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Florida is one of the most popular US destinations, known for sunny weather, 
beaches, theme parks, and tropical landscapes. It attracts millions of travelers every 
year who come to relax, explore nature, enjoy nightlife, or plan family friendly 
vacations. The state offers a wide mix of experiences. You can watch a sunrise on 
the Atlantic Coast, swim in natural springs, discover wildlife in the wetlands, and 
end your day on a Gulf Coast beach with soft sand and calm water. 

This guide helps you explore Florida with confidence. It covers the best places to 
visit in the USA for beach lovers, theme park fans, outdoor travelers, and road 
trippers. You will also find practical tips on where to stay, what to eat, weather by 
season, local festivals, and the best months to plan your trip. So, let’s explore 
Florida and build a memorable journey across the sunshine filled state. 

 

https://roam50states.com/destinations/
https://roam50states.com/best-places-to-visit-in-usa/
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Quick Facts About Florida 

 

A simple overview to help you understand the Sunshine State at a glance: 

●​ Capital: Tallahassee 
●​ Nickname: The Sunshine State 
●​ Time Zone: Eastern Time Zone. Northwest Florida (Panhandle region) 

follows Central Time Zone 
●​ Region: Southeast United States 
●​ Statehood: Became the 27th state on March 3, 1845 
●​ Famous For: 

○​ World renowned beaches along the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of 
Mexico 

○​ Theme parks like Walt Disney World and Universal Orlando 
○​ Warm tropical and subtropical weather 
○​ The Everglades, one of the most unique ecosystems in the world 
○​ Space exploration at Kennedy Space Center 
○​ Cuban American culture, Latin food, and vibrant nightlife in Miami 
○​ Crystal clear natural springs 



●​ State Parks / National Parks: The major state/national parks in Florida 
include; 

○​ Everglades National Park 
○​ Biscayne National Park 
○​ Dry Tortugas National Park 
○​ Hillsborough River State Park 
○​ Bahia Honda State Park 
○​ Ichetucknee Springs State Park 
○​ Anastasia State Park 
○​ Blue Spring State Park 

●​ Best Time to Visit: November to April offers pleasant temperatures, low 
humidity, and ideal beach weather. May to October is warm and humid with 
afternoon showers, but great for budget travel. 

●​ Major Airports: Major Florida airports include;  
○​ Miami International Airport 
○​ Orlando International Airport 
○​ Tampa International Airport 
○​ Fort Lauderdale Hollywood International Airport 
○​ Southwest Florida International Airport 
○​ Jacksonville International Airport 
○​ Key West International Airport 
○​ Palm Beach International Airport 

●​ Fun Fact: Florida has more than 1,000 natural springs, making it the largest 
collection of freshwater springs in the world. 

 

How to Get There 



 

Florida is one of the easiest states to reach in the United States. It has many major 
airports, a strong highway network, and several cruise ports. This makes the state 
simple to visit whether you are flying, driving, or arriving by sea. 

By Air 

Florida has more than twenty commercial airports. The largest ones are Orlando 
International Airport, Miami International Airport, Tampa International Airport, 
and Fort Lauderdale Hollywood International Airport. These airports offer nonstop 
flights from many U.S. cities and also from international destinations. Smaller 
airports like Jacksonville, West Palm Beach, Sarasota, and Pensacola help travelers 
reach regional areas with less crowding. Flying is the fastest way to enter the state, 
especially if you are planning a theme park trip or a beach vacation. 

By Car 

Florida is very road trip friendly. Interstates like I 95, I 75, and I 10 connect the 
state with Georgia and Alabama. These major highways make it easy to drive from 
the East Coast, the Southeast, or the Midwest. Road trippers can enter from the 
northern border and reach the center of the state within a few hours. Driving also 



gives you flexibility to explore small towns, scenic beaches, and state parks along 
the way. 

By Train 

Amtrak operates several routes into Florida. The Silver Meteor and Silver Star 
travel between New York City and Miami with stops in Jacksonville, Orlando, and 
Tampa. Train travel is slower but very comfortable for travelers who want a 
relaxed trip without driving. 

By Cruise 

Florida is home to some of the busiest cruise ports in the world. Miami, Port 
Canaveral, and Fort Lauderdale serve Caribbean and Bahamas routes. Many cruise 
travelers extend their vacation by spending a few days in Florida before or after 
sailing. The ports are close to airports and major attractions, which makes planning 
very simple. 

Getting Around Florida 

The best way to move around Florida is by car. The state is large and many scenic 
spots are spread out. Major cities offer public transport and rideshare options, but 
renting a car gives you more freedom. Highways are smooth, and driving times 
between regions are easy to manage. Travelers can go from Orlando to Tampa, 
Miami to the Keys, or Jacksonville to Daytona Beach in a short time. 

 

Top Places to Visit in Florida 

Explore Florida’s diverse destinations that offer everything from thrilling theme 
parks to tranquil beaches and rich history. Each place provides a unique experience 
for travelers of all types. 

Orlando 



 

Orlando is best known as the theme park capital of the world, drawing millions of 
visitors every year. It’s home to Walt Disney World Resort, Universal Orlando 
Resort, and SeaWorld, offering fun for families, thrill-seekers, and Disney fans 
alike. Beyond the parks, Orlando has vibrant dining, shopping, and entertainment 
districts like Disney Springs and Universal CityWalk. Visitors can also explore the 
Orlando Science Center or enjoy outdoor activities in nearby natural parks. 
Orlando’s year-round warm weather makes it a perfect getaway, blending magical 
attractions with modern city comforts. 

Miami 



 

Miami offers a dynamic mix of culture, nightlife, and natural beauty. Its iconic 
South Beach is among the best beaches in Florida, famous for turquoise waters, 
white sands, and historic art deco buildings. Miami’s diverse neighborhoods add to 
the appeal: Wynwood features world-class street art and galleries, while Little 
Havana brings Cuban heritage alive through music, food, and festivals. The city’s 
thriving food scene ranges from fresh seafood to international flavors. For nature 
lovers, nearby Biscayne National Park offers snorkeling and boating adventures. 
Miami’s vibrant energy and beautiful surroundings make it a top destination for 
travelers seeking a lively coastal city. 

Key West 

https://roam50states.com/best-beach-in-florida/


 

Key West sits at the southern tip of the Florida Keys, boasting a relaxed island vibe 
unlike anywhere else in the state. Known for its crystal-clear waters and vibrant 
coral reefs, it’s a paradise for snorkeling, diving, and boating. The town’s historic 
charm shines through in places like Ernest Hemingway’s home and the lively 
Duval Street, packed with bars, shops, and restaurants. Key West’s sunset 
celebration at Mallory Square is a beloved daily event featuring street performers 
and local artisans. Its laid-back atmosphere combined with natural beauty makes 
Key West a perfect escape for couples, adventurers, and culture seekers. 

Tampa 



 

Tampa blends urban attractions with coastal charm, appealing to families and city 
explorers. Busch Gardens Tampa Bay offers thrilling rides and a renowned animal 
safari experience. The Florida Aquarium showcases marine life from local waters 
and beyond, perfect for curious travelers. History buffs can stroll through Ybor 
City, a historic neighborhood founded by Cuban immigrants, known for its vibrant 
nightlife and authentic cuisine. Tampa Bay’s waterfront areas provide parks, 
walking trails, and beaches. Visitors can also enjoy professional sports events and 
cultural festivals, making Tampa a versatile destination. 

St. Augustine 



 

St. Augustine is rich with history as the oldest continuously inhabited 
European-established settlement in the United States. Its cobblestone streets and 
Spanish colonial architecture transport visitors back in time. The Castillo de San 
Marcos, a well-preserved 17th-century fort, stands as a key landmark. Museums, 
historic homes, and quaint plazas invite exploration, while local shops and cafes 
add charm. The city hosts many cultural events, including ghost tours and 
Renaissance festivals, enriching the visitor experience. St. Augustine’s blend of 
history, culture, and coastal scenery makes it an unforgettable stop for history 
enthusiasts and families. 

Naples 



 

Naples is a sophisticated coastal city known for its pristine beaches, luxury resorts, 
and golf courses. Visitors enjoy the calm, warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico and 
the miles of soft, white sand. The city offers high-end shopping districts like Fifth 
Avenue South and vibrant dining options, focusing on fresh seafood and 
international cuisine. Naples is also a gateway to natural attractions like the nearby 
Everglades and Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, where visitors can spot native 
wildlife. The combination of relaxation, elegance, and outdoor activities makes 
Naples a favorite for upscale travelers and nature lovers. 

Fort Lauderdale 



 

Fort Lauderdale is famous for its extensive boating canals, earning it the nickname 
“Venice of America.” The city offers miles of sandy beaches perfect for 
sunbathing, swimming, and water sports. The Riverwalk area along the New River 
features parks, restaurants, and cultural venues like the Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts. Fort Lauderdale’s art scene includes galleries and museums, 
while the vibrant nightlife attracts visitors after sunset. For those who enjoy 
shopping, Las Olas Boulevard offers boutiques and cafes in a lively setting. Its mix 
of natural beauty and urban attractions appeals to a wide range of visitors. 

Everglades National Park 



 

Everglades National Park is one of the most unique and best natural parks to visit 
in the U.S., spanning vast wetlands and subtropical forests. It’s a haven for wildlife 
including alligators, manatees, and countless bird species. Visitors can explore the 
park by airboat, kayak, or hiking trails, immersing themselves in its diverse 
ecosystems. The park’s visitor centers provide educational exhibits and guided 
tours. Photography enthusiasts will find stunning landscapes and wildlife moments. 
Everglades is ideal for travelers seeking adventure, nature study, and an 
unforgettable outdoor experience in Florida’s wild heart. 

Clearwater Beach 

https://roam50states.com/best-national-parks-to-visit-in-the-us/
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Clearwater Beach is celebrated for its soft, white sand and clear, calm waters ideal 
for swimming and family fun. The beach has a lively yet relaxed atmosphere with 
plenty of activities such as paddleboarding, parasailing, and dolphin-watching 
cruises. Pier 60 is the focal point, hosting daily festivals, street performers, and 
sunset celebrations that create a vibrant community feel. Nearby, the Clearwater 
Marine Aquarium offers a chance to learn about rescued marine animals like 
Winter the dolphin. Its family-friendly environment and engaging attractions make 
Clearwater Beach a top coastal destination. 

Sarasota 



 

Sarasota is known for its blend of cultural attractions and stunning Gulf Coast 
beaches. The Ringling Museum of Art offers impressive collections and circus 
history, reflecting the city’s artistic heritage. Siesta Key Beach consistently ranks 
among the best beaches in the U.S. thanks to its fine quartz sand and warm waters. 
Sarasota also has theaters, music venues, and galleries that host year-round events. 
Outdoor lovers will appreciate the nearby state parks and nature reserves offering 
hiking, bird watching, and kayaking. Sarasota’s combination of arts and nature 
creates a rich experience for visitors. 

 

Things to Do in Florida 



 

 

From thrilling adventures to cultural experiences, Florida offers a wide variety of 
activities that cater to every type of traveler. 

Outdoor Adventures 

Florida’s natural beauty invites visitors to enjoy outdoor activities year-round. 
Explore the Everglades by airboat to spot alligators and unique wildlife in their 
natural habitat. Kayaking or paddleboarding through the mangroves offers peaceful 
and scenic experiences. The state’s extensive coastline means plenty of 
opportunities for fishing, sailing, and snorkeling in crystal-clear waters, especially 
around the Keys and Gulf Coast. For hiking and biking, state parks like Myakka 
River State Park and Ocala National Forest provide well-maintained trails through 
diverse ecosystems. 

Theme Parks & Attractions 

Florida is synonymous with world-famous theme parks, drawing millions of 
visitors annually. Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando is a sprawling complex 
with multiple parks, including Magic Kingdom and Epcot, offering something for 



all ages. Universal Orlando Resort thrills visitors with its immersive rides and 
attractions based on popular movies. SeaWorld Orlando combines marine life 
shows with exciting roller coasters. For a more educational visit, Kennedy Space 
Center offers interactive exhibits on space exploration. These attractions guarantee 
memorable experiences for families and adventure seekers alike. 

History & Culture 

Dive into Florida’s rich cultural heritage by visiting historic towns like St. 
Augustine, the oldest city in the U.S., with its Spanish colonial architecture and 
museums. Explore the vibrant Cuban culture in Miami’s Little Havana 
neighborhood, where you can enjoy authentic food, music, and festivals. Art lovers 
will appreciate the galleries and theaters in Sarasota and Miami’s Wynwood Walls 
street art district. Florida also hosts numerous cultural festivals year-round, 
celebrating everything from jazz music to seafood, giving visitors a chance to 
connect with local traditions. 

Beaches & Water Activities 

Florida’s beaches are among the best in the country, offering something for every 
preference. Relax on the soft sands of Clearwater Beach or Siesta Key, ideal for 
families and sunbathers. For surfing, Cocoa Beach and New Smyrna Beach are 
popular spots with consistent waves. There are plenty of things to do in Cocoa 
Beach, including visiting the Cocoa Beach Pier, relaxing at  Lori Wilson Park, 
surfing Shepard Park, and shopping at Ron Jon Surf Shop. Scuba diving and 
snorkeling enthusiasts can explore vibrant coral reefs in the Florida Keys, such as 
John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park. Don’t miss dolphin-watching tours 
available in several coastal areas, where you can get close to playful pods in their 
natural environment. 

Family-Friendly Activities 

Florida is a dream destination for families with kids of all ages. Besides the theme 
parks, there are interactive museums like the Orlando Science Center and the 
Miami Children’s Museum. Animal lovers can visit the Jacksonville Zoo or the 
Naples Zoo at Caribbean Gardens for fun and educational encounters. Nature 
centers and aquariums provide hands-on learning about local ecosystems and 

https://roam50states.com/things-to-do-in-cocoa-beach/
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marine life. Many beach towns have playgrounds, bike rentals, and kid-friendly 
festivals to keep the little ones entertained throughout the visit. 

Nightlife & Entertainment 

From Miami’s glamorous clubs to Tampa’s lively bars, Florida offers diverse 
nightlife options. Miami’s South Beach is famous for its vibrant club scene with 
world-class DJs and beachfront parties. For a more laid-back evening, enjoy live 
jazz or blues in St. Petersburg’s downtown area. Theatres and concert venues 
across the state host Broadway shows, symphonies, and comedy nights. Casinos 
like Seminole Hard Rock in Hollywood offer gaming, live music, and fine dining 
under one roof, making nightlife in Florida exciting and varied. 

Hidden Gems & Offbeat Attractions 

For travelers seeking less crowded and unique experiences, Florida has plenty to 
offer. Visit the small town of Mount Dora, known for its antique shops, art 
galleries, and charming festivals. The Coral Castle in Homestead is a mysterious 
stone structure built by a single man, attracting curious visitors. Take a scenic drive 
through the Florida Panhandle to discover pristine beaches and historic forts. For 
nature lovers, the lesser-known Crystal River area offers manatee tours in natural 
springs, providing intimate wildlife encounters away from the crowds. 

 

Weather & Climate in Florida 



 

Florida’s weather is famously warm and sunny, making it a popular destination 
almost year-round. However, understanding the seasonal variations can help you 
choose the best time for your trip. 

Spring (March to May) 

Spring in Florida offers warm, pleasant temperatures and lower humidity compared 
to summer. Average highs range from the mid-70s to mid-80s Fahrenheit 
(24-29°C). It is a great time to explore outdoor attractions, enjoy beaches, and 
attend festivals without the intense heat. Spring also marks the start of the dry 
season in many parts of the state, especially Central and South Florida. 

Summer (June to August) 

Summer brings hot temperatures often soaring into the 90s°F (32-35°C), along 
with high humidity and frequent afternoon thunderstorms. This season is perfect 
for beach lovers and water-based activities but be prepared for sudden rain 
showers. It is also the start of the Atlantic hurricane season, which runs from June 
to November, so travelers should stay updated on weather alerts. 



Fall (September to November) 

Fall is a transitional season with gradually cooling temperatures and decreasing 
humidity. Early fall can still be hot and wet, but by late October and November, 
weather becomes more comfortable with highs in the 70s and 80s°F (21-29°C). 
This is also the tail end of hurricane season, so caution is advised in September and 
October. Fall is a good time to visit for fewer crowds and pleasant weather. 

Winter (December to February) 

Florida’s winters are mild and dry, with average daytime temperatures ranging 
from the mid-50s to mid-70s°F (13-24°C). This season attracts many visitors 
escaping colder climates elsewhere. It is ideal for sightseeing, outdoor adventures, 
and enjoying beaches without the summer crowds. Northern Florida can be cooler, 
so packing layers is recommended. 

 

Best Time to Visit Florida 

 

 



Florida is a year-round destination, but the best time to visit depends on your 
preferences for weather, crowds, and activities. 

December to April - Peak Season 

This period offers warm, dry weather and is the most popular time to visit. Expect 
comfortable temperatures ranging from the mid-60s to mid-80s°F (18-29°C). It’s 
perfect for outdoor activities, beach days, and exploring the state’s famous 
attractions like theme parks and national parks. However, this is also the busiest 
time, so expect higher prices and larger crowds, especially around holidays and 
spring break. 

May to August - Summer Heat and Humidity 

Summer months bring hot, humid weather with highs often above 90°F (32°C) and 
frequent afternoon thunderstorms. This is the best time for water sports, beach 
vacations, and visiting Florida’s many lakes and rivers. Prices tend to be lower, and 
crowds at popular destinations decrease after spring break. Just be mindful of 
hurricane season starting in June. 

September to November - Shoulder Season 

Fall offers a balance of warm weather and fewer visitors. Early fall can be rainy 
and humid with the risk of hurricanes, but by late October and November, the 
climate cools down and becomes more pleasant. It’s a great time for budget 
travelers and those looking to avoid crowds while still enjoying outdoor activities. 

Special Considerations 

●​ Hurricane Season: Runs from June through November. Stay informed and 
flexible with travel plans during these months. 

●​ Events and Festivals: Many cultural events and festivals occur throughout 
the year, so check local calendars to plan around these for an enhanced 
experience. 

 



Where to Stay in Florida 

 

Florida is huge, so where you stay really depends on which part of the state you 
want to explore. Here are some of the top regions and types of places to stay, with 
recommendations that suit different travel styles: 

Orlando (For Theme Parks) 

Orlando is ideal for travelers planning to spend time at major attractions like Walt 
Disney World, Universal Studios, and SeaWorld. Stay in one of the resort hotels 
inside or very close to the parks to make the most of your days, you will save time 
on commuting and have easy access to transportation. There are also many 
vacation rentals and family-friendly hotels nearby, making it a convenient base for 
families. 

Miami & Miami Beach (For Culture and Nightlife) 

If you want beach time and a lively nightlife or art scene, Miami is a great choice. 
In South Beach, you will find luxury beachfront hotels and boutique stays. For a 
slightly quieter but still vibrant scene, consider neighborhoods like Wynwood. 



Staying here gives you access to world-class dining, modern art, and the city’s rich 
cultural life. 

The Florida Keys (Tropical Island Escape) 

For a laid-back, island-feel getaway, staying in the Keys is unbeatable. Key West 
offers historic inns, charming guesthouses, and small boutique hotels. If you prefer 
a bit more space and tranquility, look for accommodations in Key Largo or 
Islamorada. These spots are perfect for snorkeling, fishing, and relaxing away from 
the big-city rush. 

Naples & Southwest Florida (For Luxury and Relaxation) 

Naples and the Lee Island Coast provide upscale, peaceful accommodations. 
Expect elegant resorts, seaside boutiques, and beachfront properties. This region is 
ideal for travelers who want to combine beach time with nature, with nearby access 
to the Everglades and wildlife preserves, it is perfect for a high-end, 
outdoor-oriented trip. 

Sarasota and the Gulf Coast (For Arts and Beaches) 

Sarasota offers a mix of culture and natural beauty, with art museums, theatre, and 
beautiful barrier island beaches like Siesta Key. Staying on Siesta Key or Longboat 
Key lets you enjoy peaceful beach days and easy access to Sarasota’s cultural 
scene. Siesta Key is especially well-known for its powdery quartz sand. 

Tampa Bay / St. Petersburg (For Urban Meets Beach) 

Tampa Bay and St. Petersburg provide a great balance of urban attractions and 
Gulf Coast beaches. You can find modern downtown hotels, waterfront inns, and 
more relaxed beach accommodations. This area is well suited to travelers who 
want both beach time and city exploration. 

Fort Lauderdale (For Waterways and Relaxed Vibes) 

Fort Lauderdale is perfect for a slower-pace coastal trip, with its canals, boating, 
and laid-back beaches. There are many waterfront hotels and boutique properties, 



especially around the Riverwalk area. It’s a good alternative to the busier Miami 
beach, offering plenty of dining and shopping options. 

Key Regions for Nature Lovers 

If you want to experience more of Florida’s natural landscapes, consider staying 
near Honeymoon Island State Park. The area offers peaceful beachside cabins and 
inns. Wikipedia For those interested in wildlife and birding, some lodgings near the 
Everglades or smaller gulf coast towns put you close to nature. 

 

Pro Tips for Booking: 

●​ Book early in peak season (December-April), hotels fill fast in Orlando, the 
Keys, and beaches. 

●​ If you are traveling on a budget, look for vacation rentals or mid-range 
hotels outside beach hotspots. 

●​ Consider booking a region-based stay rather than trying to cover the entire 
state, Florida is very large. 

●​ For flexibility, choose places where you can easily rent a car, many hotel 
areas are not very walkable. 

 

What to Eat in Florida 



 

Discover Florida’s vibrant food scene filled with fresh seafood, tropical flavors, 
and unique regional dishes that reflect its diverse culture. 

Key Dishes to Try in Florida 

●​ Stone Crab Claws: A seasonal delicacy, especially from October to May. 
Enjoy these sweet, tender claws steamed or chilled with mustard sauce. The 
best places to try them are in the Florida Keys and Miami. 

●​ Cuban Sandwich: A must-try in Miami and Tampa, this sandwich features 
roasted pork, ham, Swiss cheese, pickles, and mustard pressed in Cuban 
bread. 

●​ Grouper Sandwich: Popular along the coast, fresh grouper is grilled or fried 
and served on a bun with lettuce, tomato, and tartar sauce. 

●​ Key Lime Pie: Florida’s official state dessert, made from the tiny, tart Key 
lime fruit. Find authentic versions in the Florida Keys and Miami. 

●​ Conch Fritters: Deep-fried balls made from conch meat mixed with batter 
and spices, often served with dipping sauce in the Keys. 



Local Drinks to Enjoy in Florida 

●​ Orange Juice: Florida is the largest orange producer in the U.S., so 
fresh-squeezed juice is everywhere. 

●​ Cuban Coffee (Cafecito): Strong and sweet espresso, commonly served in 
Cuban cafes across Miami. 

●​ Tropical Cocktails: From mojitos to rum runners, Florida’s beach bars are 
famous for their fruity, refreshing drinks. 

Food Festivals to Explore in Florida 

●​ Florida Seafood Festival (Apalachicola): Celebrate fresh catches with 
cooking demos, contests, and live music. 

●​ Tampa Bay Margarita Festival: Sample margaritas from local and national 
makers along with food trucks and entertainment. 

●​ Key West Lobsterfest: A five-day festival featuring lobster tastings, boat 
races, and parties. 

Florida’s culinary delights are a big part of its charm, blending coastal freshness 
with multicultural influences. When exploring US destinations, don’t miss these 
flavors to complete your trip. 

 

Events & Festivals in Florida 



 

Florida’s event calendar is packed year-round with vibrant US events and festivals, 
celebrating culture, music, food, and community spirit. Whether you are into arts, 
seafood, or family fun, there is always something happening to make your visit 
memorable. 

Florida Seafood Festival 

●​ Estimated Schedule: November 
●​ Location: Apalachicola 

A beloved celebration of Florida’s seafood bounty, this festival draws food lovers 
to sample fresh oysters, crab, shrimp, and fish. Enjoy live music, cooking 
demonstrations, and arts and crafts vendors. It’s a great way to experience local 
culture and fresh coastal flavors. 

Art Basel Miami Beach 

●​ Estimated Schedule: Early December 
●​ Location: Miami Beach 

https://roam50states.com/category/events-festivals/


One of the world’s premier contemporary art fairs, Art Basel Miami Beach 
showcases top galleries, installations, and art performances. It attracts collectors, 
artists, and enthusiasts worldwide, turning Miami into a vibrant art hub each 
winter. 

Florida Strawberry Festival 

●​ Estimated Schedule: March 
●​ Location: Plant City 

This family-friendly festival honors the strawberry harvest with carnival rides, live 
music, contests, and tons of strawberry treats. It’s one of Florida’s oldest and most 
beloved agricultural celebrations. 

Calle Ocho Festival 

●​ Estimated Schedule: March 
●​ Location: Miami 

A huge street festival in the heart of Little Havana, Calle Ocho celebrates Latin 
culture with music, dancing, food, and colorful parades. It’s a must-visit for those 
who want to experience Miami’s vibrant Hispanic heritage. 

Gasparilla Pirate Festival 

●​ Estimated Schedule: Late January - Early February 
●​ Location: Tampa 

This lively festival features a pirate invasion, parade, and numerous events 
celebrating Tampa’s pirate lore. It is a fun and quirky event perfect for families and 
adults alike. 

Epcot International Food & Wine Festival 

●​ Estimated Schedule: Late August to November 
●​ Location: Walt Disney World, Orlando 

Foodies flock here to taste global cuisines, attend cooking demos, and enjoy live 
concerts. It is a culinary journey inside one of Florida’s top attractions. 



Florida Film Festival 

●​ Estimated Schedule: In April 
●​ Location: Orlando 

An important event for independent filmmakers and movie buffs, the festival 
screens a wide range of films, hosts workshops, and offers networking 
opportunities. 

Winterfest Boat Parade 

●​ Estimated Schedule: December 
●​ Location: Fort Lauderdale 

A festive parade of decorated boats sailing along Fort Lauderdale’s waterways, 
creating a magical holiday atmosphere. It’s a unique way to experience Florida’s 
coastal charm during the holidays. 

 

Travel Tips While Visiting Florida (Dos & Don’ts) 

 



Visiting Florida is an exciting adventure, but keeping these simple tips in mind will 
make your trip smoother and more enjoyable. 

Travel Dos in Florida 

●​ Do plan for the weather: Florida is sunny most of the year but can get very 
hot and humid in summer. Pack lightweight clothes, sunscreen, and stay 
hydrated. 

●​ Do rent a car if you want to explore widely: Public transit outside major 
cities like Miami and Orlando is limited. 

●​ Do explore beyond the beaches: Florida has incredible natural parks, 
historic towns, and unique cultural experiences. 

●​ Do book popular attractions and accommodations early: Places like 
Disney World and Miami Beach fill up quickly, especially during holidays. 

●​ Do respect wildlife and nature: When visiting Everglades or state parks, 
stay on trails and avoid feeding animals. 

Travel Don’ts in Florida 

●​ Don’t underestimate the sun: Florida’s sun is strong year-round. Sunburn 
and heat exhaustion are common without protection. 

●​ Don’t swim outside designated areas: Pay attention to lifeguard warnings 
and avoid swimming where there are strong currents or wildlife risks. 

●​ Don’t forget to check local event schedules: Some areas may have road 
closures or heavy crowds during big festivals or spring break. 

●​ Don’t ignore hurricane season: June to November can bring tropical 
storms. Stay updated on weather forecasts if traveling then. 

●​ Don’t litter or damage natural habitats: Florida’s beauty depends on 
clean beaches and parks, helping keep them pristine. 

 

FrequentlyAsked Questions 

What is Florida famous for? 



Florida is famous for its stunning beaches, theme parks like Disney World and 
Universal Studios, vibrant nightlife in Miami, the Everglades National Park, and a 
warm subtropical climate that attracts visitors year-round. 

When is the best time to visit Florida? 

The best time to visit Florida is during the spring (March to May) and fall 
(September to November) when the weather is pleasant and the crowds are smaller. 
Winter is also popular, especially for snowbirds escaping colder climates. 

What are the top things to do in Florida? 

Top things to do in Florida include visiting Orlando’s theme parks, exploring the 
Florida Keys, relaxing on Miami Beach, touring the Everglades, and enjoying 
outdoor activities like boating, fishing, and hiking in state parks. 

Is Florida family-friendly for vacations? 

Yes, Florida is highly family-friendly with attractions suitable for all ages such as 
Disney World, SeaWorld, beaches, museums, and outdoor adventure parks. 

Can I drive around Florida easily? 

Driving around Florida is convenient with an extensive network of highways and 
interstates like I-95, I-75, and the Florida Turnpike connecting major cities and 
attractions. 

What airports serve Florida? 

Major airports in Florida include Miami International Airport (MIA), Orlando 
International Airport (MCO), Tampa International Airport (TPA), and Fort 
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL). 

Are Florida beaches safe to swim at? 

Most Florida beaches are safe for swimming and well-patrolled by lifeguards. 
Always check local advisories for weather and wildlife warnings before 
swimming. 



What is the weather like in Florida? 

Florida has a subtropical climate with hot, humid summers and mild winters. 
Summer brings frequent afternoon thunderstorms, while winters are generally dry 
and comfortable. 

Do I need a car to explore Florida? 

While some cities have public transportation, renting a car is recommended to 
explore Florida’s diverse attractions, beaches, and parks comfortably. 

Are there any travel restrictions in Florida? 

Check the latest travel advisories for Florida, especially during hurricane season 
(June to November), and follow local health guidelines. 

What local foods should I try in Florida? 

Try local specialties like fresh seafood, Key lime pie, Cuban sandwiches, grouper 
sandwiches, and stone crab claws. 

Is Florida good for honeymoon destinations? 

Yes, Florida offers romantic US honeymoon destinations such as the Florida Keys, 
Miami Beach, and luxury resorts along the Gulf Coast, making it a popular 
honeymoon spot. 

What outdoor activities can I do in Florida? 

You can enjoy boating, fishing, snorkeling, scuba diving, hiking, bird watching, 
and airboat tours in the Everglades. 

Are pets allowed on Florida beaches? 

Pet policies vary by beach; some allow dogs during specific hours or seasons, so 
it’s best to check individual beach regulations before bringing pets. 

How many days do I need to explore Florida? 

https://roam50states.com/best-honeymoon-destinations-in-the-usa-for-every-couple/


A week to ten days is ideal to explore major highlights like Orlando’s theme parks, 
Miami’s beaches, the Keys, and the Everglades. Longer stays allow for deeper 
exploration. 

What festivals and events happen in Florida? 

Florida hosts numerous events such as Art Basel Miami, Florida Film Festival, 
Gasparilla Pirate Festival in Tampa, and various music and food festivals 
year-round. 
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