
Once in a Lifetime Things to Do in Los 
Angeles 

 

Los Angeles has a lot more to offer than pricey Hollywood tours or celebrity 
hotspots. From sandy beaches to iconic landmarks, many of its best experiences 
cost nothing at all. You can stroll palm-lined streets, explore vibrant 
neighborhoods, and take in stunning city views, all without spending a dime. 
Whether you love art, nature, or history, LA has a free adventure waiting around 
every corner. 

 

Quick Facts To Know About Los Angeles 



 

●​ Hollywood Sign History: The sign originally read Hollywoodland when it 
was built in 1923 as a real estate ad. 

●​ Most Filmed City: LA is the backdrop for more movies and TV shows than 
any other city in the world. 

●​ World’s Busiest Amphitheater: The Hollywood Bowl is one of the most 
famous outdoor music venues in the world, and you can visit the grounds for 
free during the day. 

●​ Endless Sunshine: Los Angeles has more than 300 sunny days each year, 
perfect for outdoor adventures. 

●​ A City of Museums: LA County has more museums per capita than any 
other city in the world. 

●​ Miles of Coastline: The city offers 75 miles of coastline, from Malibu to 
Long Beach. 

●​ Home of the Oscars: The Academy Awards have been hosted in Los 
Angeles since 1929. 

●​ LAX (A Global Gateway): LAX is the second busiest airport in the United 
States. 

●​ Griffith Observatory on the Big Screen: Griffith Observatory has 
appeared in many films, including La La Land. 

https://www.hollywoodsign.org/history/a-sign-is-born
https://www.discoverlosangeles.com/media/facts-about-la


●​ Birthplace of Food Truck Culture: The modern food truck revolution 
started in Los Angeles. 

●​ World-Famous Muscle Beach: Venice Beach is home to the iconic outdoor 
Muscle Beach gym. 

●​ Free Art at The Getty Center: The Getty Center offers priceless art with 
free admission. 

 

Top Once in a Lifetime Things to Do in Los Angeles 

Los Angeles is packed with attractions that do not cost a penny. From 
world-famous beaches to iconic landmarks, the city offers plenty of ways to 
explore without spending money. Whether you love art, nature, history, or street 
culture, there’s always something free to enjoy in LA. 

1.​ Griffith Observatory 

 

Griffith Observatory offers stunning views of Los Angeles and the Hollywood 
Sign. Inside, you’ll find fascinating astronomy exhibits and free public telescopes 
for night sky viewing. It’s also a gateway to hiking trails in Griffith Park, including 



paths that lead directly to the observatory. Admission is free, making it a great 
budget-friendly stop. Sunset is a popular time to visit as the city lights start to 
twinkle. Parking can be limited, so consider taking a ride-share or hiking up. 
Whether you’re into science, photography, or just panoramic city views, this 
landmark is an essential Los Angeles experience. 

2.​ Hollywood Walk of Fame 

 

Stretching along Hollywood Boulevard, the Hollywood Walk of Fame celebrates 
over 2,700 stars from film, television, music, and radio. Visitors enjoy finding their 
favorite celebrities’ names embedded in pink terrazzo stars. Street performers and 
costumed characters add to the lively atmosphere. You can also spot famous 
theaters like TCL Chinese Theatre nearby. The area is touristy and busy, but it’s 
part of the Hollywood experience. Morning visits tend to be less crowded. Many 
guided tours start here, making it a convenient jumping-off point to explore more 
of Hollywood’s entertainment history. 

3.​ Santa Monica Pier 



 

The Santa Monica Pier is a classic Southern California icon with a mix of 
attractions. You’ll find Pacific Park amusement rides, an aquarium, street 
performers, and plenty of snack stands. The pier offers fantastic ocean views, 
especially at sunset. Visitors often combine a pier walk with a stroll or bike ride 
along the beachfront path. It’s family-friendly and offers activities for all ages. You 
can even try fishing from the pier without needing a license. Street parking can be 
tight, so nearby parking structures are your best bet for a stress-free visit. 

4.​ The Getty Center 



 

Perched on a hilltop, The Getty Center combines world-class art with stunning 
architecture and gardens. The museum’s collection spans centuries, from 
Renaissance paintings to modern photography. The views of Los Angeles are 
impressive on clear days. Visitors ride a tram from the parking area to the museum, 
adding to the experience. Admission is free, though parking has a fee. The Getty is 
also known for its tranquil Central Garden, perfect for a quiet break. Allow several 
hours to explore, as the art galleries, outdoor spaces, and architecture are equally 
captivating. 

5.​ Hollywood Sign Hike 



 

The Hollywood Sign is one of the most recognized landmarks in the world, and 
hiking to it is a classic LA adventure. Trails vary in difficulty, with popular routes 
starting from Griffith Park. The hike offers sweeping views of the city and ends 
with a close-up vantage point behind the letters. Bring water, sunscreen, and sturdy 
shoes, as the sun can be intense. Early morning or late afternoon hikes are ideal to 
avoid midday heat. The sign itself isn’t accessible for touching, but the photo 
opportunities are worth the climb. 

6.​ Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) 



 

LACMA is the largest art museum in the western United States, with collections 
spanning ancient to contemporary art. One of its most famous features is the Urban 
Light installation, a forest of restored street lamps that’s become a top photo spot. 
Inside, rotating exhibitions keep things fresh for repeat visitors. The museum is 
part of Museum Row, making it easy to combine with nearby attractions. 
Thursdays offer free admission in the evening, drawing both locals and tourists. 
Plan at least a few hours here to fully appreciate the variety of artwork. 

7.​ Rodeo Drive 



 

Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills is synonymous with luxury shopping. Even if you’re 
not buying, window-shopping designer stores like Gucci and Chanel is an 
experience. The palm-lined street is impeccably maintained, and you might spot a 
celebrity or two. Side streets offer charming boutiques and cafes. Mornings are 
quieter, while afternoons bring more bustle. Photography is welcome, but be 
respectful of privacy in this high-end district. It’s a good stop to combine with 
exploring Beverly Hills landmarks like the Beverly Hills Hotel or nearby art 
galleries. 

8.​ The Broad Museum 



 

The Broad Museum in downtown LA features a contemporary art collection with 
works by Jeff Koons, Andy Warhol, and Yayoi Kusama. Its Infinity Mirror Rooms 
are particularly popular, often requiring timed entry tickets. Admission is free, but 
reservations are recommended due to high demand. The building’s honeycomb-like 
exterior is a work of art in itself. Located near Walt Disney Concert Hall, it’s easy 
to plan a cultural day downtown. Don’t miss the museum store, which offers 
unique art-inspired gifts and books for visitors to take home. 

9.​ El Matador State Beach 



 

El Matador State Beach in Malibu is a scenic escape with dramatic cliffs, sea 
caves, and rocky outcroppings. A steep trail leads from the parking area to the 
sand, so be prepared for a short hike. The beach is popular with photographers, 
especially at sunset. Tide pooling is possible during low tide, revealing marine life 
along the shore. It’s less crowded than some other LA beaches, making it perfect 
for a peaceful day. Bring snacks and water, as there are no nearby concessions. 
Parking is limited, so arrive early on weekends. 

10.​ La Brea Tar Pits 



 

The La Brea Tar Pits are an active Ice Age excavation site in the heart of LA. 
Visitors can see bubbling asphalt pits where prehistoric animals became trapped 
thousands of years ago. The adjacent museum displays fossils, skeletons, and 
life-sized animal replicas. Paleontologists often work on-site, and you can watch 
their process. It’s a unique mix of science and history, especially fascinating for 
kids. The outdoor grounds are free to walk, while the museum requires admission. 
Plan to spend one to two hours here to explore both the pits and the exhibits. 

11.​ The Music Center 



 
Image credit: musiccenter.org 

The Music Center in downtown LA is home to iconic venues like the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall, Ahmanson Theatre, and Dorothy Chandler Pavilion. It hosts a wide 
range of performances, from symphonies to Broadway shows. Even without a 
ticket, visitors can tour the striking architecture, especially the stainless-steel 
curves of the Disney Hall designed by Frank Gehry. Outdoor plazas feature free 
events, dance lessons, and live music throughout the year. It’s a cultural hub worth 
visiting, whether you’re catching a show or simply admiring the city’s artistic 
heart. 

12.​ Malibu Pier 



 

Malibu Pier offers a laid-back coastal experience with panoramic ocean views. 
Visitors can fish, dine at pier restaurants, or browse small shops selling local 
goods. It’s a great spot for watching surfers at Surfrider Beach nearby. The pier’s 
rustic charm and scenic backdrop make it a favorite for photographers. Whale 
watching is possible during migration seasons. Parking is available, but weekends 
can be busy. Many travelers pair a pier visit with a scenic drive along Pacific Coast 
Highway to explore more of Malibu’s beaches and coastal parks. 

13.​ Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County 



 
Image credit: nhm.org 

This museum houses an impressive collection of dinosaur skeletons, gems, and 
cultural artifacts. The dinosaur hall, with full-size T. rex specimens, is a highlight 
for families. Seasonal exhibits and interactive displays make learning fun. The 
museum also features beautiful outdoor gardens and a butterfly pavilion in 
summer. Located in Exposition Park, it’s close to the California Science Center, 
making it easy to spend a full day exploring the area. It’s an engaging stop for all 
ages, blending science, history, and nature in one destination. 

14.​ Grand Central Market 



 

Grand Central Market has been a downtown LA landmark since 1917, offering a 
variety of food vendors. From gourmet tacos to fresh oysters, there’s something for 
every taste. The lively atmosphere makes it a fun stop for breakfast, lunch, or a 
snack. It’s also near historic sites like the Bradbury Building and Angels Flight 
Railway, so you can combine sightseeing. Seating can be limited during peak 
hours, but takeout options are plentiful. It’s a delicious way to experience LA’s 
diverse food culture in one place. 

15.​ Petersen Automotive Museum 



 

Car lovers will enjoy the Petersen Automotive Museum’s vast collection of classic, 
rare, and futuristic vehicles. The exhibits cover automotive history, design, and 
innovation. The building itself is eye-catching with its red and silver ribbon-like 
exterior. Special exhibitions often focus on famous movie cars or cutting-edge 
technology. The Vault Tour offers an exclusive look at hundreds of additional 
vehicles not displayed in the main galleries. Located on Museum Row, it’s easy to 
combine with other nearby attractions like LACMA or the La Brea Tar Pits. 

16.​ Runyon Canyon Park 



 

Runyon Canyon is a favorite hiking spot for both locals and celebrities. Trails offer 
sweeping views of Los Angeles, the Hollywood Sign, and even the Pacific Ocean 
on clear days. The park has routes for all fitness levels, from easy walks to 
challenging climbs. It’s a great place for fresh air and exercise without leaving the 
city. Early mornings are less crowded and cooler. Dogs are welcome off-leash in 
certain areas, adding to the park’s friendly, relaxed vibe. 

17.​ The Queen Mary 



 

Docked in Long Beach, The Queen Mary is a retired ocean liner turned hotel and 
attraction. Visitors can explore its historic decks, art deco interiors, and exhibits 
about its service during WWII. Ghost tours are popular, as the ship is rumored to 
be haunted. Seasonal events, like holiday festivals, draw crowds. Dining options on 
board range from casual to fine dining. It’s an easy day trip from LA, offering a 
mix of history, mystery, and maritime charm in one location. 

18.​ Battleship USS Iowa Museum 



 

Located in San Pedro, this historic battleship served in World War II, the Korean 
War, and the Cold War. Visitors can explore its decks, officers’ quarters, and 
interactive exhibits. The ship is family-friendly, with scavenger hunts and hands-on 
activities for kids. The nearby LA Waterfront offers dining and scenic views, 
making it a good day trip combination. Special events and living history programs 
bring the ship’s stories to life. Comfortable shoes are recommended for navigating 
the steep stairs and narrow passageways. 

19.​ Echo Park Lake 



 

Echo Park Lake is a relaxing urban escape with paddle boats, lotus flowers, and a 
backdrop of the downtown skyline. The walking path around the lake is popular for 
jogging and leisurely strolls. Picnic spots and a small cafe make it easy to spend an 
afternoon here. The park hosts the annual Lotus Festival in summer, celebrating 
Asian cultures. Birdwatchers enjoy spotting ducks, geese, and other waterfowl. It’s 
a peaceful break from the busy city streets, with plenty of opportunities for 
photography. 

20.​ California Science Center 



 
Image credit: zgf.com 

The California Science Center in Exposition Park offers hands-on exhibits on 
science, technology, and the environment. One of its most famous attractions is the 
Space Shuttle Endeavour, displayed in its own pavilion. Admission is free for most 
exhibits, making it a budget-friendly stop. The center also features an IMAX 
theater with educational films. It’s perfect for families and anyone curious about 
science. Plan at least two hours to explore, especially if you want to see temporary 
exhibitions or watch a film. 

21.​ Warner Bros. Studio Tour Hollywood 



 
Image credit: visitcalifornia.com 

The Warner Bros. Studio Tour offers an inside look at one of Hollywood’s busiest 
film and TV studios. Guests ride trams through active sets, soundstages, and 
backlots used in famous productions. You can see costumes, props, and recreated 
sets like Central Perk from Friends. Tours are guided by knowledgeable staff who 
share behind-the-scenes stories. Photography is allowed in certain areas. It’s a must 
for movie fans and provides a deeper appreciation for the work that goes into 
making entertainment magic. 

Expert Travel Tips to Roam Los Angeles 

Exploring Los Angeles can feel overwhelming, but with a few smart tips, you can 
enjoy the city like a pro: 

●​ Avoid Rush Hour Traffic: LA’s traffic is famous for a reason. Try to drive 
outside peak times (7–10 a.m. and 4–7 p.m.). Plan sightseeing in clusters so 
you aren’t crisscrossing the city. 

●​ Use Public Transit for Major Attractions: The Metro Rail connects 
Downtown, Hollywood, Santa Monica, and Universal City. It’s cheap, 
avoids parking hassles, and is surprisingly clean. 



●​ Book Attractions in Advance: Popular spots like Warner Bros. Studio Tour 
or Griffith Observatory events can sell out. Reserve tickets online to avoid 
disappointment. 

●​ Wear Comfortable Shoes: From museum halls to the Santa Monica Pier, 
LA involves a lot of walking. Stylish sneakers or walking shoes are a must. 

●​ Stay Hydrated and Sun-Protected: LA’s sunshine is no joke. Carry water, 
wear sunscreen, and use sunglasses even in winter. 

●​ Explore Neighborhood by Neighborhood: Spend a day each in areas like 
Downtown, Hollywood, Venice, and Beverly Hills instead of rushing 
between them. It saves time and reduces stress. 

●​ Use Rideshare for Nightlife: If you plan on exploring nightlife spots in 
Hollywood or Downtown, Uber or Lyft is safer and easier than parking late 
at night. 

●​ Check Event Calendars: From concerts at the Hollywood Bowl to seasonal 
festivals, LA’s event schedule changes daily. Websites like Discover Los 
Angeles list current happenings. 

●​ Eat at Odd Hours: For trendy restaurants, eating early or late can help you 
skip long waits. Lunch specials can also save money at pricier spots. 

●​ Choose the Right Base: If you love beaches, stay in Santa Monica or 
Venice. For nightlife, choose Hollywood. For culture, stay Downtown. 
Location can make or break your trip. 

 

Conclusion 

Los Angeles offers endless possibilities for travelers. From iconic attractions and 
sunny beaches to hidden gems in every neighborhood, the city is full of 
discoveries. Planning ahead helps you make the most of your time, avoid crowds, 
and explore experiences many visitors miss. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1.​ What is the best time of year to visit Los Angeles? 



The best time to visit Los Angeles is from March to May and September to 
November. The weather is pleasant, the crowds are smaller, and hotel rates are 
often lower. Summer is great for beaches but comes with heavier crowds and 
higher prices. 

2.​ How many days are enough to explore Los Angeles? 

Plan for at least 4 to 5 days to see the top attractions, visit nearby beaches, and 
enjoy day trips. If you want to explore neighborhoods like Santa Monica, 
Hollywood, and Downtown in depth, a week is ideal. 

3.​ What are the must-see attractions in Los Angeles? 

Top attractions include the Hollywood Walk of Fame, Griffith Observatory, Santa 
Monica Pier, The Getty Center, Universal Studios Hollywood, and the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art. Don’t miss Venice Beach and the views from the 
Hollywood Sign. 

4.​ Is Los Angeles safe for tourists? 

Yes, Los Angeles is generally safe for tourists, especially in popular areas like 
Santa Monica, Beverly Hills, and Hollywood. Like any large city, it’s best to stay 
alert, avoid poorly lit areas at night, and keep your belongings secure. 

5.​ How can I get around Los Angeles without a car? 

You can use the Metro rail and bus system, ride-sharing apps, e-scooters, or rent a 
bike in beach areas. Many neighborhoods are walkable, and guided tours often 
include transportation. 

6.​ What are the best free things to do in Los Angeles? 

Free activities include hiking to the Hollywood Sign, strolling along Venice Beach, 
visiting Griffith Observatory, exploring The Getty Center, and watching the sunset 
from Santa Monica Pier. 

7.​ Where should I stay in Los Angeles for sightseeing? 



Stay in Hollywood for easy access to attractions, Santa Monica for beach vibes, or 
Downtown Los Angeles for cultural spots and nightlife. Beverly Hills offers 
luxury, while West Hollywood is great for dining and entertainment. 

8.​ What food is Los Angeles famous for? 

Los Angeles is known for tacos, Korean BBQ, gourmet burgers, and fresh sushi. 
The city also has a thriving vegan scene and food trucks serving creative, 
Instagram-worthy dishes. 

9.​ How far is Los Angeles from popular day trip destinations? 

Los Angeles is about 1 hour from Malibu, 1.5 hours from Santa Barbara, and 2 
hours from San Diego. Joshua Tree National Park is around a 2.5-hour drive, and 
Big Bear Lake takes about 2 hours. 

10.​ Are there family-friendly attractions in Los Angeles? 

Yes, families can enjoy Universal Studios Hollywood, the California Science 
Center, the Natural History Museum, Griffith Park, and kid-friendly beaches like 
Santa Monica and Manhattan Beach. 
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