
Best Time to Visit Glacier National Park 

 

 

Glacier National Park in Montana is one of the most breathtaking landscapes in the 
United States, often called the “Crown of the Continent.” With its rugged peaks, 
turquoise lakes, and more than 700 miles of hiking trails, it’s a dream destination 
for nature lovers. But timing your trip matters more here than almost anywhere 
else. 

The park experiences dramatic seasonal changes that affect everything from road 
access to wildlife activity. Summer brings the opening of the iconic 
Going-to-the-Sun Road and perfect hiking weather, while fall offers golden larch 
trees and fewer crowds. Winter transforms Glacier into a quiet wilderness, great for 
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. Spring has thundering waterfalls but limited 
access due to lingering snow. 

In this guide, we will explore the best time to visit Glacier National Park based on 
seasons, experiences, and traveler preferences. Whether you want to hike alpine 



trails, spot mountain goats, capture stunning photos, or enjoy solitude, this 
breakdown will help you plan your trip at the right time: 

 

Quick Facts About Glacier National Park 

A snapshot of key details every traveler should know before planning a visit: 

●​ Location: Northwestern Montana, along the U.S.-Canada border. 
●​ Size: Over 1 million acres of protected wilderness. 
●​ Established: Became a national park in 1910. 
●​ Nicknamed: Known as the “Crown of the Continent” for its dramatic 

mountain and glacier scenery. 
●​ Glaciers: Originally had about 150 glaciers in the late 1800s; around 26 

remain active today. 
●​ Lakes: Around 762 lakes, including the famous Lake McDonald and Saint 

Mary Lake. 
●​ Wildlife: Home to grizzly bears, black bears, mountain goats, moose, elk, 

and over 270 species of birds. 
●​ Trails: Over 700 miles of hiking trails for all levels. 
●​ Roads: The Going-to-the-Sun Road, a 50-mile engineering marvel, is the 

park’s main highlight but is only fully open in summer. 
●​ Visitation: Around 3 million visitors annually, with July and August being 

the busiest months. 
●​ UNESCO Site: Part of the Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park, a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site shared with Canada. 

 

Best Time To Visit Glacier National Park: A Month-by-Month 
Breakdown 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/national-parks/article/glacier-national-park
https://www.nps.gov/glac/learn/news/fact-sheet.htm


 

What to expect in terms of weather, access, and experiences each month of the 
year: 

Glacier National Park in January 

January is the heart of winter in Glacier. Snow blankets the park, temperatures 
often stay below freezing, and most roads are closed. It’s a quiet month, perfect for 
snowshoeing or cross-country skiing in the Lake McDonald Valley. Wildlife 
sightings are limited but possible for hardy species like elk and moose. 

Glacier National Park in February 

Similar to January, February offers deep snow and solitude. Trails are accessible 
only with skis or snowshoes. Photographers can capture striking winter scenes, 
though daylight remains short. Pack for extreme cold, as temperatures can dip well 
below zero at night. 

Glacier National Park in March 



Snow still dominates in March, but days grow longer. Early signs of spring appear 
in lower elevations. While higher trails remain closed, this is a good time for 
winter sports without the harshest cold of mid-winter. 

Glacier National Park in April 

April is a transition month. Snowmelt begins in valleys, creating powerful 
waterfalls, but higher trails are buried in snow. Road access is limited, and services 
remain closed. Expect muddy conditions and unpredictable weather. 

Glacier National Park in May 

In May, wildflowers start blooming at lower elevations. Wildlife activity increases 
as bears emerge from hibernation. Portions of the Going-to-the-Sun Road may 
open for hikers and bikers before vehicle traffic is allowed. It’s a great time for 
quiet exploration, though snow still blocks most high-altitude hikes. 

Glacier National Park in June 

June brings longer days and warmer temperatures. The full park isn’t yet open, but 
more trails become accessible as snow melts. Waterfalls are at their strongest, and 
wildlife viewing is excellent. The Going-to-the-Sun Road may partially open, but 
full access usually doesn’t occur until late June or early July. 

Glacier National Park in July 

July is the peak season. The Going-to-the-Sun Road is usually open, and all trails 
are accessible. Wildflowers carpet alpine meadows, and wildlife is abundant. 
Expect large crowds, especially in popular areas like Logan Pass and Many 
Glacier. Advance reservations for entry and lodging are essential. 

Glacier National Park in August 

August is similar to July, with warm weather and long days. Hiking conditions are 
excellent, but crowds remain high. This is a good month for backpacking trips, as 
snow is minimal and campgrounds are open. Afternoon thunderstorms are 
common, so plan hikes early in the day. 



Glacier National Park in September 

September is a favorite for many visitors. Crowds thin, temperatures are cooler but 
still pleasant, and wildlife activity peaks with elk bugling and bears feeding before 
hibernation. Fall colors begin, especially with the golden larch trees in late 
September. Some services start to close by the end of the month. 

Glacier National Park in October 

October offers vibrant fall colors and fewer visitors, but weather can shift quickly. 
Early snowstorms may close roads and higher-elevation trails. Lower areas are still 
accessible, making it a good time for peaceful exploration and photography. 

Glacier National Park in November 

By November, winter conditions return. Most facilities are closed, and snow limits 
access to many areas. It’s a quiet month, good for solitude but not ideal for general 
sightseeing. Winter gear is a must. 

Glacier National Park in December 

December brings deep snow and short days, but also serene winter beauty. The 
Lake McDonald area provides opportunities for snowshoeing and skiing. Visitors 
must be well-prepared, as services are minimal and conditions can be harsh. 

 

Best Time To Visit Glacier National Park by Season 



 
 

Each season offers a completely different experience for travelers: 

Spring (April-May) 

Spring in Glacier brings melting snow, rushing waterfalls, and awakening wildlife. 
However, most of the park is still covered in snow at higher elevations. Hiking is 
limited to lower trails, and the Going-to-the-Sun Road usually remains closed until 
late June. Temperatures are chilly, ranging from the 30s to 60s, and services may 
be limited. Spring is best for those who enjoy solitude and dramatic river flows but 
not for those seeking full access. 

Summer (June-August) 

Summer is the most popular time to visit. The Going-to-the-Sun Road fully opens, 
alpine trails become accessible, and wildflowers bloom in the meadows. 
Temperatures are mild, usually in the 70s during the day, making it ideal for hiking, 
backpacking, and scenic drives. Expect heavy crowds in July and August, 
especially around Lake McDonald and Logan Pass. Advance reservations are 
strongly recommended. 



Fall (September-October) 

Fall offers crisp air, golden larch trees, and thinner crowds. September is still great 
for hiking, with daytime temperatures in the 50s and 60s. By October, snowfall 
may begin, and higher-elevation trails close. Wildlife activity peaks, with elk 
bugling and bears preparing for hibernation. Fall is perfect for photographers and 
those who prefer a quieter park experience. 

Winter (November-March) 

Winter transforms Glacier into a snowy wilderness. Most roads and facilities close, 
but the park remains open for backcountry adventures. Popular activities include 
snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, and wildlife tracking. Temperatures often dip 
below freezing, and daylight is short. Winter is not for everyone, but it’s rewarding 
for visitors who want solitude and a raw wilderness experience. 

 

Best Time to Visit Glacier National Park by Experience Type 

The best season depends on the kind of adventure you’re looking for: 

Hiking and Backpacking 

The prime time for hiking is late June through mid-September, when most trails are 
snow-free and fully open. Popular routes like the Highline Trail, Grinnell Glacier, 
and Hidden Lake are only safely accessible in summer. For backpackers, July and 
August offer the best conditions for multi-day treks, though permits must be 
reserved well in advance. 

Wildlife Viewing 

Wildlife is active year-round, but the spring and fall months are the most 
rewarding. In May and June, bears emerge from hibernation and can often be seen 
foraging in meadows. September is ideal for spotting elk during the rut, while 
mountain goats and bighorn sheep are common near Logan Pass in summer. 

Photography 



For photographers, September and early October provide spectacular opportunities. 
The larch trees turn golden, the crowds thin, and the light is softer. Sunrise and 
sunset over Lake McDonald or Many Glacier create iconic shots. In summer, long 
daylight hours also give plenty of time to capture landscapes. Winter offers a 
chance to photograph snow-covered peaks and quiet, frozen lakes. 

Driving the Going-to-the-Sun Road 

This world-famous road is typically fully open from late June to mid-October. July 
and August are the best months for driving the entire route without snow closures. 
Early mornings or evenings are recommended to avoid traffic and enjoy calmer 
conditions. In fall, the road is less crowded, but closures can occur quickly with 
early snow. 

Winter Sports 

For snow lovers, December through March is the best window. The park is a quiet 
wonderland with groomed trails for snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. The 
Apgar area and Lake McDonald Valley are popular winter access points. Though 
facilities are limited, the silence and beauty of Glacier in winter are unmatched. 

 

Travel and Safety Tips for Visiting Glacier National Park 



 

Practical advice to make your trip safe, comfortable, and memorable: 

Packing Essentials by Season 

●​ Summer: Lightweight layers, rain jacket, sturdy hiking boots, sunscreen, 
insect repellent, and reusable water bottles. 

●​ Fall: Warm layers, waterproof gear, gloves, and a camera for fall foliage. 
●​ Winter: Insulated clothing, snow boots, traction devices, thermal gloves, 

and emergency supplies. 
●​ Spring: Waterproof boots, rain gear, trekking poles for muddy trails, and 

layered clothing for changing temperatures. 

Safety Considerations 

●​ Wildlife Encounters: Always carry bear spray and know how to use it. 
Keep a safe distance from bears, moose, and other large animals. 

●​ Weather Changes: Glacier’s weather shifts quickly. Be prepared for sun, 
rain, or snow within the same day. 

●​ Trail Safety: Check trail conditions at visitor centers before heading out. 
Some areas may close due to bear activity or snow hazards. 



Reservations and Permits 

●​ A vehicle reservation system is in place for popular areas like 
Going-to-the-Sun Road and Many Glacier during peak season. Book well in 
advance. 

●​ Camping permits are required for backcountry trips. They sell out fast, so 
plan early. 

Transportation and Accessibility 

●​ Shuttle services operate along Going-to-the-Sun Road in summer, reducing 
parking stress. 

●​ Many facilities close in winter, so check seasonal availability before visiting. 

General Travel Tips 

●​ Start hikes early in the morning to avoid crowds and afternoon storms. 
●​ Bring snacks and plenty of water, as services are limited inside the park. 
●​ Stay in nearby towns like Whitefish or Kalispell if park lodges are fully 

booked. 

 

Conclusion: Planning Your Perfect Glacier Adventure 

The best time to visit Glacier National Park truly depends on what you hope to 
experience. Summer offers full access, warm weather, and endless hiking 
opportunities. Fall brings golden larch trees, wildlife activity, and thinner crowds. 
Winter provides solitude and snowy adventures, while spring showcases waterfalls 
and awakening wildlife. Each season has its own rewards and challenges, making 
Glacier a destination worth visiting more than once. 

If you’re planning your trip, think about your priorities. Whether it’s hiking alpine 
trails, photographing fall colors, or enjoying the quiet beauty of winter. With 
careful planning, Glacier National Park will deliver unforgettable memories.  

 



Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the best month to visit Glacier National Park? 

July and August are the best months to visit. The weather is warm, most park roads 
and trails are open, and services are fully operational. This is also the busiest time, 
so booking early is essential. 

Is September a good time to visit Glacier National Park? 

Yes, September is a fantastic time. The crowds are smaller, wildlife is more active, 
and the larch trees begin to turn golden by the end of the month. Some 
higher-elevation trails and facilities may start closing, so plan accordingly. 

Can you visit Glacier National Park in winter? 

Yes, but access is limited. From late November to March, only parts of the park 
remain open, like the Apgar area. It’s great for snowshoeing and cross-country 
skiing, but services are minimal and temperatures are very cold. 

How many days do you need to see Glacier National Park? 

Most travelers recommend at least 3 to 5 days. This allows time to drive the 
Going-to-the-Sun Road, enjoy scenic hikes, and explore different areas of the park 
without rushing. 

When does the Going-to-the-Sun Road open? 

The Going-to-the-Sun Road usually opens in late June or early July, depending on 
snow levels. It typically remains open until mid-October. Always check the 
National Park Service updates before your trip. 


	Best Time to Visit Glacier National Park 
	Quick Facts About Glacier National Park 
	Best Time To Visit Glacier National Park: A Month-by-Month Breakdown 
	Glacier National Park in January 
	Glacier National Park in February 
	Glacier National Park in March 
	Glacier National Park in April 
	Glacier National Park in May 
	Glacier National Park in June 
	Glacier National Park in July 
	Glacier National Park in August 
	Glacier National Park in September 
	Glacier National Park in October 
	Glacier National Park in November 
	Glacier National Park in December 

	Best Time To Visit Glacier National Park by Season 
	Spring (April-May) 
	Summer (June-August) 
	Fall (September-October) 
	Winter (November-March) 

	Best Time to Visit Glacier National Park by Experience Type 
	Hiking and Backpacking 
	Wildlife Viewing 
	Photography 
	Driving the Going-to-the-Sun Road 
	Winter Sports 

	Travel and Safety Tips for Visiting Glacier National Park 
	Packing Essentials by Season 
	Safety Considerations 
	Reservations and Permits 
	Transportation and Accessibility 
	General Travel Tips 

	Conclusion: Planning Your Perfect Glacier Adventure 
	Frequently Asked Questions 
	What is the best month to visit Glacier National Park? 
	Is September a good time to visit Glacier National Park? 
	Can you visit Glacier National Park in winter? 
	How many days do you need to see Glacier National Park? 
	When does the Going-to-the-Sun Road open? 



