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Arkansas is a state of natural wonders, southern charm, and hidden gems. Known 
as The Natural State, it offers lush forests, sparkling lakes, rugged mountains, and 
historic towns. 

Outdoor lovers can hike the Ozark and Ouachita ranges, soak in Hot Springs 
National Park, or paddle the Buffalo National River. Charming small towns and 
bustling cities like Little Rock mix history with modern attractions. From crystal 
hunting in Mount Ida to tasting farm-fresh Southern cuisine, Arkansas surprises 
travelers at every turn.  

This guide covers everything you need to plan your trip to Arkansas. You will find 
top places to visit, things to do, where to stay, what to eat, major events, and 
essential travel tips. It is designed for travelers looking for outdoor adventures, 
scenic drives, and authentic local experiences. 

 



Quick Facts About Arkansas 

 
 

●​ Capital: Little Rock 

●​ Nickname: The Natural State 

●​ Time Zone: Central Time Zone (CT) 

●​ Region: Southern United States 

●​ Statehood: June 15, 1836 (25th state) 

●​ Famous For: 

○​ Hot Springs National Park 

○​ Ozark Mountains 

○​ Quartz crystal mining 

○​ Scenic rivers 

○​ Southern hospitality 



●​ State Parks / National Parks: 

○​ Hot Springs National Park 

○​ Buffalo National River 

○​ Crater of Diamonds State Park 

○​ Petit Jean State Park, Mount Magazine State Park 

●​ Best Time to Visit: Spring (March to May) and fall (September to 
November) for pleasant weather and beautiful foliage 

●​ Major Airports: 

○​ Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport (LIT) 

○​ Northwest Arkansas National Airport (XNA) 

○​ Fort Smith Regional Airport (FSM) 

●​ Fun Fact: Arkansas is the only state in the U.S. where you can mine for 
diamonds and keep what you find. 

 

How to Get There – Arkansas 



 
 

●​ By Air 
○​ Main airports: Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport (LIT) in 

Little Rock and Northwest Arkansas National Airport (XNA) in 
Bentonville. 

○​ Direct flights from major U.S. cities such as Dallas, Atlanta, and 
Chicago. 

○​ Smaller options include Fort Smith Regional Airport (FSM) for 
regional access. 

●​ By Road 
○​ Interstates I-40, I-30, and I-55 connect Arkansas to surrounding states. 
○​ Scenic drives through the Ozark Mountains, Ouachita Mountains, and 

river valleys. 
○​ Rental cars available in cities and airports. 

●​ By Rail or Bus 
○​ The Amtrak Texas Eagle route stops in Little Rock and other towns, 

linking to St. Louis, Dallas, and beyond.​
Greyhound and Jefferson Lines operate budget-friendly bus services. 

 



Top Places to Visit in Arkansas 

Hot Springs National Park 

 

 

Hot Springs National Park is famous for its natural thermal springs and historic 
bathhouses located in downtown Hot Springs. Visitors can relax in the thermal 
waters, which have been used for healing for centuries. Bathhouse Row offers a 
glimpse into the early 1900s with beautifully preserved architecture and guided 
tours. Beyond the springs, there are hiking trails in the Ouachita Mountains and 
scenic drives nearby. The park combines wellness, history, and nature, making it a 
unique stop for travelers looking to unwind and explore Arkansas’s natural beauty. 

Crater of Diamonds State Park 



 

 

Located in Murfreesboro, this is the only public diamond mine where visitors can 
dig for real diamonds and keep what they find. The 37-acre plowed field is 
regularly sifted, and over 33,000 diamonds have been found here since it opened. 
Families and adventurers alike enjoy the hands-on experience of searching through 
soil with provided tools. The park has picnic areas, a small museum, and a gift 
shop, offering a fun and educational experience unique to Arkansas. 

Ozark National Forest 



 

 

Covering over one million acres, the Ozark National Forest offers diverse outdoor 
activities year-round. The forest features rugged terrain, waterfalls, and scenic 
overlooks. Popular hikes include the Whitaker Point Trail, also known as 
Hawksbill Crag, offering one of Arkansas’s most famous views. The forest also has 
campgrounds, horseback riding trails, and excellent fishing spots. Visitors in fall 
will find breathtaking colors, while spring brings wildflowers and cooler 
temperatures, making it a perfect destination for nature lovers and outdoor 
enthusiasts. 

Buffalo National River 



 

 

The Buffalo National River is one of the few remaining free-flowing rivers in the 
lower 48 states. Stretching 135 miles, it winds through the Ozark Mountains with 
towering limestone bluffs and clear waters. Canoeing and kayaking are popular 
ways to experience the river’s scenic beauty, and there are multiple access points 
for short floats or full-day trips. Hiking trails along the river lead to waterfalls and 
caves, while the surrounding forests offer excellent wildlife watching. It’s a 
peaceful and unspoiled natural area perfect for outdoor adventurers. 

Little Rock Central High School National Historic Site 



 

 

This site commemorates the landmark events of the Civil Rights Movement in 
1957 when nine African American students integrated Central High School under 
federal protection. The visitor center includes exhibits on the struggle for equality 
and the history of segregation in the South. Guided tours provide insights into the 
social and political climate of the time. It’s a powerful historical site that offers a 
deep understanding of America’s past and progress, attracting visitors interested in 
civil rights and American history. 

Mount Magazine State Park 



 

 

Mount Magazine is Arkansas’s highest point at 2,753 feet. The state park offers 
hiking trails, rock climbing, and stunning panoramic views of the Arkansas River 
Valley. Visitors can spot wildlife like deer and bald eagles and enjoy seasonal 
wildflowers. The park features a lodge with cabins, perfect for overnight stays. 
Popular activities include hang gliding, especially in spring and fall when weather 
conditions are ideal. This park combines adventure and natural beauty, drawing 
outdoor lovers and photographers alike. 

Eureka Springs 



 

 

Nestled in the Ozarks, Eureka Springs is a charming Victorian town known for its 
winding streets and unique architecture. Visitors explore historic buildings, art 
galleries, and boutique shops. Highlights include the Thorncrown Chapel, a glass 
structure surrounded by trees, and Crescent Hotel, famous for its ghost stories. The 
town hosts numerous festivals, including arts and music events. The natural springs 
and spa culture add to its appeal, making Eureka Springs a popular destination for 
romantic getaways and cultural exploration. 

Petit Jean State Park 



 

 

Petit Jean is Arkansas’s oldest state park, offering scenic overlooks, hiking trails, 
and waterfalls. Cedar Falls, a 95-foot waterfall, is a major attraction. The park has 
several trails varying in difficulty, passing through rock formations, caves, and 
forests. Facilities include a lodge, cabins, and campgrounds. Picnic areas and 
interpretive programs enhance the visitor experience. Petit Jean’s rich history and 
natural beauty make it a family-friendly destination with activities for all ages. 

Blanchard Springs Caverns 



 

 

Located within the Ozark-St. Francis National Forest, Blanchard Springs Caverns 
are a network of living caves with stunning formations. Guided tours take visitors 
through illuminated chambers filled with stalactites, stalagmites, and underground 
streams. Above ground, the area offers hiking trails and a recreation area with 
picnic spots. The caverns provide an educational and adventurous experience, 
suitable for families and geology enthusiasts wanting to explore Arkansas’s 
underground wonders. 

Fort Smith National Historic Site 



 

 

Fort Smith preserves the history of the western frontier and law enforcement in the 
19th century. The site includes reconstructed buildings, a gallows, and exhibits on 
the Trail of Tears and Native American history. Visitors can learn about the U.S. 
Marshals and the fort’s role in settling the American West. The site also hosts 
reenactments and educational programs. It’s an important destination for history 
buffs interested in frontier life and Native American relations. 

Garvan Woodland Gardens  



 

 

Situated near Hot Springs, Garvan Woodland Gardens covers 210 acres of 
botanical beauty. The gardens feature themed areas like the Japanese Garden and 
the Anthony Chapel, an architectural gem made of wood and glass. Visitors stroll 
along paths lined with seasonal flowers, waterfalls, and natural rock formations. 
The gardens host events and provide photo opportunities year-round. It’s a peaceful 
place to enjoy nature and horticulture in a well-maintained setting. 

Greers Ferry Lake 



 

 

Greers Ferry Lake is a clear-water reservoir popular for boating, fishing, 
swimming, and camping. The lake’s shoreline has marinas, picnic areas, and hiking 
trails. It is a favored summer destination for families and outdoor enthusiasts 
seeking water sports and relaxation. Fishing tournaments and recreational events 
draw visitors. The surrounding hills provide scenic backdrops, making it a perfect 
spot for a lakeside getaway in Arkansas. 

Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art 



 

Image credit: crystalbridges.org 

 

Located in Bentonville, Crystal Bridges is a world-class museum set within 120 
acres of scenic Ozark forest. The museum showcases an impressive collection of 
American art, from colonial times to contemporary works. Designed by architect 
Moshe Safdie, the building itself blends modern architecture with natural 
surroundings, featuring walking trails, ponds, and outdoor sculptures. Visitors can 
enjoy rotating exhibitions, educational programs, and free admission. The museum 
is a cultural highlight of Arkansas, perfect for art lovers and families wanting a 
blend of creativity and nature. 

Woolly Hollow State Park  
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Woolly Hollow is a hidden gem near Greenbrier offering a peaceful escape with a 
37-acre fishing lake, hiking trails, and picnic areas. The park is ideal for camping 
and fishing enthusiasts and has a boat ramp for kayaking and canoeing. The trails 
wind through hardwood forests and offer scenic views of the lake and surrounding 
hills. Woolly Hollow’s quiet atmosphere makes it a perfect spot for families and 
those looking to enjoy nature away from crowds, especially during spring 
wildflower season. 

Toltec Mounds Archaeological State Park 
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This site near Scott is home to ancient Native American earthwork mounds dating 
back over 1,000 years. It’s one of the most important archaeological sites in 
Arkansas, offering insight into early indigenous cultures. Visitors can explore the 
trails around the mounds and visit a museum that displays artifacts and explains the 
history of Mississippian culture. It is a unique educational stop for history buffs 
and families interested in the roots of Arkansas’s native peoples. 

Mount Nebo State Park 



 

Image credit: arkansasstateparks.com 

 

Mount Nebo State Park offers panoramic views of the Arkansas River Valley from 
its 1,350-foot summit. The park features hiking trails, picnic areas, and a lodge 
with cabins for overnight stays. Trails range from easy walks to more challenging 
hikes leading to overlooks and rock formations. Fall brings vibrant foliage, making 
it a popular time for photographers. The park’s mix of outdoor activities and serene 
landscapes attracts hikers, birdwatchers, and campers seeking a peaceful mountain 
retreat. 

Village Creek State Park 



 

 

Village Creek State Park is a lush, forested area near Wynne offering a mix of 
outdoor activities. The park features over 40 miles of hiking and horseback riding 
trails weaving through pine forests and wetlands. Anglers will find fishing spots on 
Village Creek and the park’s lakes. It also offers camping sites, picnic areas, and a 
visitor center with educational exhibits. This park is ideal for nature lovers who 
want to explore Arkansas’s diverse ecosystems, especially birdwatchers hoping to 
spot rare species in its rich habitats. 

Arkansas Post National Memorial 



 

 

This historic site commemorates Arkansas’s first European settlement and the 
nation’s oldest post in the Mississippi River Valley. Located near Gillett, it includes 
a museum and walking trails that explain the early colonial history and Native 
American interactions. Visitors can explore reconstructed structures and learn 
about the area's significance during the French and Spanish colonial eras. It’s a 
fascinating destination for history enthusiasts and those interested in the deep roots 
of Arkansas’s cultural heritage. 

Arkansas River Trail 



 

 

Spanning over 15 miles, the Arkansas River Trail circles through Little Rock and 
North Little Rock, connecting parks, museums, and scenic river views. The paved 
trail is perfect for biking, jogging, or a leisurely walk, offering safe paths for 
families and fitness lovers alike. Along the route, visitors find public art, picnic 
areas, and access to downtown attractions. The trail highlights urban and natural 
Arkansas, encouraging exploration of the capital’s cultural and recreational 
offerings. 

 

Things to Do in Arkansas 



 
 

Arkansas offers a diverse mix of activities for every type of traveler. From outdoor 
adventures to cultural experiences, the Natural State has plenty to explore. 

Outdoor Adventures 

Arkansas is a paradise for nature lovers. Hike the rugged trails of the Ozark and 
Ouachita Mountains, where waterfalls, caves, and stunning vistas await. Float 
down the Buffalo National River, the first federally protected river in the U.S., 
perfect for kayaking, canoeing, and fishing. Explore Blanchard Springs Caverns, 
an impressive underground cave system with guided tours. For wildlife watchers, 
Pea Ridge National Military Park combines history with birdwatching 
opportunities. Camping, mountain biking, and horseback riding are popular in 
many state parks. 

History & Culture 

Step back in time at Little Rock’s Central High School National Historic Site, a 
landmark of the civil rights movement. Visit the Historic Arkansas Museum to see 
pioneer life exhibits and 19th-century artifacts. In Hot Springs, tour the famous 
bathhouses that once drew visitors nationwide for healing waters. The Crystal 



Bridges Museum offers a blend of art, nature, and architecture. Don’t miss the 
Toltec Mounds for a glimpse into Native American history. 

Food & Drink Experiences 

Taste traditional Southern flavors like fried catfish, barbecue, and pecan pie. Try 
the famous “fried chicken” at local diners or indulge in farm-to-table dining in 
Fayetteville. The state boasts several craft breweries and vineyards, especially in 
the Eureka Springs area. Food festivals like the King Biscuit Blues Festival 
celebrate local culture and cuisine. 

Family-Friendly Activities 

Visit the Little Rock Zoo or the Mid-America Science Museum for hands-on 
learning and fun. The Arkansas Discovery Network offers interactive exhibits that 
engage kids of all ages. Many parks have playgrounds and easy trails suitable for 
children. Seasonal events and festivals often feature family-focused activities. 

Hidden Gems & Offbeat Attractions 

Explore quirky roadside stops like the World’s Largest Arkansas Toothpick or the 
Diamond Mine where visitors can search for real gems. The quirky town of Eureka 
Springs is filled with unique shops, art galleries, and historic architecture. Take a 
scenic drive along the Pig Trail Scenic Byway, known for its winding roads and 
beautiful fall colors. 

 

Weather & Climate in Arkansas 



 
 

Arkansas has a humid subtropical climate, which means hot summers, mild 
winters, and plenty of rainfall spread throughout the year. Because the state 
stretches from the Mississippi Delta to the Ozark and Ouachita Mountains, the 
weather can change a lot depending on where you are. 

Spring (March-May): 

Spring is one of the best times to visit Arkansas. Temperatures are comfortable, 
usually ranging from the 60s to 80s °F (15-29 °C). Wildflowers bloom across the 
Ozarks and Ouachitas, waterfalls are at their fullest, and festivals begin to pick up. 
However, spring is also tornado season in Arkansas, so travelers should keep an 
eye on weather alerts when storms roll through. 

Summer (June-August): 

Summers are hot and humid, especially in the southern and eastern parts of the 
state. Average highs range from the upper 80s to mid-90s °F (31-35 °C), with heat 
index values sometimes making it feel even warmer. This is lake and river season, 
perfect for swimming, boating, and floating trips. Travelers should pack light, 
breathable clothing and stay hydrated. Afternoon thunderstorms are common. 



Fall (September-November): 

Fall is a favorite season for both locals and travelers. September can still be warm, 
but by October and November, cooler air moves in. Daytime highs drop into the 
60s and 70s °F (15-25 °C), creating ideal hiking weather. Fall foliage in the Ozark 
and Ouachita Mountains is spectacular, rivaling colors in the Northeast. Many 
festivals, including county fairs and harvest celebrations, take place during this 
season. 

Winter (December-February): 

Winters in Arkansas are relatively mild compared to northern states. Average 
daytime temperatures sit in the 40s and 50s °F (4-12 °C), with occasional dips 
below freezing. Snow is rare in the south but more common in the Ozark 
Mountains, where a few inches can fall each year. Travelers visiting in winter 
should be prepared for chilly mornings and evenings but can often enjoy outdoor 
activities during the day. 

Regional Differences: 

●​ The Ozarks in the north are cooler year-round, with crisp mountain air and 
occasional snow in winter. 

●​ The Arkansas River Valley and Ouachitas have four well-defined seasons, 
making them a favorite for outdoor recreation. 

●​ The Delta region in the east is flatter, warmer, and more humid, especially in 
summer. 

 



Best Time to Visit Arkansas 

 
 

Most travelers find spring and fall to be the most comfortable seasons. That is 
when Arkansas shows off its natural beauty,  waterfalls, wildflowers, and colorful 
foliage, without the intense summer heat or winter chill. 

 

Where to Stay in Arkansas 



 
 

Arkansas offers a wide range of stays, from modern city hotels to lakeside cabins 
and mountain lodges. Visitors can choose based on whether they want culture, 
history, or nature during their trip. 

Luxury Hotels in Little Rock 

Travelers who want comfort and convenience often check in at high-end hotels in 
downtown Little Rock. Options near the River Market and Clinton Presidential 
Center provide stylish rooms, rooftop dining, and easy access to city attractions. 

Spa Resorts in Hot Springs 

Hot Springs is famous for its thermal waters, and many visitors choose to stay in 
historic bathhouse hotels or spa resorts. Here, guests can soak in mineral baths, 
enjoy massages, and relax after exploring the national park. 

Victorian Inns in Eureka Springs 

Eureka Springs is known for its Victorian-era houses, many of which now operate 
as charming inns or boutique hotels. Staying here gives guests a cozy retreat in the 
middle of winding streets, galleries, and mountain views. 



Cabins in the Ozark Mountains 

Visitors looking for nature escapes often check into cabins scattered across the 
Ozarks. These stays range from rustic wooden cabins to modern vacation rentals 
with hot tubs and private decks. They’re perfect for hiking getaways. 

Boutique Hotels in Bentonville 

Bentonville has become a cultural hub thanks to the Crystal Bridges Museum. 
Travelers can stay at boutique hotels that mix art-inspired design with comfort, 
often featuring local cuisine and modern amenities. 

Lakeside Rentals near Lake Ouachita and Lake Hamilton 

For water lovers, lakeside resorts and vacation rentals are a popular choice. Guests 
enjoy direct access to boating, fishing, and swimming, while still having 
restaurants and marinas nearby. 

Mountain Lodges in State Parks 

Arkansas State Parks operate lodges in scenic spots like Mount Magazine, Petit 
Jean, and DeGray Lake. These lodges are popular with hikers and families who 
want to stay right inside the park, close to trails and viewpoints. 

Historic Stays in Fort Smith 

In Fort Smith, visitors often check into historic hotels and riverside inns. These 
stays combine frontier-era charm with modern comfort, making it a good stop for 
travelers exploring western Arkansas. 

Rustic Cabins in Mountain View 

Mountain View offers rustic cabins and family-run inns where guests can rest after 
a day of live folk music, caving at Blanchard Springs, or exploring the Ozark 
National Forest. 

 

What to Eat in Arkansas 



 
 

Arkansas food combines Southern comfort, farm-to-table freshness, and flavors 
shaped by rivers, mountains, and farmland. Visitors can expect hearty meals, 
creative twists, and plenty of down-home cooking. 

Fried Catfish 

Catfish is one of the most iconic Arkansas dishes. Usually served golden and 
crispy with hush puppies, coleslaw, and fries, it’s a meal you’ll find in both 
small-town diners and family-style restaurants across the state. 

Barbecue Ribs and Pulled Pork 

Arkansas has its own style of barbecue, influenced by Memphis and Texas 
traditions but with a milder, tangy flavor. Smoked ribs, pulled pork sandwiches, 
and barbecued chicken are staples at roadside joints and local festivals. 

Chicken and Dumplings  

This classic comfort food is a favorite in Arkansas kitchens. Thick dumplings are 
simmered in a savory chicken broth until soft and hearty, making it the kind of dish 
travelers often find in small-town cafes and homestyle restaurants. 



Possum Pie 

Don’t worry! This dessert doesn’t contain possum. It’s a rich Arkansas specialty 
layered with cream cheese, chocolate pudding, and whipped cream in a cookie 
crust. Sweet shops and diners often serve it as a local favorite. 

Fried Pickles 

Arkansas claims to be the birthplace of fried pickles, first made in Atkins in the 
1960s. These crunchy, tangy bites are now a beloved snack across the state, usually 
served with ranch dressing for dipping. 

Deer and Duck Dishes 

Hunting is a big part of Arkansas life, so many restaurants feature venison steaks, 
duck gumbo, and wild game sausage. These dishes connect visitors with the 
outdoor traditions of the state. 

Cornbread and Black-Eyed Peas 

Simple, filling, and full of Southern flavor, cornbread paired with black-eyed peas 
is a must-try comfort food. You’ll see it on many home-style menus, especially 
around holidays and Sunday dinners. 

Cheese Dip 

Arkansas is often credited as the birthplace of cheese dip, a creamy melted cheese 
appetizer that’s now a statewide obsession. Every Mexican restaurant and sports 
bar seems to have its own version, often served with tortilla chips. 

Farm-to-Table Freshness 

Farmers’ markets across Arkansas highlight local produce like sweet corn, 
tomatoes, peaches, and watermelons. Many restaurants in cities like Little Rock 
and Fayetteville use these ingredients for seasonal dishes that reflect the state’s 
agricultural roots. 

Southern Breakfast 



Biscuits with gravy, country ham, scrambled eggs, and grits are a common 
breakfast spread in Arkansas. Travelers stopping at local diners will find these 
hearty meals served with plenty of coffee. 

 

Major Events and Festivals in Arkansas 

 
 

Arkansas celebrates its heritage, music, food, and outdoors through festivals that 
attract visitors year-round. We have mentioned some of the most celebrated and 
famous events or festivals here. These events are not just for locals, they’re great 
opportunities for travelers to experience the state’s culture, music, and flavors. 

Arkansas State Fair (Little Rock) 

Held every October, the Arkansas State Fair is one of the largest events in the state. 
Visitors can enjoy carnival rides, live concerts, rodeo shows, livestock 
competitions, and plenty of classic fair food. It’s a family-friendly tradition that 
draws thousands each year. 

King Biscuit Blues Festival (Helena-West Helena) 



This October festival is one of the country’s most famous blues events. Held along 
the Mississippi River, it features legendary performers, local food vendors, and a 
rich celebration of Delta music history. 

War Eagle Fair (Rogers) 

One of Arkansas’s oldest and largest craft fairs, the War Eagle Fair takes place 
each October. It features hundreds of artisans selling handmade crafts, jewelry, and 
art, set against the backdrop of the Ozark Mountains. 

Toad Suck Daze (Conway) 

Usually held in May, this quirky and family-friendly festival celebrates community 
and culture with live music, a carnival, craft vendors, and of course, toad races. It’s 
one of the most unique events in Arkansas. 

Hope Watermelon Festival (Hope) 

In August, the town of Hope celebrates its reputation for growing some of the 
world’s largest watermelons. Visitors can enjoy watermelon-eating contests, arts 
and crafts, live music, and giant fruit displays. 

Hot Springs Documentary Film Festival (Hot Springs) 

This October event is the longest-running documentary film festival in North 
America. It attracts filmmakers, industry professionals, and fans of cinema to 
screenings, discussions, and premieres in the historic spa city. 

Johnny Cash Heritage Festival (Dyess) 

Celebrating the legacy of Arkansas native Johnny Cash, this festival features live 
performances, educational programs, and tours of Cash’s boyhood home. It usually 
takes place in October and draws fans from around the world. 

Bikes, Blues & BBQ (Fayetteville) 

This September motorcycle rally is one of the largest in the U.S. Riders and 
visitors come for live music, barbecue competitions, and scenic rides through the 
Ozarks. It’s a lively mix of food, bikes, and music. 



Arkansas Folk Festival (Mountain View) 

Held every April in the Ozarks, this festival celebrates traditional mountain music, 
crafts, and heritage. Visitors can enjoy live folk performances, handmade crafts, 
and a parade. 

Peach Festival (Clarksville) 

In July, Clarksville celebrates its peach harvest with pie-eating contests, a rodeo, 
live music, and local vendors. It’s a sweet summer event that travelers love for its 
small-town charm. 

 

Travel Tips for Arkansas (Dos & Don’ts) 

 
 

Planning a trip to Arkansas is easier when you know a few local tips. From weather 
to culture, here are some dos and don’ts to make your visit smooth and enjoyable. 

Dos 



●​ Pack for changing weather: Arkansas has hot summers, mild winters, and 
unpredictable spring and fall. Always pack layers, sunscreen, and rain gear if 
visiting during storm season. 

●​ Explore small towns: Beyond Little Rock, Hot Springs, and Fayetteville, 
Arkansas has many hidden gems like Eureka Springs, Mountain View, and 
Bentonville. Driving through rural areas often leads to unexpected finds. 

●​ Respect outdoor spaces: Arkansas is called The Natural State for a reason. 
When hiking, camping, or fishing, follow Leave No Trace principles. 
Dispose of trash properly and stay on marked trails. 

●​ Try local food specialties: Don’t leave without tasting fried catfish, BBQ, 
chocolate gravy with biscuits, or farm-fresh peaches in summer. Many small 
diners serve authentic local dishes. 

●​ Use scenic byways: Driving is part of the Arkansas experience. Scenic 
routes like the Pig Trail or Talimena Byway give you incredible views of the 
Ozarks and Ouachitas. 

●​ Check local events: Festivals like Toad Suck Daze, the Hope Watermelon 
Festival, and the Arkansas State Fair offer unique cultural experiences worth 
planning around. 

●​ Be mindful of wildlife: When outdoors, keep a safe distance from black 
bears, snakes, and other wildlife. Carry bug spray, especially in summer. 

●​ Learn a bit of history: Arkansas has Civil War sites, Native American 
history, and a strong music heritage. Visiting museums or heritage sites adds 
depth to your trip. 

 

Don’ts 

●​ Don’t underestimate driving distances: Arkansas looks small on the map, 
but mountain roads can be winding and slow. Plan extra time if you’re 
road-tripping. 

●​ Don’t only stick to cities: The best of Arkansas is outdoors. Skipping the 
state parks, lakes, or mountains means missing out on what makes the state 
special. 

●​ Don’t forget bug protection: Mosquitoes and ticks are common, especially 
in summer and wooded areas. Insect repellent is essential. 



●​ Don’t ignore weather alerts: Thunderstorms and tornadoes can happen, 
especially in spring. Always check forecasts and heed warnings. 

●​ Don’t expect nightlife like big cities: Arkansas is more about outdoor 
adventures, festivals, and local music than late-night clubbing. Adjust 
expectations accordingly. 

●​ Don’t trespass on private property: Many scenic spots are near private 
land. Respect fences and signs, and stick to public trails and recreation areas. 

●​ Don’t miss the chance to slow down: Life moves slower in Arkansas. 
Instead of rushing, take time to enjoy local shops, diners, and conversations 
with friendly locals. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the best time of year to visit Arkansas? 

Spring (March-May) and fall (September-November) are the most pleasant times 
to visit. Temperatures are mild, and the natural scenery, wildflowers in spring or 
fall foliage in the Ozarks, is at its best. 

Is Arkansas a good destination for outdoor lovers? 

Yes, Arkansas is known as The Natural State. With over 50 state parks, the Ozark 
and Ouachita Mountains, waterfalls, rivers, and lakes, it’s perfect for hiking, 
fishing, camping, and scenic drives. 

Are there any must-see attractions in Arkansas? 

Hot Springs National Park, Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, Buffalo 
National River, and the Clinton Presidential Library are some of the top attractions. 
Don’t miss small towns like Eureka Springs and Mountain View for a unique 
experience. 

How many days should I spend in Arkansas? 

A long weekend (3-4 days) is enough for one region, like Hot Springs or the 
Ozarks. To see more of the state, plan at least 7-10 days. 



What food is Arkansas famous for? 

Arkansas is known for fried catfish, BBQ, chocolate gravy with biscuits, tamales, 
and locally grown peaches and watermelon. Small-town diners are the best places 
to try authentic dishes. 

Is Arkansas safe for tourists? 

Most areas are safe, especially in tourist towns and state parks. Like anywhere, use 
common sense: lock your car, stay aware in cities, and avoid wandering alone at 
night in unfamiliar areas. 

Do I need a car to explore Arkansas? 

Yes. Public transportation is limited outside Little Rock. A car is the best way to 
see scenic byways, small towns, and outdoor attractions. 

What are some scenic drives in Arkansas? 

The Pig Trail Scenic Byway, Talimena National Scenic Byway, and the Boston 
Mountains Scenic Loop are some of the most beautiful routes for road trips. 

Are there national parks in Arkansas? 

Arkansas has one official national park, Hot Springs National Park, plus national 
forests like the Ouachita and Ozark-St. Francis. The Buffalo National River is also 
a designated National River. 

Can you see fall colors in Arkansas? 

Yes. The Ozark Mountains are famous for fall foliage, usually peaking in late 
October to early November. Scenic drives and hikes during this season are 
spectacular. 

Is Arkansas good for families with kids? 

Absolutely. Families enjoy Hot Springs, Little Rock Zoo, Magic Springs Theme & 
Water Park, Crater of Diamonds State Park (where you can dig for real diamonds), 
and many kid-friendly hiking trails. 



What festivals are popular in Arkansas? 

Popular events include Toad Suck Daze in Conway, the Arkansas State Fair in 
Little Rock, the Hope Watermelon Festival, Bikes Blues & BBQ in Fayetteville, 
and King Biscuit Blues Festival in Helena. 

Can you really find diamonds in Arkansas? 

Yes! Crater of Diamonds State Park is the only public diamond mine in the U.S. 
Visitors can dig and keep whatever gems they find. 

What should I pack for a trip to Arkansas? 

Comfortable walking shoes, outdoor clothing, bug spray, sunscreen, and rain gear. 
In summer, pack light clothes, but bring layers in spring and fall since weather can 
change quickly. 

Does Arkansas get snow? 

Yes, but mostly in the northern and western mountains. Snow is light to moderate 
and usually falls between December and February. 

Is Arkansas a budget-friendly destination? 

Very much so. Lodging, dining, and activities are generally cheaper compared to 
other states. Many outdoor attractions, state parks, and scenic drives are free or 
low-cost. 

What is Arkansas weather like in summer? 

Summers are hot and humid, especially in July and August, with temperatures 
often in the 90s. It’s a good time for lake trips, water sports, and indoor museums if 
you want to escape the heat. 

Can I camp in Arkansas? 

Yes. State parks, national forests, and private campgrounds offer plenty of camping 
options. You can choose from primitive tent camping to RV parks with full 
hookups. 



Is Arkansas good for music lovers? 

Yes. Arkansas has a strong music heritage, especially blues, folk, and country. The 
King Biscuit Blues Festival, Mountain View’s folk music traditions, and live music 
venues in Fayetteville showcase local talent. 

What airport should I fly into for Arkansas? 

Little Rock National Airport is the main hub. Northwest Arkansas National Airport 
(near Fayetteville and Bentonville) is another popular option for northern 
Arkansas. 
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