 

For the best balance of weather, activities, and atmosphere, November through April 
offers the most comfortable and reliable experience. Travelers focused on budget savings 
and quieter travel may prefer late spring or early fall, while summer suits visitors who 
prioritize lower costs and water-based activities. 

 



Expert Travel Tips for Visiting West Palm Beach 

 

 

Smart planning can turn a good West Palm Beach trip into an exceptional one. These 
expert tips cover timing, packing, budgeting, transportation, safety, and local know-how 
to help travelers enjoy the city with confidence. 

●​ Choose the Right Time to Visit: The best time to visit West Palm Beach is 
between November and April, when temperatures are comfortable and humidity is 
lower. This period avoids hurricane season and offers pleasant beach weather. 
Summer months are hotter and more humid but often come with lower hotel 
prices. 

●​ Pack for Heat, Sun, and Sudden Rain: Lightweight clothing, breathable fabrics, 
and comfortable sandals are essential. Always pack sunscreen, sunglasses, and a 
hat. Short rain showers are common, especially in warmer months, so a compact 
rain jacket or poncho is useful. 

●​ Rent a Car for Flexibility: While downtown areas are walkable, renting a car 
gives access to beaches, parks, and nearby attractions like Peanut Island and Palm 
Beach Island. Public transportation exists but is limited for visitors wanting full 
flexibility. 



●​ Stay Near Downtown or Palm Beach Island: First-time visitors should consider 
accommodations near downtown West Palm Beach or Palm Beach Island. These 
areas offer easy access to dining, shopping, beaches, and cultural attractions 
without long commute times. 

●​ Book Waterfront Activities in Advance: Boat tours, snorkeling trips, and water 
taxis often sell out during peak season. Booking in advance ensures availability 
and sometimes offers better pricing, especially for sunset or private cruises. 

●​ Budget for Dining and Parking: West Palm Beach has a wide dining range, from 
casual cafés to upscale waterfront restaurants. Parking fees can add up, especially 
near beaches and downtown, so plan for daily parking expenses or choose hotels 
with included parking. 

●​ Use Reef-Safe Sunscreen: Florida encourages the use of reef-safe sunscreen to 
protect marine life. Many beaches and tour operators recommend or require it, 
especially for snorkeling or swimming near natural habitats. 

●​ Plan Beach Visits Around Tides and Crowds: Early mornings offer calmer 
waters, cooler temperatures, and fewer crowds. Beaches tend to be busiest 
between late morning and mid-afternoon, especially on weekends and holidays. 

●​ Respect Wildlife and Natural Areas: West Palm Beach is home to protected 
marine life and nesting sea turtles. Avoid disturbing wildlife, stay on marked 
paths, and follow posted beach rules, especially during turtle nesting season. 

●​ Dress Smart for Dining and Attractions: Beachwear is perfect for daytime 
activities, but many restaurants and cultural venues prefer casual-smart attire in the 
evening. Packing one or two dressier outfits helps avoid feeling underdressed. 

●​ Watch for Seasonal Events and Road Closures: Festivals, marathons, and 
waterfront events can affect traffic and parking. Check local event calendars 
before heading out to avoid delays and take advantage of free entertainment 
opportunities. 

●​ Stay Hydrated Throughout the Day: The warm climate can lead to dehydration 
faster than expected. Carry a reusable water bottle and take shade breaks, 
especially during outdoor activities and sightseeing. 

●​ Be Aware of Hurricane Season: Hurricane season runs from June through 
November. While direct impacts are rare, travelers during this period should 
monitor weather forecasts and consider flexible bookings or travel insurance. 

●​ Explore Beyond the Tourist Core: Some of the best dining spots, parks, and 
cultural neighborhoods are just outside the main tourist areas. Ask locals for 
recommendations to discover less crowded, more authentic experiences. 



●​ Download Offline Maps and Guides: Cell service is generally reliable, but 
downloading maps and travel guides offline helps when navigating unfamiliar 
areas or managing limited data plans. 

 

Conclusion: Make the Most of Your West Palm Beach Trip 

West Palm Beach is a destination that blends coastal beauty, culture, outdoor adventure, 
and relaxed city life in one place. From sun-soaked beaches and scenic waterfront walks 
to vibrant arts districts and memorable water experiences, the city offers something for 
every type of traveler. With the right planning, each day here can feel effortless, 
enjoyable, and rewarding. 

This guide is designed to help you explore West Palm Beach with confidence. It covers 
the best things to do, practical travel tips, and local insights that save time and help you 
avoid common mistakes. Instead of searching again and again while traveling, you can 
rely on one complete, easy-to-follow resource. 

To make your trip even smoother, download this West Palm Beach guide as a free PDF. 
Keep it on your phone or tablet and use it while roaming the city, relaxing on the beach, 
or planning your next day. It is perfect for offline access, quick reference, and stress-free 
travel planning. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What are the best things to do in West Palm Beach for first-time visitors? 

First-time visitors should explore the waterfront, walk Clematis Street, relax on nearby 
beaches, visit cultural attractions, and enjoy outdoor activities like kayaking or biking 
along the Intracoastal Waterway. 

Is West Palm Beach worth visiting without going to the beach? 

Yes. West Palm Beach offers art centers, museums, shopping districts, food scenes, parks, 
and events that make it enjoyable even without beach time. 

What is the best time of year to visit West Palm Beach? 



The best time to visit is from November to April when the weather is warm, dry, and 
comfortable for outdoor activities. 

Are there free things to do in West Palm Beach? 

Yes. Free activities include walking the waterfront, exploring downtown areas, visiting 
public parks, attending seasonal events, and enjoying scenic views along the Intracoastal. 

How many days are enough to explore West Palm Beach? 

Two to three days are enough to see major attractions, while four to five days allow a 
relaxed pace with nearby day trips. 

Is West Palm Beach family friendly? 

West Palm Beach is very family friendly, offering parks, zoos, science centers, beaches, 
and kid-friendly outdoor activities. 

Can you get around West Palm Beach without a car? 

Yes. Downtown areas are walkable, and trolleys, rideshares, and bikes make it easy to 
move around without a car. 

What outdoor activities are popular in West Palm Beach? 

Popular outdoor activities include paddleboarding, kayaking, cycling, boating, beach 
walks, and wildlife viewing in nearby nature areas. 

Is West Palm Beach expensive for travelers? 

Costs vary. There are both luxury and budget-friendly options for dining, 
accommodations, and activities, making it accessible for different travel budgets. 

What nearby places can be visited from West Palm Beach? 

Popular nearby trips include Palm Beach Island, Delray Beach, Peanut Island, Jupiter, 
and Everglades-related nature areas. 
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