Best Amusement Parks in the US
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The United States is the ultimate playground for amusement park lovers, home to some
of the most thrilling, imaginative, and record-breaking parks in the world. From the
magical kingdoms of Florida and California to adrenaline-pumping coaster havens in
Ohio and New Jersey, every park tells its own story of creativity, adventure, and pure
excitement. Whether you’re a family with young kids, a thrill-seeker chasing the next big
drop, or a traveler looking for iconic American experiences, the U.S. offers something
unforgettable.

According to The International Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions
(IAAPA) there are more than 400 amusement parks and attractions across the United

States. Florida and California lead the list with world-famous destinations like Walt
Disney World, Universal Studios, and Disneyland, while states like Ohio, Texas, and
Pennsylvania are known for their heart-stopping roller coasters and innovative rides.
Beyond the big names, you will also find hidden gems, including regional parks that
blend nostalgia, scenic beauty, and authentic Americana charm.


https://www.esri.com/about/newsroom/insider/mapping-the-theme-parks-market

Ready to discover which ones belong on your travel bucket list? Let’s exp[lore the best
amusement parks in the U.S., where magic, motion, and memories await.

Best Amusement Parks in the US
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From coast to coast, America’s amusement parks bring out the child in every traveler.
Whether you crave high-speed coasters, immersive movie worlds, or family fun under the
sun, these parks deliver unforgettable adventures worth adding to your travel list.

Walt Disney World Resort

Location: Orlando, Florida

Best For: Families, Disney fans, and magical vacations

Opening Hours: Typically 9 AM - 10 PM (varies by park and season)

Best Time to Visit: Late January to early March or mid-September for smaller

crowds

Park Details:



Walt Disney World Resort is the most iconic theme park destination in the world.
Spanning 25,000 acres, it features four main parks, including Magic Kingdom, EPCOT,
Hollywood Studios, and Animal Kingdom. Each shows its own immersive themes and
attractions. Visitors can experience everything from classic rides like Space Mountain to
new favorites such as Avatar Flight of Passage and Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge. Beyond the
rides, Disney offers world-class resorts, dining, shopping, and entertainment districts,
making it a full-scale vacation destination that perfectly blends imagination and
adventure.

Universal Orlando Resort

e Location: Orlando, Florida

e Best For: Movie lovers and adrenaline seekers

e Opening Hours: 9 AM - 9 PM (hours may vary)

e Best Time to Visit: Mid-January through February or late April to early June

Park Details:

Universal Orlando Resort brings Hollywood magic to life with two blockbuster theme
parks, Universal Studios Florida and Islands of Adventure, plus Volcano Bay water park.
Travelers can explore The Wizarding World of Harry Potter, face dinosaurs on the
Jurassic World VelociCoaster, or enjoy family favorites like Despicable Me Minion
Mayhem. Every ride and show is designed to make guests feel part of their favorite films.
With exceptional food options, immersive theming, and vibrant nightlife at CityWalk,
Universal Orlando is a must for anyone who loves cinematic thrills and big adventure.

Disneyland Resort

e Location: Anaheim, California

e Best For: Families and Disney fans seeking classic magic

e Opening Hours: 8 AM - 11 PM (varies seasonally)

e Best Time to Visit: January, February, or mid-September for lighter crowds

Park Details:



Opened in 1955, Disneyland Resort is Walt Disney’s original dream come true. It
includes Disneyland Park and Disney California Adventure, where fairy tales, history,
and innovation meet. Guests can explore iconic attractions like Pirates of the Caribbean
and It’s a Small World or step into modern lands like Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge and
Avengers Campus. The attention to detail and nostalgic charm make Disneyland a
timeless favorite. With its parades, fireworks, and Main Street U.S.A., it’s the perfect
destination for anyone who loves imagination and storytelling.

Cedar Point

Location: Sandusky, Ohio

Best For: Roller coaster enthusiasts and thrill-seekers

Opening Hours: 10 AM - 10 PM (May through October)

Best Time to Visit: Late May or mid-September for fewer crowds

Park Details:

Cedar Point, known as the “Roller Coaster Capital of the World,” is a paradise for thrill
lovers. Located on a scenic Lake Erie peninsula, it boasts 70+ rides, including 18
record-breaking coasters such as Steel Vengeance and Millennium Force. The park also
features family rides, a large water park, live shows, and a beachfront resort atmosphere.
It’s not just about high speeds, Cedar Point also offers beautiful views, historic charm,
and events like HalloWeekends, making it one of the most complete amusement park
experiences in the U.S.

Six Flags Magic Mountain

Location: Valencia, California

Best For: Extreme thrill rides and coaster lovers

Opening Hours: 10:30 AM — 9 PM (hours vary)

Best Time to Visit: Spring or late fall to avoid summer crowds

Park Details:

Six Flags Magic Mountain holds the record for the most roller coasters in the world, over
20 of them, offering pure adrenaline. From the twisting Twisted Colossus to the futuristic



X2, the park keeps thrill-seekers coming back year after year. Located just outside Los
Angeles, it combines cutting-edge rides with scenic Southern California views. Families
can also enjoy tamer attractions, live shows, and seasonal events like Fright Fest. If
you’re craving intensity and world-class engineering, Magic Mountain is an unmatched
destination.

Busch Gardens Tampa Bay

Location: Tampa, Florida

Best For: Wildlife enthusiasts and adventure seekers
Opening Hours: 10 AM - 6 PM (extended in summer)

Best Time to Visit: Late January through March or September

Park Details:

Busch Gardens Tampa Bay blends a zoo, theme park, and safari adventure into one
unforgettable destination. Set in an African-inspired landscape, it features world-class
coasters like Iron Gwazi and Cheetah Hunt alongside close-up encounters with giraffes,
tigers, and elephants. The park also offers live entertainment, cultural exhibits, and dining
experiences inspired by global flavors. Its rare balance of thrills and nature makes it a top
choice for families and travelers looking for something beyond traditional amusement
parks.

Hersheypark

Location: Hershey, Pennsylvania

Best For: Families and chocolate lovers

Opening Hours: 10 AM - 8 PM (seasonal variations)

Best Time to Visit: May through June or early fall for mild weather

Park Details:

Created by Milton Hershey in 1906, Hersheypark began as a leisure park for chocolate
factory workers and has grown into a top-tier family attraction. Today it offers 70+ rides,
including coasters like Candymonium and Wildcat’s Revenge. Guests can also visit the
adjacent Hershey’s Chocolate World to explore interactive exhibits and create custom



candy bars. Between the coasters, the water park, and sweet treats in the air, Hersheypark
delivers fun with a touch of nostalgia and plenty of chocolate charm.

Knott’s Berry Farm

Location: Buena Park, California

Best For: Families and classic American fun

Opening Hours: 10 AM - 10 PM (varies seasonally)

Best Time to Visit: Spring or early fall for pleasant weather

Park Details:

What began as a small berry farm has grown into one of America’s most beloved
amusement parks. Knott’s Berry Farm combines Wild West theming, thrilling coasters
like GhostRider and HangTime, and family attractions in themed areas such as Camp
Snoopy. Seasonal festivals like the Boysenberry Festival and Knott’s Scary Farm add
unique charm throughout the year. Known for its nostalgic atmosphere and down-to-earth
California vibes, it’s a perfect destination for travelers seeking a mix of thrills, history,
and comfort food.

Dollywood

Location: Pigeon Forge, Tennessee

Best For: Families and fans of Southern culture

Opening Hours: 10 AM - 9 PM (varies by season)

Best Time to Visit: April to early June or during the fall festival season

Park Details:

Co-owned by Dolly Parton, Dollywood reflects the heart and heritage of the Smoky
Mountains. The park offers thrilling rides like Lightning Rod and Wild Eagle, along with
live music, local crafts, and delicious Southern cuisine. Seasonal festivals, from Flower &
Food to Smoky Mountain Christmas, bring a unique charm year-round. With its mix of
excitement, artistry, and hospitality, Dollywood feels less like a theme park and more like
a celebration of Appalachian culture and community.



SeaWorld Orlando

e Location: Orlando, Florida

e Best For: Marine life enthusiasts and families

e Opening Hours: 9 AM - 7 PM (varies seasonally)

e Best Time to Visit: Late winter or early spring for pleasant weather

Park Details:

SeaWorld Orlando blends ocean discovery with thrilling adventures. Guests can dive into
marine life encounters, see dolphins and orcas up close, and ride high-speed coasters like
Mako and Ice Breaker. The park’s educational programs highlight marine conservation
and rescue efforts. With shows, exhibits, and kid-friendly play areas, SeaWorld provides
both excitement and education, a perfect mix for families who want to explore the
wonders of the sea while enjoying world-class attractions.

Silver Dollar City
e Location: Branson, Missouri
e Best For: Families and travelers interested in Americana and craftsmanship
e Opening Hours: 9:30 AM - 6 PM (extended during festivals)
e Best Time to Visit: Spring or fall, especially during festivals like An Old Time
Christmas
Park Details:

Silver Dollar City captures the heart of 1880s America with a blend of thrilling rides, live
entertainment, and traditional craftsmanship. Nestled in the Ozark Mountains, the park
features over 40 rides, including the Time Traveler coaster and Outlaw Run, known for
its wood-and-steel hybrid design. Beyond the rides, visitors can watch blacksmiths,
glassblowers, and bakers showcase old-fashioned skills. Seasonal festivals celebrate
everything from bluegrass music to Christmas lights, adding to the park’s charm. It’s a
place where nostalgia meets adventure, offering authentic American fun for all ages.




Carowinds

e Location: Charlotte, North Carolina (on the border with South Carolina)
e Best For: Thrill-seekers and families in the Southeast

e Opening Hours: 10 AM - 10 PM (varies by season)

e Best Time to Visit: April to early June or September for lighter crowds

Park Details:

Carowinds is a premier amusement park that literally straddles two states. It’s known for
its impressive lineup of coasters, including Fury 325, one of the tallest and fastest giga
coasters in the world. The park also features a large water park, Carolina Harbor, and
family-friendly zones with Peanuts characters. Seasonal events like Scarowinds and
WinterFest add variety throughout the year. Carowinds combines Southern hospitality
with world-class thrills, making it one of the best amusement destinations in the
southeastern United States.

LEGOLAND Florida Resort

Location: Winter Haven, Florida

Best For: Families with young children and LEGO enthusiasts

Opening Hours: 10 AM - 6 PM (extended during weekends and holidays)
Best Time to Visit: January to April for mild weather and smaller crowds

Park Details:

LEGOLAND Florida Resort turns creativity into an adventure. Built on the site of the
historic Cypress Gardens, it offers more than 50 rides and attractions designed for
families with kids aged 2 to 12. The park’s themed areas include LEGO City, LEGO
Kingdoms, and Miniland USA, where miniature versions of iconic American landmarks
are crafted from millions of LEGO bricks. With an adjacent water park and themed
hotels, LEGOLAND delivers a colorful, interactive experience that encourages
imagination while offering a relaxing and fun-filled getaway.

Kings Island



Location: Mason, Ohio

Best For: Coaster lovers and family entertainment

Opening Hours: 10 AM - 10 PM (seasonal variations)

Best Time to Visit: May through early June or September for pleasant weather

Park Details:

Kings Island is one of the Midwest’s most beloved amusement parks, boasting more than
100 rides and attractions. Its roller coaster collection includes Orion, Diamondback, and
The Beast, the world’s longest wooden coaster. The park also features Planet Snoopy for
kids, live entertainment, and Soak City Water Park for hot summer days. With its balance
of high-energy rides and family-friendly areas, Kings Island appeals to travelers of all
ages looking for a mix of excitement and classic theme park nostalgia.

Kennywood

Location: West Mifflin, Pennsylvania (near Pittsburgh)

Best For: Families and fans of classic amusement parks

Opening Hours: 10:30 AM - 9 PM (varies seasonally)

Best Time to Visit: Late spring or early fall for comfortable weather and
manageable crowds

Park Details:

Kennywood is one of America’s oldest amusement parks, combining historic charm with
modern thrills. Established in 1898, it’s home to classic wooden coasters like the
Thunderbolt and modern attractions such as Phantom’s Revenge. The park also preserves
vintage rides and traditional midway games, giving it a nostalgic, hometown feel.
Seasonal events like Phantom Fright Nights and Holiday Lights make Kennywood a
year-round favorite. It’s a National Historic Landmark that continues to offer authentic
amusement park magic rooted in American tradition.




Tips for Visiting U.S. Amusement Parks

Visiting the best amusement parks in the U.S. can be an unforgettable experience, if you
plan it right. Here are a few tried-and-true tips to help you enjoy every minute while

avoiding common travel hassles.

Buy Tickets in Advance: Most parks offer discounted prices for online bookings.
Purchasing tickets in advance not only saves money but also time at the gate.
Many parks now use mobile passes, so you can skip ticket lines altogether.

Visit on Weekdays or During Shoulder Seasons: Crowds peak during summer
and weekends. For shorter lines and a more relaxed atmosphere, plan your trip for
spring or fall weekdays. Early mornings and late evenings are usually less
crowded too.

Use Park Apps for Navigation and Wait Times: Major amusement parks,
including Disney, Universal, and Six Flags, have official apps that display
real-time wait times, show schedules, and dining options. Downloading these apps
can help you make the most efficient use of your day.

Pack Smart: Bring a lightweight backpack with essentials, including sunscreen,
water bottles, snacks, and portable chargers. Many parks have lockers near main
attractions, so you can store larger items and enjoy rides comfortably.

Stay Hydrated and Take Breaks: It is easy to get caught up in the excitement
and forget to rest. Take short breaks between rides, especially on hot days, and
drink plenty of water to stay energized.

Consider Multi-Day Passes or Resort Packages: If you are visiting massive
parks like Walt Disney World or Universal Orlando, one day isn’t enough.
Multi-day passes or resort stays often come with exclusive early access or
transportation perks that add great value.

Prioritize Must-See Rides: Before arriving, make a list of your must-do rides and
shows. Head to the most popular attractions first, as lines grow longer throughout
the day. Some parks even offer skip-the-line or express passes worth investing in.
Respect Height and Safety Rules: Each ride has safety requirements for a reason.
Make sure children meet the height and age restrictions and always follow staff
instructions to ensure everyone’s safety.

Plan for Weather Changes: Parks in Florida and California can experience
sudden rain showers, while northern states may have cool evenings. A light
poncho or jacket will keep you comfortable regardless of the forecast.



e End the Day with a Show or Parade: Evening parades, fireworks, and closing
shows offer the perfect finale to a theme park day. They are not only beautiful but
also give you a moment to unwind before heading out.

The Bottom Line

From record-breaking roller coasters to nostalgic carousels and family water rides, the
U.S. offers an amusement park for every traveler. Whether you are exploring the magic of
Disney, the thrills of Cedar Point, or the charm of Silver Dollar City, each destination
captures a unique side of American fun and creativity.

These parks are not just about adrenaline, they are about memories that last a lifetime.
With thoughtful planning, smart packing, and the right timing, you can make your visit
smooth, enjoyable, and truly unforgettable.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the number one amusement park in the U.S.?

Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida, is widely considered the top amusement
park in the U.S. It is the largest and most visited, offering four themed parks, including
Magic Kingdom, EPCOT, Hollywood Studios, and Animal Kingdom, along with endless
entertainment and dining options.

What is the most popular amusement park ride in the United States?

The most famous rides include Space Mountain at Disney, Millennium Force at Cedar
Point, and the Jurassic World VelociCoaster at Universal Orlando. These attractions
consistently rank among the top for thrill and popularity.

Which amusement park has the best roller coasters?

Cedar Point in Sandusky, Ohio, is known as “The Roller Coaster Capital of the World.” It
has over 15 world-class coasters, including Steel Vengeance and Millennium Force,
offering extreme drops and record-breaking speeds.



What are the best amusement parks for families with kids?

Families love LEGOLAND Florida, Disneyland Resort in California, and Hersheypark in
Pennsylvania. These parks offer kid-friendly rides, themed areas, and entertainment
suited for all ages.

What is the best time of year to visit amusement parks in the U.S.?

Spring and fall are ideal for visiting amusement parks. The weather is pleasant, lines are
shorter, and prices are often lower than during the busy summer season.

Are amusement parks open year-round in the U.S.?

Not all. Parks in warmer states like Florida and California stay open year-round, while
those in northern regions often close during winter. Always check seasonal schedules
before planning your visit.

Which U.S. amusement parks have the best water rides?

Universal’s Volcano Bay in Florida, Schlitterbahn Waterpark in Texas, and Disney’s
Typhoon Lagoon are among the best for water attractions, combining thrilling slides with
family-friendly splash zones.

How can I save money on amusement park tickets?

Book tickets online in advance, use bundled vacation packages, or look for off-season
deals. Many parks also offer annual passes or discounted multi-day tickets for repeat
visitors.

What should I wear to an amusement park?

Comfortable clothes, breathable fabrics, and supportive footwear are essential. Bring a
hat, sunglasses, and a poncho or light jacket depending on the weather.

Are amusement parks in the U.S. safe to visit?

Yes, U.S. amusement parks follow strict safety standards. Always follow ride rules,
height restrictions, and staff instructions. For additional peace of mind, check park
policies on security and first aid before your visit.
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